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OLD AGE -AND BLIND PENSIONS IN CANADA

0ld age and blind pensions in Canada are nén+gontributory.

They are administereéd under the "0ld Age Pensions’ Acth’ (Revised
Statutes of Canada, 1927, chapter 156), amendme’} § and régilations,
lnd under the various provincial coneurrent act “The 01d " Age
Pencibne Aot made provision for the establishment of & Demfnien-

vihcial pensions plan in sueh provinces as might ehebt and-give
¥u§ther effect to special. legislation for this putposed Resybnnibility
Pot granting old age pensions té persons residing in the provinces
fests solely with the provingial authorities, 411 of Canada's nine
provincea are now participating, and the Dominion grantsi okd age
pensions:-in-the Northwest Territories, The Dominion reifiburses
the provincial authority to the extent of 75% of the net sum paid
ot by the province to such persons as are specified in the Act and
reghlationa‘

Under the provisions of the Act, an old age pénsion is
péydble to any British subject; of to one who, being & widow, is not
& British subject but was such before her marriage) of 70 'years of
age and over who 18 not in receipt of an incqme of as much as '$365 a
year), The pensioner must have resided in Canada for the 20 yearsd,
and in 'the .provimce in which the application is made for the five
years, immedimtely preceding the date of the proposed commericement
'+ of ‘pension, * The Act also provides than an applicant ‘must fiot have
assigned oy transferred property for the purpose of qualifying for
‘'a pension, Indlans; as defined in the terms of the Indian Aot, are
not eligible to recaive old age pensiona., - .
It 1s apecifically provided ‘that the receipt of a pension
shall not by itself disqualify any person from voting dat any provincial
or municipal election.

i The maximum amount of pension payable under the provisions
‘of the 0ld- Age Pensions Act 1s $240 yearly, payable in monthIy instal-
nents, This amount is subject to reduction by the amount that’the
private income of the pensioner exceeds $125 a year.  On July 24,
1943  the federal Minister of Finance announced in the Housé of Commons
that, in view of the unanimity of attitude on the part of the provin-
cial goverrments that the maximum pension payable shguld be increased
at the present time, provision would be made by means of order~in-
council under the War Measures Act to raise the maximum monthly
payment from 620 to $25. : ;

= R Order-in—Council P.C, 6367, dated August 10, 1943, authorizes
the Dominion government to enter into supplementary agreements with the
provinces, enabling a special war supplement, not exceeding §5 a month,
to be paid to both old age and blind pensioners in addition to the
. regular-pensions payable uhder the eriginal proyisiona of the Act.

* A1l the terms and conditions of the original Act are to bé 'eontinued,
including the present ratio sharing by the Dominion and the provinces
of the amount of pensions paid, as well as provisions coveripg the
maximum total income, except for the appropriate adjustmenfs in regard
to thope provisions which have to do with the maximum'pension and
allowable outside income. This supplementary war pension is not
intended to disturb any supplementary allowances now being paid by

.
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