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AN OLD-TIME SCHOOL CLQSING
By E. G. G.

T HERE was excîtement in theneighbourhood, for in the
school-house at the cross-roads

was to be held, that day, the yearly
examination of the fifty pupils who
had attended school during the win-
ter months.

The girls had cunled their hair and
put on muslin gowns; the boys, fresh
fromn a bath in the creek and a h'ome-
made hair-cut, looked their best.

The teachers of the county always
visited each other's "closing" teo 01-
tain fresh hints on the cultivaition of
the young idea. So, when the hour
of opening arnived, the platform *was
filleil with teachers, while every seat
was cnowded by the parents of the
Ichilâren.

The dunce's cap and stool, as well
as the birch rod, wene put away in
the darkness of a small closet, while
the maps and candle-holders were
adorned with lilacs and maple boughs.
A bowl of June roses stood on the
desk, while Miss Mowat (who was
the best disciplinarian in the county)
was arnayed in her Sunday dness of
black alpaca.

The examiînations, which wene oral,
were seasons of delight, as various
games of skill were held which sharp)-
oued the juvenile wits as many mod-
ern methods do nlot pretend. There
was the spelling-match in which Me-
linda Higgins "spelled down" the
school and was honoured by words
of praise fromn the inspecton.

Next came the mental arithmetic
competition, in which the fox-and-
hare problem figured. May Chalmers
who was renowned for jpossessing a
"head for figures," easily won - to
the chagrin of her rival, Susie Hicks.

The grammar dlass had an exciting
coxltest, when nouns and pronouns,
vertbs and adverbs, prepositions and
conjunictions, were allotted their law-
fui places in the paragraph.

I rememben being called to the
board to bound Russia. It was as
dîfficult then for a small girl as it
is now for the capacious brain of the
modern statosman. Seized with stage
fright, I began to cry and was con-
demned te defeat hy the stern voice

menit, daintily inscribed, were aIl we
needed as rewards and they were
more artistic than many of the daubs
s0 common to-day.

The facial expressions and gestures
of the friends wene both amusing and
inspiring while the drîlling of the
classes was in pnogress. Portly Mrs.
McKim, who was a pillar in the
Methodisýt Society, emitted ecstatic
little whoops, which sounded like
"Glory !" when hiem kith or kmn pro-
vailed. Joshua Higgins, a stauinch
Tory of the old school, blew his n-ose
and stmuck the bench with his doubled
fist when bis great son Peter, six feet
in his stockings, was beaten by "that

littie upstart of a Grnt" in the mental
arithmetic contest. But these ebulli-
tions of the old Adam cooled when
the long tables were spread and fairly
creaked under the weight of the good
things provided.

When hain and home-made bread
and sweet butter-frosted plum cake
and pies of every kind were consumed
-when cheers had been given for
Miss Mowat and "God Save the
Queen" sung by s'trong, clean voices-
the jarring notes of dissent and envy
died away and we went home under
the stars, tired and content that we
were Canadians, under the rule of
"the best Queen that ever lived."

This seems a meagre curriculum,
but it was the simple but sure founda-
tien for the caneer of somre of our
most distinguished Empine-buildens.
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you she very awkward customer,
think p'r'aps you done better stop
there and marry hiem. Well, ghe gone
now, thank Heaven!1 seemn to drop
in sea, and hope she stay there."

"Jeeki," said Alan, necovering him-
self, "listen to me: this is ail infernal
nonsense, we have gone thmough a
great deal and the nerves of both of
us are overstrained. We think we
saw what we did not see, and if vou
dare to say a single word of it to
your mistress ll break your neck. Do
you understand?"

"Yes, Major, think so. Ahl 'fernal
nonsense, nerves stmainied, didn't see
what we see, say nothing of what did
see to Mrs. Major, if eithom do say
anything, t'other one break his neck.
That aIl right, quite uniderstand. Any-
thing else, Major ?"

"Yes, Jeeki. We have had somte
wonderful adventures, but they are
past and done with, and the less we
talk, or even think about them: the
botter, for there is a lot that would
be rather difficult to explain, and if
explained would scarce be believed."

"Yes, Major, for instance, vory
difficuit explain Mns. Barbara how
Asika so fond of you if you only tell
lier, 'Go away, go away l' ahl the time,
like old saint-gentlemnan to protty girl
in pictume. P'r'aps she smell rat."

"Stop your ribald talk," said Alan
in a stern voice. "lt wouild be botter
if, instoad of making jokes, you gave
thanks to Providence for brinpinp,

Just then the full moon appeared
out of a'bank of clouds, and as it rose
higher, fiooding the world with light,
Jeeki' s spirits rose also."

"Asika neyer corne in moonshine,"
hoe said, "that not the game, against
rule, and after aIl, what Jeekî done
bad? Ho very gond fellow meally.
Aylward great villain, serve him. jolly
well right if Asika spîflicate him, that
not Jeeki's fault. What -Jeeki do, hoe
do to save master and missus who hoe
love. Care nothing for hisseif, ready
die any day. Keep it dark to save
them, too, 'cause they no like the
story. If once they know, it always
beave taste in mouth, saine as bad
oystem. Also, Jeeki manage very well,
take Major safe Asikiland ('cause
Little Bonsa make him), give him
vemy interesting time there, get him
plenty gold, nurse him when hoe sick,
nobleMungana, bring him out again,
find Miss Barbara, catch hated, rival
and bamboozle ahi Asiki armny, bring
happy pair to coast and mamry them,
arrange first-class honeymoon on ship
-Jeeki do ail these things, and lots
more hoe could tell; if hoe vain and not
poon humble nigger."

Once more hoe paused a while, lost
in the contemplation of his own mod-
estv and virtues, thon continued:

"This very ungrateful wonld. Major
there, hie not say, 'Thank you, Jeeki,
Jeeki, you great, wonderful man.
Brave Teeki. artful Teeki 1 Teeki smart
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