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em Socialism lays on the satisfaction of mere mater-

ial wants.

Even the sentimental moralist in question must ad-

mit that at the present time the end-purpose of life is

for the majority of men the satisfaction of natural

personal wants. There are not a few, it is true, who

pursue gain for the sake of gain, but this is gener-

ally after they have satisfied their animal wants.

Now the apparent ideal of certain sentimental moral-

ists I have heard talk, is an insurance against absol-

ute destitution, and the rigid repression of all fur-

ther desires over and above this minimum. The

Positivists to a great extent hold this view. Such a

state of things they think might be attainable (by a

kind of state-socialism we suppose) within the frame-

work of present society. The theory, therefore, is

not distasteful to those who see that capitalism is

unstable and indeed impossible to last as at present

constituted, but who would willingly stave off the

complete overthrow of the system. The latter are

anxious mere'y to retain their monopoly of the good

things of life, but they find a useful ally in the intro-

spective moralist who winces at the idea of removing

the causes of moral evil for fear of depriving the in-

dividual of the opportunity of "resisting tempta-

tion, and who wants to keep him deprived of th ;

comforts and conveniences of life that he may show

his strength of mind in being able to do without

them, shutting their eyes to the fact that they there-

by perpetuate moral evil.

It is the scientific Socialist who alone seriously

wishes to lead men to higher aims than merely sens-

ual ones, while caring not one jot for the empty moral


