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thlVT;?'. ^"r« '^'' P^""^ "''«* «f *^« P-"* co»edie. andthe English historical plays were prmluced. To this perio,! belong.

Jitchard II. , Henri/ I V. , and Ilennj V.

Jc) 1600-1606 During this period mo«t of the great tragedies wereproduced. To this period belong to Julius Ca>sar. HamUt, Othello,h%ng Lear and Macbeth.
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(rf) 1606-1612 This is a period of later tragedy and of serious comedy.To th^s period belong ^„yo„y„,«iC/eqpa^m. Coriolanu.. CymUliZ.J he TemjiestiMxd A Winter's Tale.
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'''"''"' °' '" ^'"'^ "«'••' I'""^'^ du"°« t^i^lifetiuieIn 16A however, seven years after his death, a c.mplete collection of

Z^oricfs.
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" .'^ ^^ ^"^*^'"« "'" P""''^'-'^ ^'^"^t of paper onceWhen the printer's sheet is divided into four parts, the size of page.sknowuas„«.r.o. when divided i«to eight parts it isoc^.o; whendivided into twelve parts it is duodecimo. The plays which wereprmted during Shakespeare's lifetime were published in quarto volumes.M distinguished from the later folios.

The Theatre in Shakespeare's Time.
The first theatre in London was built in 1578. and was known a.

Si ?f H *m IV''" '"^ '"'^'^ '^"'''"' ''^^'^ ^°"«^«J. The Curtain.Tne G obe. Blackfnars. and others, were built outside the city limits inorder to escape the restrictions which were placed on the theatre bythe Puritans Most of the theatres were frame structures which wereopen to the sky. the only roofed part being the stage, oi, at most theraised seat, next the walls. The better class of people occupied seatn the boxes oyeriook.ng the sUge. or sat ou stools or reclined on therushes on the floor of the sUge itself. The Hour of the pit was merelyhard earth and ,t was not provided with seats. The admission to thepit was only a penny, and here the rabble crowded together, jostledeach other cracked nuts, ate apples, and laughed «id joked and madeport of the actors.
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The performance of the play began at three o'clock in the afternoon*nd usually lasted two or three hours. The stage was hun« with bZi
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