WCT tough for international students

by Lutful Kabir Khan

Twenty-five international stud-
ents who have failed the WCT
more than three times are in danger
of being required to withdraw from
the U of A next term.

But according to Dr. Lorna
McCallum of testing and remedia-
tion, 14 out of those 25 have passed
the January 28th test.

“The rest still have the option to
appeal and write the test again,”
said McCallum.

She also refuted as false the alle-
gations that the test topics often do
not relate to international students.
“The topics are mostly very general
and universal,” said McCallum,
“they are all okayed by the Office
of International Students Affairs
(OISA) before being put on the

exam.”

She also maintained that the test
is highly reliable in measuring writ-
ing competency in English. “Each
paper is separately marked by two
different markers,” she said, “and
the corelation coefficient between
those two marks are 86%, which is
very high.”

Presently there are seven markers
holding degrees in English and Lin-
guistics. The markers look for clear
organization, well-constructed par-
agraphs, and accuracy in sentence
structure, grammar, word use, spell-
ing, and punctuation.

“There is no reason why the test
should be unfair to international
students,” she said. “All entering
students are expected to have the
same standard of competency in
English.”

But students have a very differ-
ent view. “The topics are very irre-
levant,” said Hung Deung, origi-
nally from Vietnam, “and the reme-
dial course is of little help to the
international students... I think that
in high school and in university,
there should be specific courses
just for the students whose mother
tongue is not English.”

Dick Tembo from Zimbabwe
passed the test on the first try, but
still thinks the WCT is unfair for
international students because they
aren’t able to write about as many
topics as Canadian students.

“After elimination of the often
‘incomprehensible topics about
western culture,” Dick said, “what
is left is often a very general topic,
but a topic that is very hard to write
about.”
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RESUMES

ENTERING THE JOB MARKET? MAKE SURE YOUR
RESUME STANDS OUT FROM THE REST
‘ Contact:

CORRESPONDENCE ETC.

WRITING CONSULTANTS
212, 11523 - 100 Ave. Edmonton, Alberta, T5K 0J8

(403) 482 5110

Announcing:

The Gateway PHOTO Contest

Sponsored by:

McBain Camera Lid.

o

With any black and white image
You could win 11 rolls of colour film (5 rolls for second place and 4 rolls for third).

Carousel Photographics

Calgary Photo Distributors

Deadline:  April 7th, 1986

Deli Sandwiches made to order
Quality Selection of Fresh Salads
Homemade Soup
Gourmet Desserts
Superior selection of
Breakfast Pastries
Daily Specials
Licensed for Beer & Wine
11:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

HOURS: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Main Floor SUB

Call 432-2090 for all
your catering needs.
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business enterprises.

The Alberta Opportunity
Company provides financial and
counselling assistance to small

TATIVE

SPRING SALE

20%-40%-607%
OFF
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a tender for
~ applications to run the
paddle boat franchise at
Rundle and Hawrelak Parks,
Paul Lufkin jumped in feet
first.

Paul, a full time
Commerce student at The
University of Alberta at the
time, found conventional
lenders unwilling to finance
his seasonal venture.

When he approached
AOC, Paul was introduced to
a special program for student
loans. His business proposal
was reviewed, and a loan
approved to provide a
workable cash flow to offset
operating expenses.

AOC has offices in Brooks, Calgary, Edmonto
Medicine Hat, Peace River, Red Deer, St.

Profits and staff have
increased by 100% since City
Recreational Services bought
the franchise, and new
additions such as the
‘aquatrike’ are proving very
successful.

If you're a student with
a sound business idea, call or
visit your nearest AOC office
and ask for our brochure,
Financing Alberta Student
Business.
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OPPORTUNITY COMPANY
Financing Alberta Business

n, Edson, Grande Prairie, Lethbridge, Lloydminster
Paul, and its head office is located in Ponoka.

FIVE FUN-FILLED DAYS AT THE PINK
PALACE, ONE OF GREECE'S MOST
POPULAR YOUTH RESORTS, ON
CORFU

WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF A EURAILPASS,
ENTER TO WIN THIS EXCITING PRIZ
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MAIN FLOOR SUB @ 432-2502 _

Thursday, March 20, 1986 '



