
A Prisoner of Hope
A NEW SERIAL STORY.

By MRS. WEIGALL
Resume ; Esth er Beresford is a beautiful and cbarmng girl,

Whio lias lived in England withb ler Frenchi graudmother, Madamede la Perouse, and lias tauglit music in a girls' school. Her step-niotlier's sister, Mrs. Galton, appears on thle scene and it is arrang-
ed that Esther is to go out to Malta to join lier fatiier and step)-motlier. But before lier departure, Geonfrey Haumer, au oldfriend, declares bis love for Esthier who promises a future replyto lis proposal. Slie embarks witli Mrs. Galtn and lier two ex-
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the uttermnost. Tbe chiîdren w'ere quietlv p]ayiuug iu the
garden as she went back, and slie pau sed to; tell thera
that tliey were uow to be exiled froin the second floor
of the liouse, which was to bie ýgiî n UI) to tlîe iuuvalîds,
and that the Iower roons rnust now content tbeni for
eatihîg anîd sleeping.

''Essie, is Hadji going to (lie ?"' said Lucy wxistlullv,
corning up tu lier and laying ber checck against lier sb,îk-
iflg arin.

But ECsthuer, witlu a kiss, swept tienil ail into the
verandali, and set theun to wi)rk xvitli paiuuts auid pencils
to inake a scrap-book for the little brother finît niiglit
distract tlueir tiîoughts froin the tragedy tlîat was beiuîg
enucted xitlîin doors. When she saw tlucin busily eut-
ploved, sue went into tbe bouse to relieve Koptrna froin
her faitbful watcb ut Mrs. Beresford's- si(le, and iooked
mnto the roomi whîere in charge of the sweet-faced nurse
in the blue gown, Hadji lav iii a stupor of fever. Her
father was wandering about the btouse like an unquiet
ghost, into bis wife's room, and then to watchl iadji's
struggle for hife. Serious iliness liad neyer visited the
Bereslord fainily before, since Mrs. Beresford lad always
been a complaining, invalid without any defiîuite îllness.

"You biere, Esther, still ?" lie said, wluen shc met bita
in the passage ; "'wly I thouglit you would bave for-
saken the sinking ship hike a rat. I met your young mari
just now, and lie told me lie lad cornte to take you back
to the Palace with Lady Adela."

"I could not leave you, father," sa'id Esther sirnply
41you do not blame me ?

"I ! lamre, you ? Chuld, in the face of death aIl onc's
hopes and ambitions seem so small anîd petty. I bad
begun to tliink that you were becomîing a woman of
the world, but tbank Cod, you are my iittle girl still."

He bad taken ber by the urmn, and was looking into
bier face so earnestly that Esthier was friglitcned.

"Father, is--is Hadji going to die ?" she said.
Major Beresford nodded. "So St. Leger tbinks, Essie

-little Hadji-you and I bave got to go througli the
Valley of the Shadow witlî him, for your step-mother is
very ili too ; beaven knows wbere tbey cauglit the
fever."

Hie passed on, back to bis work again, witlî tbe gait
of an old man, atid Esther went back to the chîdren too
stunned for tears. She was sitting in the veranduli
when Delaney brouglit her a note witli the Palace crest
upon it, auîd sle opened it witb a beating heurt, since it
was ber first love letter from Alwyne.

'Deurest Esther,-
"I cannot believe that you wish deliberately to go

agaitust my wishes, for in that case our bappiness does
not seemn "either possible or probable. But as 1 feel
sure yon wihl liave now had timne to, consider the situa-
tion i an impartial light, and wiil be able to realise
that it is my love for you that dictates my unxiety, I
beg you to come to the Staniers' to-niglit. If the ex-
pense of nursing bas anything to do With the difficuity,
of course, dearest, you must let me be your bunker, and
provide another nurse. This will be a test of your love
for me, tliat vou wili corne to the Palace if you realiy
love me.-F. A."

So it liad corne to this--the strile between duty and
worldly success ; and Esther rose and paced the veran-
dali in the evening liglit, making up ber mimd to the
great decision. The appeal to ber love left ber cold, but
the appeal to ail tînt was worldly wîthin ber, stirred
lier soul to' its very foundations. If she refused to go
to the Staniers now, she knew that huis pride would ne-
yer forgive bier, and that the final decision would mean
giving up ahi thuat ladl grown very dear to lier, and ac-
cepting the humble position in ber father's bouse that
she bud anticipated at first. On the one band ber
fatber's unxiety, and Hadji's fittle, feeble hands held lier,
while out of the future ail thut was possible for ber in
the possession of a greut naine and position, shone out
beckoning to bier.

She laid hier burning head upon the cool rail of the
balcony. Below bier, in the littie bay, the blue sea lay
breathing like a dbuld asieep, and in the dlean opal of
heaven a solitary star came out above the Camp.

-,O, God heip'ime 1"1 she said simuply, like a littie child;
and the answer came to lier as it does to ail wbo ask
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