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BOOK THIEVES.

Several public librarians have recently
reported to The Library Journal their
experiences with book thieves. In the
June number is a letter from W. Gail-
lard, librarian at the East Side House,
New York,  Mr. Gaillard had advertised
for a copy of March’s Thesaurus, and
had been notified by another librarian
that a copy of the same work had been
stolen (rom his library, and could be
identified, if it turned up, by a private
accessi~n mark. Before Mr. Gaillard got
through with March’s Thesaurus, he had
learned of ten copies that had been stolen
from different libraries ; had recovered
three of these ; and had turned over to
the police a courteous, affable, and ap-
parently ingenuous man, who must stand
trial in New Yok and then be turned
over to a neighboring state to answer to
the same charge.  Mr. Gaillard says:
“ [ am inclinzd, to believe, from what has
been brought to my notice, that at least
three men operate together. One inves-
tigates, one steals, and one szlis.  The
territory covered seems to ex'end from
Boston to Washing ton, perhaps further.
Books are so treated that identification is
extremely difficult. Where litrary marks
cannot be effectually removed the pages
are cut out and replaced by others. Book
plates and embossed stamps are remov ed
with great sk 11" The actual thiet is an
expert. Oae library lost both volumes ot
the large Rand& M ly atlas; one
bookseller lost six copies of the Webster
International Dictionary in one af ernoon.
1 have heard of first editions which have
been loaned for reference, and a few days
after it was found that
substituted and the real
were stolen.

 lu consequence of my investigation 1
am convinced that there is an organized
body of men who know book values, lib-
rary methods, and who are skilfed in book
alteration, who p-ey upon public and
semi public libraries.”

Since this letter was writien an accom-
plice has been caught and plead guilty,
but the expert thief is still at large.

From the Public Library at Somerville,
Mass,, about two hundred books, valued
at $1,600, had been stolen since last
November, and the librarian, Mr. S, W,
Foss, finally traced them toa ‘“special
research” student supposed to be writ-
ing a history, and therefore allowed the
freedom of the Americana room, which
he frequented with his bulky manuscript.
He was finally caught by the identity of
his registry. signature with thaton a re-
ceipt given by him to a bookseller. Many
of the books have been recovered, and the
thief was held to the grand jury and sen-
tenced —The Literary Collector.
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The Royal Historical Society of London
is planning publication of a scientific bib-
liography ot Dritish history from 1458 to
1901, The details of the undertaking were
set forth ina recent address of Dr. G, W.
Prothero, President of the Society. The
bibliography will hegin at the point at which
Charles Gross's bibli diagval
Eogland ended.
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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

The chief ecclesiastical dignitary of the
Established Chiurch of England has been
spending scme days in Quebec, Montreal
and Tororto, on his way to the United
States, where he has gone to attend a
conference of the American Episcopalian
church. There is the more interest in
this visit from the fact that it is the first
time an Archbishop of Canterbury has
ever left the of Britain.  Dr,
Davidson is Scotch by blood ; and at one
time his name was mentioned as a pos-
sible friendly arbitrator in the recent
celebrated Scottish Church law case.
He is an able, upright, broad-minded,
tactful man, and has demeaned himself
while in Canada in a manner befitting the
scope and dignity of his high position.

The people of Canada of all classes and
crecds will wish the Archbishop a visit
not only personally pleasant but instruc
tive to his hearers and to himself,
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In the late meeting of the Pan Presby-
terian Alliance, the sceretary, Rev. Dir,
Matthews, presented 2n elaborate statis-
tical reportof I csbyter'an Churches of
the world. The following are some of
the main items of the exhibit : European
continent— Ministers, §i°6; communi-
cants, 947,238 ; Sunday-school scholars,
566,045.  United Kingdom-—-Ministers,
53135 communicants, 1,536,807; Sun-
day school scholars, 1,041,334 Asia—
Ministers, 216, communicants, 62844 ;
Sunday-school scho'ars, 8,779  Africa—
Ministers, 352 communicants, 211,724 ;
Sunday-school scholars, 54110, North
America—Ministers, 15,557 ; communi-
cants, 2,282,485 3 Sunday school scholars
2,234,610, South America—Ministers,
41 ; communicants, 6,000. West India
Islands— Ministers, 28; communicants,
12,017 ; Sunday-school scholars, 12,283.
Australasia—Minisers, 734; communi-
cants, 80,793 Sundavchool scholars,
100,650. The total of Presbyterian ,ccm-
municant members now found in the
whole world is 5.137,128. Since the or-
ganization of the Alliance this to'al has
stood as follows at its successive ses«ions:
1888, 3.721,680; 1892 4125 60 ;
4.627.149 ; 1809, 4 852 096
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Literary Notes.

