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of a vast, interesting land whose mere geography
is just beginning to be obvions. The schoolboy who
has headacbed over the rivers and the coast waters
and the mountain ranges of Canada might be taught
a very lively lesson in Canadian geography if be
could sit in the gallery of the House with bis
teacher and see' the men that Canada sends from
the furthermost boundaries to discuss
matters of government.

Perbaps thïe United States Con-
gress is a sp)ectacle more heterogen-
eous, from a. large number of small
states. But the House of Commons
is quite as interesting 'a collection;
not perbaps as types, of which we
have fewer than the United States;
most obviously engaging because
first of all ît is the most remarkable
bi-lingual parliament in the world.
Immediately you single ont the Pre-
mier as the most distinctive man in
the House and also as the most con-
summate master of French and Eng-
lish in any Parliament. Leaving out
of count bis Ministers for the present
you look for the French members,
most of whomn are on bis side of the
House; the unmistakable atnîosphere
of the parish and the habita-nt, the
priest and the river-front farm, the
bush-runner and the town lawyer-
happily focussed in these two score
or so of men who are the solidest
single interest in, the House, the Chau~
most seldom heard in'debate and of-
ten the most eloquent when they are.

But if the niembers of the House spoke, half the
languages of Europe they wouW be scarcely more
cosmopplitan. than they are;. gathered from moun-
tain and prairie, from mnining camp and'lumber
woods; from the cultivated township and the fur
post; the Ontario manufacturing town and the
fishing v 'illage down on the Atlantic, fromi the
~iLkon and from Cariboo; from the Bay of Fundy
and the Gut of Canso; the commercial metropolis
and the hamlet. There are men in that House who
deal with 'millions of money and men who have
driven dogs; old-timers from the lumber camps of
the north shore and downy-faced youths who neyer
even slept over-nigbt on a farm; men from. the
ranches and froni the canyons; some who know
the chinook and some who have neyer been within
eyeshot of a real mnountain; men who represent the
littie Englands, Scotlands and Irelands and Ger-
manys of Ontario, and those who are elected by the
nolyglot communities that hail fromi most of the
countries of Europe to the wheat lands of Sas-
katchewan an d Alberta. The social and industrial
hasis of Canada might be reconstructed from the
House of, C ommons; its manuifacturîng and its
mnining, its lumbering and its agriculture, its fruit
farns and its cattie ranges. Men there who know
primarily the plains; cunning ini the trails of the
fur post-able to wear moccasins with dignity; men
wlto see mountain peaks every morning - except
when in Ottawa; nien who own stearn plouighs on
the prairie and have redskins for neighbours in the
his,

There is that eclectic character to thue Canadian
House which would bc much less noticeable in~ the

Patriotismn and "Scoundrels."
An old cynic bas said that "patriotism is the

last refuge of a scoundrel." One migbt spend a
few bours in Ottawa, however, without suspecting
that in the case of a percentage of members it is
anything worse than the casual diversion of a hored

ere Fahls--Where Ottawa gets its nature-music and its water-

man. But there is anothier phase to the picture;
and it is exprcssed by a typical debate'in -the House
of Commnons.

.By a sort of irony the'first voice I beard.-in the
House was Mr. Poster. Fron bis custom ary .seat
beside the lead7er' of-tbe Opposition he was deliver-
ing-mainly to the Premier 'opposite-a' bighly
Fosterian speech. The tones were clear' and the
voice was loud. The cadences fell with a highly
certain stroke. As to gesture and attitude, the
si>eech had most of th celements of an oration. The
member for North Toronto and ex-Minister of
Finance was obviously in earncst - as a patriot

should be. Now and again in consonance with
deadly strokes of bis vowels, bis rigbt h
descended categorically upon the left; now he
a band on each desk across the aisle and lea
dramatically across the table while he looked I
searching analysis into the face of the Preil
who, having peculiarly locked bis fingers, regar

bim astutely-as he bas done nl
an bour before.

Prom the oft-repeated allusionl
the First Minister it was evident i
tbe speech was of broad'national
terest. The more earnestly tbe
mier regarded the speaker the n
dramatic Mr. Poster becatue.
plause fromn the opposition bern
was loud and frequent. Wben
speaker turned to, face bis own pa
the desks rattled a volley. Bttt Cý
the Government side there sprea
sort of transitory sneer. Evidel
the speaker was accusing theG
ernment., The ablest debater ini
House was acting in the capacitY
arcb-critic. His moral sense
roused. The morality of the ci,
Opposition was roused. It Wa
figbting episode. To one who
neyer beard of Mr. Poster it WC
bave seerned that a prophet
arisen in Israel. The senti1n<

»laiided by. the, Opposition wer# e
lofty character. The couintry's

power. terests were being assailed. 'I'lpo.er. was an enemy at the gate. The
ernment and the Prime Ministerb lexhorted to be up and doing whîle yet it is ci

day. , And to-the uninformed onlooker it was
dent, that 'a 'great moral issue was at stake, and.
feli 'quite'uplifted that such a bit of'real drariia
been bis firt glimpse fthe parliamentary St

ýSo abstruse was the look of the Premier;
impassioned thec words of the speaker. It was
the Navy Bill and the separatist bogey. It
not the German scare. Neither was it the sur
and our relations with the rest of Europe. It '
not the maximum tariff and our manifest des$
as an integral part of t~he American continent

In short there was nothing in the Empire or
Europe or in thie international relations of 1
Amnerica that caused this eruiption of morali
oratory from Mr. Foster. The cause was PU
Canadian. It was even narrower; it was Pa
The spectre that Mr. Poster was trying to bar

had plainly been evoked by the GovernmeInt-
it was big enough to have become a fundar-e
issue. It had corrupted the springs of national
political life. The time bad come for Israel t
her housi- in order. Good government demn"
it; the Opposition clamoured for it;, the e
from sea to sen were waiting anxiouslyfo
moral regeneration.

Wben Mr. Poster sat down it looked as thO
the only thing for the Government to do Wa
make a confession through the Prime Ministe
by a resolution abolish patronage.
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