B
b

e i

e 45

EE3

e e

&
o
i
%

156 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

THE FAMOUS TRAVELLERS.

L. The Priest. ** By
down a certain priest.”
oceurrence, as Jericho was one of the resi-
dences of the priests.  About 12,000 priests
and Levites, who used to attend the remple
at Jernsalem i rses, dericho,
And who would be more inclined to render
help to the wounded an than this fellow
countryman of his ¢ But no, he passed by
on the other side of the ravine,  He did not
even stop to look at the sufferer, much less
to enquire what he could do for him, And
e was either going to or veturning from the
f his office.  Ah, yes, how
nny occupy a very sacred
t have a cold, hard heart !
traw religion, only its counter-
Doubtless he had eccnses enough to
satisfy his own mind, He was tired, or in
a hurry, or it was a hopeless case, or he
could not bear to look on suffering, or he
was afraid of the return of the robhers,
These were excuses, not reasons.  There is
a wide difference between the two. — But let
us be plain with ourselves. Do we ever pass
by human want that we ought to relieve !
Do we ever keep out of the way of those who
need o ddp ! Do we not conjure  up
excuses to quiet our conscience, and make
our Christinn service easy /

2 Phe Levite. The Levites performed
the humbler services of the temple, such
as cleaning, earrying fuel, and acting as
choristers. They were also  writers,
sreachers and teach The scribes and
awyers  were  frequently  of this tribe,
which, in fact, was set apart by Moses as
the intellectual body of the nation.  This
Levite “came and looked on him.” He
did o little qmore than the priest, but
vesisted the good impulses which probably
stirred  within i His intellectual
training did not make him  compassion-
ate ; nor did his relation to sacred things
move his sympathies. He was an example
of spurious holiness — sanctity  divoreed
from churity.

3. The Samaritan.  The Samaritans
were half heathen, a mixed race of Jews
and  Gentiles, accepting the Pentateuch
only as their |Bible, erroneous in some
points of doctrine, and greatly despised
' the priests and Levites. Our Lord
selects this case, but he does not mean
to teach by it that the Jews as a people
were worse than the Samaritans, nor that
religions  people are less compassionate
than  worldly people.  Yet it is a fair
inference that some men are better in
rrulicu than their wrong ereed would
ead us to expect ; while others who are
theoretically right may be practically all
wrong.  The Samaritan  “had  compas-
sion on him.”  From this fecling all the
subsequent actions How-—he had compas-
sion.  And the first step in becoming
Sgood  Samaritans 7 s to obtain  this
feeling - this sympathy large enough to
enfold all men as brothers, and to give
help in time of need.  But how is this
quality obtained ! Ediets of law, good
resolutions,  beautiful — moral  examples
and the whole array of human  cont
vances fail to create it. It is learned from
Christ, 1t is the product in its purest and
highest form of the indwelling spirit of
Christ— where he dwells and has sway, there
is compassion.

THE SEARCHING QUESTION,

The great Teacher, after deseribing this
vivid seene, asked the question, ** Which now
of these three prnwn\ neighbor unto him
that fell among thieves 1" The lawyer had
asked, Who is my neighbor ¢ Whom am 1
tolove as myself 7 And Jesus gives these
three characters, and asks which of these
showed by his acts that he was indeed a
neighbor 7 But one answer could be given,
“*He that showed werey Go and do
thou likewise,” said the Master. He to

whom you ought to show merey in order to
hecome his neighbor is your neighbor, was
the substance of the Master's reply.

PRESENT-DAY APPLICATIONS,

If you really belong to the kingdom of
heaven on earth, you must possess and
cherish and display the spirit of loving your
neighbor as yoursel Your neighbor may
not live next door ; he may live at the other
end of the city among the neglected ones,
You are neighbor to the man whose ground
joins yours wnderncath—the man on the
opposite side of the globe.  Your neighbor

liness is ally needed by those who are
attacked by the great world’s robbers —drunk-
enness, erty malice, slander,
and the like. pat the poor, the

outeast  the degraded, as your neighbors,
and give them all possible aid.  You are to
treat the Indians, and the foreigners, and
the colored race, the ignorant, the neglected,
the imprisoned, as your neighbors.  Every
village, town, city, hamlet, countryside in
Canada, has some portion of this duty on its
hands. It can only be performed in the
spirit indicated by this parable, ** Love your
neighbor as yowrself.” The person who
refuses to do this has fallen far below the
Christinn ideal.  The nation that neglects
it is robbed of one of the elements of national
greatness,

FLASH-LIGHTS.