The most noteworthy book discussed in
the September Current Literature (Current
Li erature Publishirg Company, N w Yo k)
is undoubedly that entitled A uiistory of
Marrimonial Irstitutions, by George Elliot
Howard, ph. D., Professori®l Leetnre in
the University of Chicago. Thisis a large
work irf three volumes, and of it the revi w-
ersays : * An gpum magnuin so descrving
of the name as this dose not cha'lenge our
attention once a year. Its extent, the long
patience which its preparation has required,
the carcful, and effective presentation of
the great wmass of its material, the nice ba-
lance of its judgment at many critical points
—all these particulars w 11 elicit profounder
adwmiration in proportiun as the reader un-
derstands the seriousness «feuch labor as is
here involved. ”  Fiom the roview given
we can understand that this is a valuable
work ot its kind,
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The Magazine of Art’ whose term of life
has been long and whose contents were of
of a high order, has suspended publication,
the July number being the valedictory.

Dodd, Mead & Co., have issued 2 fac-
simile reprint of Thomas Hariot’s A Briefe
and True Report of the New Found land of
Virgivia, from the first edition, 1583, Only
scven copies are known of this, * the earliest
printed original book in Lnglish language
relating to the region now comprised within
the limits of the United States.” An in-
troductory note is inserted by the editor,
Luther S. Livingston.

The Pillar of Light, by Louis Tracy,
author of The Wingsof the Morning, Mc-
Leod & Aller, Toronto, Publishers. This
is a biight, rcadable story suitable for a
warm summer day when one does not care
{o think nor he moved too much in anyway
—simply to he interested for the time being.
Without being trashy the book is quite im=
probable, and all the most approved coin-
cadenccs of the old  fashioned romance
happen. The sctiing, however, 1s original
fur the scenc is liid almost entirely ina
light-house. A terrific storm is raging when
the story opens, and the light-housekeeper,
who by the way isa man of wonderful ed:
ucational gif:s and of ccurse turns out to be
an bleman in disguice, with his daughter
and her adepled sister, manage to save
some hundred  passergers from a wrecked
vesccl. Of course each of the girls finds a
] ver and the adopted child discovers her
fathcr, an American willionaire, but then all
Americans in the world are millinoaires.
With all its extravagance in  the way of plot
the tale is well told and should find plenty
of readers.

Th Studin for August (44 Leicester Square,
Londor, Englind) opens witn a criticism of
Mr. Moffat I' Lirdner's water-colours of
Venice, by C. Lewis Hind  The first
paragraph is as follows : ¢ What art does for
us, what it has done, what it should do, are
questions to which there can be no final
answer, for the solution of the problem
must always depend upon the personality of
the inquirer, and till the last man asks the
last question of the universe such questions
will be repeated. Nobody  will deny that
the power to feel and to cxpress beauty is
one of the cssentials of the artist's equip-
ment, although a vast number of painters
flaunt their wart of this gift cvery year at the
Royal Acadcmy, the New Gallery, the sa-
loons, and at Munich. But beauty of line,
of form, of quality, of tone, of colour, itit
be inherent in the artist, must be expressed
although he be skied, intermittently rejected,
or left altogether to his lonely dream.
Beauty occurs anywhere, any time, and
when it occurs joy uprises and passes from
the work to the obscrver. If he feels itto
be beauty, it is beauty. With many artists
this power of communicating beauty would
scem to be an occasional gift ; they use it
uuknowingly. Others turn naturally to the
expression of beauty as young birds to the
air, working slowly, selecting from nature,
synthesising their impressions, content to
produce only from an artistic impuise, dis-
regardful of exhibitions with their temptat-
ions 1o show something that will outscream
the neighbouring canvasses. In this category
artists, who see nature across a temperament,
in Zola's fine phrase, and who strive to in-
terpret the beauty of the world, 1 should
place Mr. Moffat P. Lindner.”




