THE SACRIFICE OF THE HORSE

in this business; they had no responsibility, however
remote and indirect, for its inception; get no benefit
out of it of any kind whatever; know none of the sus-
taining sentiments of heroism; feel no satisfaction in
duty done. They do not even—as the prayer for them
untruly says—‘offer their guileless lives for the well-
being of their countries” They know nothing of
countries; they do not offer themselves. Nothing so
little pitiable as that. They are pressed into this
service, which cuts them down before their time.”

PART PLAYED BY HORSE IN WAR

The horse still plays an important part in war, as
every army service corps officer who has had anything
to do with them well knows. The men love their
mettlesome beasts, and much trouble and worry is
pardoned and lost sight of in the comradeship which
arises between man and beast. The great part played
by motors and motor-driven vehicles in the present
war has tended to draw attention away from the work
of horses at the front, yet motor cavalry has not been
evolved. While recognizing that for moving big guns
along a well-made road motor power is very valuable, it
is still equally true that once the roads are left it is
found in practice of little use.

A remarkable feature of the European war, new,
so far as we know, to military experience, has been the
use upon an extensive scale of the heavy draught horse,
whose stately pace admits of no hurrying, but whose
great strength permits of his hauling very heavy weights
where the nature of the road does not admit of the use
of the motor.
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