1. The rveligion of Jesus is the religion of
compassion

2. Being in the lin work does
not make a man religious. aving a share
in Christian_service does not make make a
man Christ-like.

3. My neighbor is everyone who, in the
providence of God, is brought into such
contact with me, that T can and ought to
affect him in some way for good.

4. The course of events is always being
so ordered as to bring new persons within
our circle, that we may act toward them a
neighbor's part.

b, Christ teaches that the sphere of the
Christian’s heart is the whole world, and that
the sphere of his hand embraces every one
he can help.

6. Humanity is better than orthodoxy if
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Our Lord taught the meaning of 1.
kingdom not by definition, but by parabl
uty, strength and naturalness wer
onvey to all minds, the origiy
nature and results of the kingdom of God
One parable taken by itself does not ey
l‘»luiu fully the Saviour's coneeption of th

ingdom which he came to establish. w
example, the parable of the mustard
and the parable of the leav

zes a different phase of the kingdom of
d on earth,  That of the mustard seed |
eatensive; this of the leaven intensive —the
first ers to the growth and size of th
kingdom ; the second shows mankind e
animated  and formed by divine in
fluences.  The mustard seed portrays the
kingdom as an organization, ever widening
and efticient ; the leaven declares the per
meating spirit, which is the central hfe and
force of the kingdom's power.

B

AN ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLE.

The parable for study contains a great
inciple or law, which operates hoth in the
igdom of nature and of grace. It is the
law of silent, unconscious growth, develop
ment and assimilation.  This law has many
wonderful illustrations in the natural world.
The growth of the vegetable kingdom is a
standing miracle of the power of God.  The
farmer sows his seed, which to all appearance
is withered and lifeless. But each grain
contains, hidden within its shrivelled ex-
terior, the germ of life which needs only
time and favorable circumstances to develop.
It is put into the ground, concealed from
view. It dies, but from its death there
shoots forth a living blade. It grows,
strengthens, branches, reproduces, ripens.
1t is now golden grain ready for the blade of
the reaper. The seed, small thongh it was
and unpromising, yet conuin‘ul life, pro-

only one can be had; and y s
worse than heterodoxy, if one must be
endured.

7. Tt is the characteristic mark of genuine
love that it does not ask whether or not, the
neighbor deserces love, but whether or not he
needs love.

8. Some manifestations of love—the at-
tentive look, compassionaté heart, the help-
ful hand, the willing foot, the open purse,

9. It must be remembered that mere
kindness does not earn eternal life.  ** Love
thy neighbor as thyself,” is only half of
the law.  The other half condems us if not
fulfilled - thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind.

10. Things that prevent us from being
hborly :  (a) Pride—for nei
often far below us in social p
Business- for we do not always place first
our Father's business. (¢) Sloth—for neigh-
borliness requires  time and pains,  (d)
Timidity—for it needs a courageous man to
be a good neighbor,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Appoint a week in advance three active,
and three associate members to bring in
two-minute answers to the question How
I try to love my neighbor as myself.”  Re-
quest the replies to be written. ~ Cut out the
** Flashlights " from the Epwortn Era and
ss the slips among the members present to
we read after the address on the topic.  This
Klnn might be tried frequently with profit.
fake the summer meetings of the League
short but substantial. Don't exceed tifty
minutes,

ducing germi and rey ion-—first
the blade, then the ear, after that the full

corn in the ear,

LEAVEN ILLUSTRATES THE LAW.

The process of leaven is no less remarkable,
A Imm'lful of leaven is hid in a little more
than a bushel of meal, according to the
parable,  That leaven, which usually con-
sisted of a lump of old dough in a high state
of fermentation, and which, like our yeast,
was to ferment the bread, contained a fuwm
principle or power, which was sure to work
a change in that mass of meal which con-
cenled it.  Quickly the process of fermenta-
tion begins; the parts nearest the leaven are
first affected ; the work of agitation goes on
silently but rapidly : mass begins to
rise ; the living principle extends its in-
fluence guntil ifs ;e | s imparted to the
whole, and the desired change is wrought

M OF HEAVEN,

Now, to these marked developments of a
hidden and expansive life in nature, Christ
compares the kingdom of heaven which he
came to set up.  There is a latent life, o
silent, unconscious power in Christianity
that works out the purposes of God in a
manner truly wonderful. God has chosen
to regenerate this sinful world in the same
manner that leaven operates in bringing
about its astonishing change—the law of
silent, expansive, all-permeating, and all-
prevailing spiritual influence.  And this
central and essential law has signally marked
the entire history of Christ’s kingdom in the
world, It is hidden. 1t has not drawn to
itself much observation. It does not even




