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HISTORY OF MEDICINE.

Within the past three centuries the 
average working life of English-speaking 
men has doubled. A few lived as long 
as now, and some strong or favored ones 
had efficient working powers as long ; but 
the common life was worn out in what 
is now middle age. In Shapespeare's time 
the 50's were venerable: “Old John of 
Gaunt, time-honored Lancaster," was 58 
when supposedly so addressed; and Ad­
miral Coligny, murdered at 53, is de­
scribed by his contemporary biographer 
as a very old man. Now, when we hear 
of a death in the 60 s, we instinctively 
feel it an untimely cutting off, in what 
should be still fresh and vigorous age, 
and even at 80 it seems but just fair ripe­
ness for the sickle. The three factors 
which have wrought this change are ad­
vanced physical comfort, medicine and its 
handmaid hygiene, and surgery. And in 
the mitigation of the frightful mass of


