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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
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Will receive extra copies sufficient to make up for the reduction in price.
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EDITOR’S TALK

HIS is addressed to the people who write, or who think about
writing, Canadian short stories. It is thergfore of interest to
far more people than one might suppose, for almost every in-
telligent man or woman has the desire to write and may some

day beget a manuseript. The Editor’s message to such people is:

Try Not to-Write a War Story!

There have been very excellent war stories written—some by Cana-
dians. We still have in the Courier Office manuseripts which we in-
tend to publish and in which the theme of war is paramount. But
the day of the war story is coming to an end. In England many of
the best magazines have been steadily refusing even to consider any
Piece of fiction which was centred around the war. The truth of the
matter is that war is stranger than fiction. The real episodes of this
War far outshine the creations of even the most lively imaginations.
You can’t possibly think out half the new things, or a twentieth of
the real heroics that the war causes in a day.
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One More Piece of Advice.

Write of the things you know—rather than the things you don’t
know anything about. Write about the plain men and women and
the ordinary episodes of life, BUT in such a way that your readers
Will see the inherent true-ness (so to speak) of your observation. And
DON’T take it for granted that a good story must always end with
4 pair of lovers embraced.

Of course you may have the gift for writing stories with intricate
and absorbing plots. So must the better. Plots are always welcome,
But it is surprising what good stories can be written without “plot”’

111 the ordinary sense of the word. Stories that indicate, for example,

Such things as the inherent restlessness of Canadians, or the inevitable
Optimism of the west. Even tragedy, if it is written for truth’s sake
Tather than for mere gloominess’ sake, is worth trying.

And above all, let us reiterate the old advice: write—and re-write.
Then when you have re-written—re-write again.

Canadian Courier—évery one of ‘the good Canadian publications— |
finds it difficult to get good Canadian stories. You can assist us and

assist yourself perhaps.
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WHY NOT FLORIDA FOR YOUR WINTER TOUR?
THE ATTRACTIONS ARE UNSURPASSED.

Beautiful Paim Trees—Warm Sea Bathing—Orange and Banana
Groves—Golf—Tarpon Figshing—Luxurious Hotels for all Pockets,

TWO NIGHTS ONLY FROM TORONTO.
WINTER TOURIST TICKETS NOW ON SALE.
Fast train 4.00 p.m. daily from Toronto, via

CANADIAN PACIFIC
MAKING DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT DETROIT.

Particulars from Canadian Pacific Ticket Agents, or write W. B,
Howard, District Passenger Agent, Toronto. /

cape the Frost!

In Victoria or

- Vancouver, B.C. Hi
Canada’s Own Winter Resorts, and Spend i Ns{'
Your Money at Home -
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Average Sunshine ’ {

5% Hours Daily uwp

Splendid Roads for Motoring—Golf the Year Round—
Fishing, Hunting and Shooting

Three Superb Trains Leave Toronto
Each Week

Get Full Particulars, Through Tickets and Reservations from
Nearest C.'N. R. Agent or write R. L. Fairbairn, General
Passenger Agent, 68 King St. E., Toronto, Ont.

TRAVEL

CANADIAN NORTHERN
ALL THE WAY

15th ANNOUNCEMENT

"SEA LEGS

On some voyages it takes a passenger a long time
to get his ‘‘Sea legs.”’ He finds it hard to
accustom himself to the oecean’s pitch and
roll. But this is not the experience of the
man who voyages by the West India ships |
of the ‘‘Royal Mail ;’’ he becomes used to the
motion almost immediately for these ships,
with their big capacity filled with eargo, are
probably the staunchest and steadiest craft
that plough the western ocean. Even the

poorest sailor need not worry about feeling
sea sick if he plans hi{s visit to the West
Indies by a ship of the ‘‘Royal Mail.”’
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Many pecple are sending their Couriers to the boys at the frent. The Couri
is a good “letter from home.” 8end more Couriers and still more.




