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THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

Tales of the 'Hard'y Nova Scotians
Who Take the Big “Red” Sea
Lobsters

Written for The Western Home Monthly by Bonnycastle Dale

wed HILE the rest of Canada is
/il just shaking off the mantle
of snow in late February
these hardy men - of Nova
Scotia are getting ready to

‘set out their lobster “pots” or “traps.”

has from one hundred
are big heavy crates
made of bended rough unplaned branches
ebout an inch through. Divided into
three places, where the lobster creeps in,
finds the bait in the centre compart-
ment, and “the pariour,” where he finds
himself imprisoned, al} the outer cover-

When the March galés blow it is hard
for the lobsterman, once in this har-
bour, when all the traps were set out
on the first day (several thousand
traps), all baited with sculpin or her-
ring, all held down by the big flat
ghones in the bottom of each, all marked
by a floating buoy painted in the col-
ours claimed by each other (a strong
fine connects buoy and trap). So after
months of labour building these thou-
gands of traps, buying tke.laths which

And each man

Laddie, Jr., and a 10 pound lobster.

form the outer side, knitting the en-
trance nets and bait nets—here they
are all set out on the first day of
March,

“How many lobsters did you get that
day?” asked Laddie.

“Better ask how many traps we saved

- from the storm which swept upt” said

the lobster man. “The under tcw swept
most of them out to sea and the rest
were dashed up broken on the rude
shore.”

Late on Saturday night all the lob-
ster traps were repaired from the last
violent storm, all that could be salvaged,
and every one was fishing, every trap
was out in from five to twenty-five
fathoms, . Then all the lobstermen
rowed out in their wee punts to their
motor boats, and “put putted” off up
the harbour to the inner anchorages
Dear the wharf, leaving Laddie and I
alone at Herring Rock.

Early Sunday morning we were
awakened by a tremendous rainstorm.
Looking out I saw a ewe wwith two
newly-born lambs standing in the.down-
pour. The two pretty wee things were
shivering under the torrential rain, the
water pouring off them in streams as
the mother sheep mnever offers to help
her yvoung, not even when they lie near
her ot night. The most she ever does is
to -mell or nudge them. They do not
even know enough to cuddle up to her.
W watched them lie down mear in the

sop:ing turf.  All this time the wind
Wi~ ~ctting in from the sea and a de-
cid-! <well was arising, making it look
ba: ‘or the several thousand traps which

We. o et within a five mile radius.

We have been astounded at just how
many lobsters this limited ground would
yield. From Lower Point Joli Head to
Black Rock, at the western end of. Sandy
Bay, was about five miles, and the outer
edge of the ground they were setting
their traps on was three miles out. Then
there was the mile wide harbour chan-
nel in which they also trapped. It was
a common thing for the forty men lob-
stering there to sell three to four tons
of lobsters from a single day’s haul, cr
at times from two days’ haul. That

means seven to ten thousand lobsters
taken out of that five mile square fish-
ing ground, and this keeps up for fifty
days out of the ninety of the open sea-
son,

All this day Sunday the rain simply
poured down in streams and the wind
continued to rise, so that at'nightfall
there was a heavy sea setting in the
long narrow harbour and Kicking up

uite a bit of windchop. We watched

em pick out an extra wet spot for
their night’s quarters, and then the
darkness shut out the wild scene. There
is a telephone in ths fishing cabin, and
it thrummed all the night long with the
strong electric current running. Many
a time we turned in our bunks during
the night and listened to the storm
howling in from the open Atlantic, and
wondering just how the thousands of
lobster traps were weathering it.

Next morning at grey dawn I peeped
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out to see if the lambs bad lived
through the terrible night! Good
luck! Both were stiffleggedly taking a
warm drink from the soaking wet
mother. A terrible sea was running.
The waves were so high that they ex-
tended right across the mile wide har-
bour and roared in their might as they
passed inland. But not a trap was to
be seen along the shore. We ate
breakfast, and as soon as the bright
sun crept up over the spruce tipped hills
and barrens to the east we started
off through the woods to the outer
beach. Here the sight was magnificent.
Huge white-crested rollers were sweep-
ing in from the sea and breaking in
mighty masses of foam and spray on
the headlands, so we were too busy with
our cameras picturing the might of old
ocean.

“There’s & trap,” squealed Laddie
above the gale. There came the first in

Prosperity!

OU would say that the man pictured
here was well-to-do.
appearance gives an air of Prosperity

that is a distinct adsetinhisbusineuand

social life.

Now imagine him with a couple of day’s
growth of beard! Who now would guess
his prosperity. He no longer holds his head

so erect!

Yet a few swift strokes of his keen-edged
Gillette, and he is ready to face the world
again—sure of respectful attention!

Are YOU depriving yourself
than you can imagine by
‘purchase of your Gillette Safety Razor ?

Do you realize that there is something more

than easier shaving,

smoother chin coming from your investment
of $5.00 in a Gillette?
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Razor

His smart

of far more
delaying the

time saved, and a

- NO STROPPING
—NO HONING

Make a point of asking jour town
dealer to show you some GILLETTE
Safety Razor Sets, including the new

“Big Fellow” at

Look prosperous—it is the first step towards

being prosperous!
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