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THE ROMANCE 0F THE

RE.XPER.

T' ltas beetî asscrtcd îuiany timies
Ithat this is a commercial, flot to

say materialistic age. Doublets
andl court garb are no longer the
fashion and the plain business suit is
the onîy masculine xvear. Whien
p)irates and other picturesque charac-
bers are in the great army of the
lJnemployed it is flot surprising that
the modiern novt'list or writer of
essavs sbould turni ta the existing
world of finance for inaterial. Cap-
tains of industry may not be so strik-
ing as the gentlemen who sailed un-
der the black flag but they inay be
made, under the mtanipunlation of an
imaginative liiographer, fairlv inter-
csting figures to the Twenticth Cen-
tury reader.

During the last ten years there bas
arisen a group of writers wbo devote
themsclvcs to conmmercial subieets or
characters, seldorn stopping short of
linge trusts and impressive militi-
miillionaires. The mîodern magazine is
sure to contain an article with refer-
ence ta stugar, wbeat, coffee, steel,
copiier or alunintum andi the iniagnates
wvho cotîtrol the production anti prices
of sncb tuseftul commiodities.

Arnong new books dealing wvith
stich subjeets, ThIe Roinance of the
Rea/'er by Hlerbert N. Casson. author
of Tlhe' Romance of Steel, will prob-
ahlv be of unustial interest. Mr. Cas-
soli is a Canadian by liirtb, the son of
a Methodist minister and he bas al-
reatiy gained a reputation as a writer
on inîlustrial themes. lus story about
the steel mianufacture and extension
xvas told with remiarkable vividness
and was ftrst ptullislbed in Munsey's
Mugazine. A Canadian ought to
know sonîething of wheat and Mr.
Casson will tloubtless include his na-
tive country in this study of North
Amierican ha rvests. An advance no-
tice says of the book: "It is a won-
ilerful stary of our most useful busi-
ness a metlley of mechanit-s, million-
aires, kings, inventars and farmners."
(Doubleday, Page and Co., New
York.)

MRS. WARD'S VISIT TO

CANADA.

THlERF, are few living novelists
who have won the place accord-

etl to Mrs. Hunuphry Ward. (Most
of the Toronto papers, by the way,

insist on spelling the word, Humn-
phrey.) It is said tbat Miss Corelli's
romances are the m-ost \videly read
works in modern fiction; but popular-
ity and literary menit arc not synony-
mous. Mrs. WXard seldom falîs short
as an artist and usually makes herself
feit as a possessor of ideas. Robert
Ijisnere created a decitiet sensation
nii the later eighties ani no one may
declare bow far it was advertised by
Mr. Gladstone's review. The book
xvas preacbcd about until nîany cburcb
memibers bougbt it and xvere grievous-
ly (lisappoirtted at receiving fia shock.,
'lihe History of David Grieve, pub-

lisbed about seventeen yea rs aga, îs
the strongest book Mrs. Ward bas
writteuî and will bie remembered
when Marcella and Kitty Ashe are
uiot even gbostly memories.

Lt is ta be debated wbether the fact
that Mrs. Ward is an Arnold was flot
an early handicap. Lt may have been
depressing, at the outset of bier liter-
ary career, to be reminded that the
great Mattbew Arnold was her uncle
and that miucb was ta bie expected
froni the niece of a famous literary
critic. Macaulay, in bis essay on
John Milton, appears to cansider for-
tuai sciîolanly training a disadvantage
to the imaginative writer. Milton, in
bis eyes, wvas a poet in spite of bis
academnie studies. Hence. it mav be
that Mrs. Humpbrv Ward deserves
great praise for rising superior to
the constant admonition "to be an
Arnold," and praving berseif a novel-
îst in spite of tradition.

Mrs. Ward bas been visiting in
Montreal for the last fortnigbt and
will camne ta Toronto next week wbere
she will lecture an May 18 in Asso-
ciation Hall on The' Peasant lement
in Lîterature. Mrs. Ward is deeply
unterested in providing playgrounds
for the cbildren in large cities and bas
accomplisbed a great deal towards
tbat desirable end. However, her To-
ronto readers will probably be glad
that ber subject of address is ta be
literary rather than philanthropie.
Canada is fainiy supplied witb women
who can talk exhaustiveiy about the
vnar whom we have so much with us.
In fact, Toronto bas been most thon-
ougbly dosed with the poverty-
strickeuî and their needs. Just by way
of change, it wiil be pleasing to bear
of the peasant in literature. instead of
baving the immediate distress of the
man with the hoe pressed tipon public
attention.

