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to prenenl them to the people. We are certainly of the opinion
that thia cjueHtion m of aufflcient maKnitude and importance to
demand the coneideration of the electom of tbia country on a
aeparate day. (Miniaterial applauae.) I cannot get away from
that. Local option in on a separate day, though the vote is
aoiiietimes doubled with municipal electiona. The .Scott Act haa
a aeparate day. I waa in the Home of Commona when it became
law. .No one wanted it to be mixed up with municipal elec-
tiorm

;
everyone ajfreed that it should Ije held on a aeparate day

Mo far aa I remember, and it waa so. The plebiacitc of 189H waii
taken on a aeparate d*y, and 1 never heard that the temperance
men wanted the plebiscite taken in 1N98 to [le taken on the day
of the municipal elections. Indeed, in looking over the papers
I hnd that the report of the Plebiacite Committee of the alliance
aaked two thinga : First, ' that the basis of the vote be the fran-
chise on which the next Parliament would be elected ; second
timt the laaue of prohibition should be submitted separate from'
hII Dther questions of public policy. Especially," the report says,
do we object to any method of raising revenue being joined with

prohibition in the vote, aa the problem of revenue has been, i»
and will continue to be a public question large and important
enough to be dealt with by itself." (Ministerial applause.) You
can only get the question separated from all other questions of
public policy on a aeparate day. If you have it on municipal
election day it is mixed up vith municipal electiona.

Previoi l^iewi as to Date.

The propriety of a vote on the question on municipal election
day was discussed in thia House in the Ontario plebiscite de-
bates of 1893. Mr. Meredith, who was then leader of the Oppo-
sition in this House, said: Another objection to the bill was
that, instead of submitting the (|uestion at the expense of the
I'rovince, It was proposed to interject it into the municipal
politics of the country. Instead of parties dividing on local
matters, the issue would be the question of prohibition, and
•"""'Cipal Councillors would be elected on the question aa to
whether or not they were for or against prohibition. Why
should not the question be submitted at the Provincial election,
at which were to be elected the men who, if they had the power
would pass a prohibitory law ? Mr. Whitney argued that the
quertion should not be submitted to the women entitled to vote
at municipal elections. That would mix it up in another way.


