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and it* very nationality pemhinK-but let any man take bis Bible

in his hand and read the history of God', judgments in times gone

by and compare them with the history of this nation, and the pro-

blem is cafily fioWed. ^^pain has long been pre-eminent m crime, and,

thcrelbre, the cup uf her national nin has become more rapidly

filled than that of wme other kingdoms, but the hand oF N-ir. I.e.

heavy on that nation, ji.^t becauso .^ho hi.s long been sunk m the

deepest vice.
, ,

The conclusion of .he whole, thercfure, ..-that when (.o,l sends

tamine, and pestilence, and league, .ml war internal. ...d war

external, upon the nation, of our earth, those .-.lamitioH under which

a nation groans are j^rovoked by the nation, sms.^ U.r.st is

Governor among the nations; and when hi. authority is disowned,

hia law.s disobeyed, his religion doHplsed, hi^ name profaned, his

Sabbath violated by national law and national practice-assuredly,

•us the King of nations, ho wiM assert his authority, and v.sit with lis

judgments the people, the countries, and the kingdoms by whom lie

is publicly insulted, and his supremacy publicly disavowed.

In drawing these remarks to ti conclasion, wo would call bpccml

attention to the following facts :—
• , •

1 That no aftliclion. whether pcr^joual, tiocial. or national, is

cither accidental or arbitrary. Every affliction and every bereave-

mout which has of late been sent among the families of this congrc-

oation and of this city, were the result of design ;
and uot only bo,

but they wore needed. Qod has had some wise purpose to «erve

bv layiur^ his hand so severely ou this city. There is some great end

in view-"—what it is, God knoweth ; but there is some great end m

view in multiplying tho widows and orphans of Hamilton It may be

to tax the generosity oi' our citizen.'^. ; it may be to try the laith of the

afflicted; it .nay be to arouse to activity and call into operation the

latent spirit of public benevolence ; it maybe to prove, by the

subsequent dealings of the Almighty, that ho can be a Fa her to

the fatherless and a husband to the widow ; or it maybe to allay the

T>ridc and the vain-glory which the rapid growth of a young city

sometimes begets ;-there is a species of civic pride which often

arrows in a young community, especially among those who have

watched with interest every atonn that has been laid, nnd have seen