1POEMS 0F OUTDOORS
AT THE FERRY.

E. PAULINe JOINSON.
\Ve are waitîng in tbe nigbtfall by the

riven's placid rim,
Summer silence ail about us, save

wbere swallows' pinions skim
'rhelstiil grey waters sharpiy, and the

widening circies neach,
With faintest, stillest music, the white

gravel on the beach.
The sun bas set long, long ago

against the pcariy sky.
nim branches lift their etcbing uap in

arches slîght and high.
Debind us stands the forest, ,with its

black and lonely pines;
Before us, lîke a silver thnead. the aid

Grand River winds.
Far down its banks the village lights

are creeping onc by one;
Far up above, witb hoiy torch, the

evening stars look down.

Amiid the iistening stiliness, you and
1 have sulent gnown,

Waiting for the'river ferry,-waitinz
in the dusk alone.

At last we hear a veivet step, sweet
silence reigns no more;

'Tis a barefoot, suniburnit littie boy up-
on the other shore.

Par tbro' the waning twiiight we can
sec hini quickiy knecl

To lift the beavy chain, then turn the
rusty oId cog-wheel;

And the water-iogged aid ferry-boat
moves siowiy from the brink,

Breaking ail the star's reflections with
the waves that rise and sink:

While the water dripping gentiy from
the nising, falling chains,

Is the only interruption ta tbe quiet
that remains

To luli us into golden dreams, to
charmn our canes away

With its Lethean waters flowing
1 neath the bridge of yesterday.

Oh! the day was calm and tender, but
the nigbt is calmer stili,

As we go aboard the ferry, wbere we
stand and dneam. until,

We cross the sleeping river, witb its
restfui whisperings,

And peace falîs, like a feather froni
saine passing angel's wings.

(Continued on page 2ô)

and oege KINGSTON.
ONTARIO

ARTS
EDUCATION
TIIEOILOGY
MEDICINE

SCIENCE (Including Engineering)

The Arts Course may be talcen with-
out attendance.

For Calendars, write the Registrar,

GEO. Y. CHOWN, BA.,
3 Kingston, O)ntarjo.

McGi11 'University
MONTREAL

Session 1908-1909

Course ini Arts, Applied Science,
(Architecture, Chemistry, Metallurgy,
Theory and Practice of Raîlways, and
Civil, Electrical, Mechanical and Min-
ing Engineering) Law, Medicine, and
Commerce.

Matriculation Examintions will com-
mence on june s5 th and September
ioth and Examinations for Second
Vear Exhibitions and Third Year
Scholarsbips, will commence on Sep-
tember ioth.

Lectures in Arts, Applied Science,
and Commerce, will begin on Septem-
ber 21st ;in Law on September i5 th;
in Medicine on September 16th.

Particulars regarding examinations,
entrance requirements, courses of
study, fees, etc., can be obtained on
application to

J. A. NICHOLSON, M. A.
Regiutrer.

Royal Victoria
Collee #

A residenîtal hall for the women students
o! McGill University. Situated on Sherbrooke
Street, in close proxirnity to the University
Bu ildings and Laboratores. Students o! the
College are admitted t0 the courses in Arts of
McGill University on identical terme wîth
men. but mainly lu separgte classes. In addi-
tion t0 the lectures gîven by the Professors
and Lecturers of tbe University, students are
assisîed by resident tutors. Gymnasium,
skating rink, tennis courts, etc. Sehnlarships
and Exhibitions awardod annually.

Instructions iu aIl branches of music in the
MoGill (Jonservatorîum of Music,

For turther particulars. address
The. WassIen. Royal Vittoria Collais,

Noutreai.

SHQRT STORY WRITING
do«a psy wel. We teaci, il mail eilecîively
by mail. Testimonials and particulan s ent
free on request. Write SHAW CORRES.
PONDENCE SCHOOL, Toronto.
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ît costs. They own

UNDERWOOD Typewrîters.

UNIITED TYPEIRRITER CO. Mt.
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