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III 11^0, alihnii«h the ti.-atv of Tiovcs
lull n.iKcil.d to ll.niv \ III Kndaliil
liuiis.s.siciri i>i till- Clown m' Ki.iiir,' as
SlUvrssllll lini, invrsl.Ml hllll with th.' rr-
Himv, .111(1 n'liiniiij forrvcr the cro«ns
or hi.tiur .md Knulanil, yrl it wai drrin-
fil isMnti.il II, tlir nth arlicif to iiisnl
thai 111.' ronsi'iit of the Stairs <!.'n.Tal
woiili I..' ii.T.lcil to make It coiislitu
fi.m,, 111,- 1st I).c, n20, what «as
tali.'. tliL- Stales (i,ii,i..l met at tlu'
Hot.'! St. I'ol, hut, as 1hr\ wcrr tlK'
thr.T liiiliis iiiihcil of th.' Stale, tli.xmh
iiiilv iioin I'aris ami lluiuiiii.lv th,- Siai.-
NWIS i,.,t (oliil.h.t... atl.l the .olistltilti..li-
..lily ..I the ilailiiant's h..l.liii« eoulil i,„t
he lii.iintaill.il at that tlliie.
Th.' Stalls (ielieral has a rmhl to <le

leiniin.' the r.iyal suaessi..ii tliei, only
V* i-ii It IS in ilisimt,' or in ah.'Vancv ArtM (III Trait.' de Tro\.s. .

•• L'avis
It idiis.ntiiiii'nt lies Ktats (l.neraiix .In
niy.iuiue ser.int ileiiiamhs "

COMPOSITION OK STAT.;s {IKM-HAi,

As h.is heen sai.l the Stat.'s O.-nelal is
roiiipny., oi tlie P.'opl,-. each onler of the
IVi-pl.' (I) Nohility, (2) Cleif^v and I'l.,-
l.ssini,.,ls, and (.<) HiirKessir, lii'ini; r.'piv-
s.'iiled hy deleRat.'S ihosen hv each onler
separ.itely and taking precedi'nce in the
• rder iiaiiie.l. The most important w.-re
th.' iiol.ility and hishops, who alon.- eon-
Mitiit.d Ih.. States (ieneral until the time
•;i I.ouis Ml, when th,- llurgesses wet,'
deeim.l of importanre enough to he reeoa
iiized as part of the People, or K-'n.Tal
.sover.innty. s "

In ilie \IV cintiiry onlv thos.' of th.'
il.Ti;^ who had the t.miporal authontv
f. local masistrat.'s w.Te summoned for
Iheir ord.r. and only the "most consi-
< .•lalile amonu; the nohles hv their or-
der. For examnle. in l.nK-pr Philip V
order.. I Ins officers in Ih.' provincs I,,'
niak.' out a list of " prelates, ahhes, pre-
vosts, han.ns and other illustrious nohle-
nien. towns and nolahlo places in orderto laeilitate the c.mvoeation of Stall's
(reneral.

(
• I'r.-laz, ahhes, pr.^ots, ha-

rons (
t autres ^rans hommcs nohles, vilhs

et licus nnfahles.")

i.,h1,.""^ i^^'**"^
General nf 135,-. the no-

Miiit> and clergy numhered 800, the Third

lfL^\^ J,^'>,
This same States Gene apassed " Ordonnance de 1.1.-,5" called the

..
&'•'. fVi'' ."' '•'ance,' estahlishimr

a Council of the Kingdom of 12 nohles 4
clericals .nid 12 of the Third Estate

'

In I.auriereg • Iteon-il "
it in aai<l that

this IS the nearest that France came 1..
u written constitution.

The States <i,,ieral of < : ,^ contained
the ii.>hilil\, th.' cleruv, iiuniliers of par
liam.'nt, tlw Third Kslat.', iminlirrM of
the Iniversity and Huruukses of Pans

K.ir the Stal'S ol I KiH laeh tottii i,-
plesenled elected three immhim, a liohle
a deiir and a hurgess. (lit towns, Pii
'lepulies).

Ill l.">mi Ihi' states asseinhled at Tours
eontailied for the fust tune delinal.s
ir.iiii th.' van. HIS pr.nincial parliaments
wluili vvas consiiler.'.l uncmstitutional,
sine.' the Slates (ieiiei,il, .is a hody id
d.'i.'imin.' on th.' constitution, chos.'u
li.uii Ih.' Ilir.e ureal ilivisions of the peo-
pli' anil presi.le.l over hy tin- Kiiii:, can-
no! receive .lil.'nat.'S oi parliament who
ale OI „ h.ulv that IS a creation of the
Nl.it.s (ien.ral, or of the Constitution
ovir which Ih. Stales (iineial premdes.
The Stales of 1(111, opened at the All-

uustin.' Convenf, Pans, cimtain.'d I.i2
I. II 111.' iiohilil\, Ho for the demy I'ti
I'M the Thiril Ksf.ite Kven amone: the
lliir.l Kst.iti' l.n w.'r.' olfieers of justice
or .11 finance and mauislral.'s, l.'i wen;
.)f hut htll.' l.ss imiiorlaiice and (itl were
simple lnir«essi'S On account of the
liiilh social st.in.linu; of the Thir.l Kstale
in this sessMui, they w ishe.l in he tr.'at.'d
Willi the v,|,ii,. pM.ee.h'nc.' as the noliililv
which l.'.i M Picot to ohserve that "they
coiiihatte.l mor.' for eipialitv than for po-
litical liherty ui the discussions."
Thij maiin.'r of chosing th.' Third Kstale

111 li.S.s w.is 111.' fidlowiu'.;: ''One hun-
.Ir.d v.it.rs of th.' first detrre—citizens of
2- years olil pa\ iiii; li livrrs tax—named
.111 el.'Ctol. Th.' assi'inlilv of these el.'Ct-
ors chos.' ili'puliis and nave th.'iii their
inslriiclions." (Ch.i>isin " I.es Klections
et les Cahieis de Paris en ITSIt "

Hut the Stales (ieneral, the supreme
constitutional authoritv, was summoned
only on criliral occasions Olh.rwi.se the
supr.'ini' executive .md lemslative author-
ity w,is in the Kim; and the Council of
his piers, or the snver.'ifrn lords of the
ancient provinces, who Kave place later to
commissioned officers and nohles. The ju-
diciary authority was in the parliament
of each of the tirovinces, who derided on
the appreciation of the law and enreeis-
ti-rcd the decrees of the Kinu' in Council
To illustrate the territorial limits of even
the Parliament of Paris : Durine the
minoriiv of Louis XIV (when the parlia-
ment usurped many of the preroRatives of
sovefeicniy), the Parliament of Rouen
sent a deputation to the Parliament of


