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in relation tothe trade and revenue of the island, and ýa;ain assuring us of his anxiety te
promote-itsproeapty, we then took our leaç, well satisfied with our interview, and of the

determaination eymced b y lhe noe Duka to render justice at ast to Newfoundland.
On Friday the29th Ju,1y, w had n inteview with 3ir. Strachey at the Colonial Depart-

ment, a.crding tothe irequest of .te Dulke of Newcastle, on the subject of free trade with
the jUnited States,"and the 'neröacliments of the French on the fishery grounds of the
colony. This gentlemen evined a ively interest in the matter of colonial trade, doubtless
he had.the fUconfiedencecf thé Colonial Secretary, and entered with much particularity
into its various ions and details. ith regard to free trade, ho stated that he had been
led to believethai it, was the desire of the inhabitants of Newfoundland net to be ineluded
in any measure hiclmigt bl adopted an the subject; and tlis impression was strengthened
bîthei representations fthe Champer o Commerce of St. John's; but he now formed a
differeut opinioq, Iopking to the roko1utions of the Assembly, thbuglh Mr. Archibald, the
Attorney-geneirl ofthe islnd,,whoh bcen with him, urged an objection to the proposition
of-including that colony, as.the 1oss which would accrue tb the revenùe by the free admission
of American p-rodue could nàt benad good. We removed this erronceous impression,
showimg that if there ,werea goyernmn in the colony 'which could command a majority in
the Assembly, thernig iles, ay chnge effeéted in té tariff which wvould be ïendered
necessary te.neét 4e , tin tedtha("s trade %vas anticipated from free

tercourse igtheAmencans,, enpor aswell ,as exports 'would ncrease proportion,
and the revenue woId 1d consequentIy suffer.' any mdixunution. Mr. Little entered into an
elaborate statement ,of tho trade, retns f t colr y, t id thè advatages of reciprocity,
andMstated th'a i'é'ed not i at t imnösiioof n equal rate of five or six per
-cent. advalorem, for mre purpoes of evenue,,on certain stated articles imported into the
island from ie,United Stts and, all 6theïcuiltries, or into the Unitéd States from New-
foundland, woul nòetforim an ,lstacle o the proposcd ariangement, but if it shoùld be
~objected to, it shoild tgtand$ theWay of a settlenint of thequestion, as the advantages
to be derived the lcoiy fror th'e mensuee far outweîghed a deficiendcy of revenue, which

.could be eailys d "fiaild ithe Civil List, and re-adjusting the scale of duties
un osedby. the o Lgatur,

r.Sirachey th enstat'dý his coh vîins that nomensure of recipricity would be con-
pléted without 4nclading Newtoundland in any general ageement that miglt be effected, or
in a separate claue beaàrïg u hei peculiar position on the score of herrevenue, and'that

-hewould behnppy iffã wol. de Mr Cardwll, the Pràsident Of the Board cf Trade, on
thié subjeot.W te doureuse d ho undertobk te prcure'au interview for us

~witb him. r
,The'otherp int ahich vai derem of great moment by Mr.Strachey, was tho Fishéry ques-

tion., We said wiih reard to the' rnch queostion, Newfoundland was almostsolely interested
S-other coloniesvere not enged tnpg the' cd to the'extent that w¥6were, and it was in
reference to the codl fishery that we ceomplihd of thé eidroacxhments of the Frecich. Hie

. saidías:thereecould,be.any variety dfinterpr'tations f'th6 trehties betweri the two nations
on the fishery, it îvouU1 U. ivell if tliey ould b lAemeridd so as to define the actual'ri hits of
both nations. W agreed tlmt it vould be desirable, but we trusted'thatlai any deýnition
of the treaties,,pno right enîo possessed by the Newfoundlanders Would be infringed, and
particularly that Belle Tlse sbould not be giv - up, ner should àny right to fish for bait on
our coast be permnid. . ie said tiere 'ivas ne .tention whatever to give up Belle Ile,
but a concurren right te fish theré was rnidoted. We said it weuld be just as well to surrender
Belle Ilie altogeteras te allow the French a right to flsh"there, it was a station of tlie
greatest importance to a large.portion of the population of the eolony Who traded and fished
at the LabradorWell, he said ,the questions on which there was a difference of opinion
with the French could onlye bo settled,by a compromise on both sides, the Newfoundlanders
should:net bo tooextre'me; they räight be less benefited by seeking too ruch, as by wisely
conceding a little., thought it ïvould b'most expedient that, as residence or establishîment
waw now ferbidden on certain portions of the shore, vhere o'ood soU existed, that this part of
the coat shouldbe given up te the exclusive possession othe colonists-that is from Cape
Ray to a point, sayeqiddetant fror it and Cape John, and the other part should remain
in the possession of the~Fréncl èxelusively; this ivuld reinedy the present doubtful inter-
pretation of thetreaties with respect to concurrent rights of fishery. As to allowing them
to take bait, Lel aid, it was aséd fer, but not up to this present moment decided; but he
thought that, if well11owed tlie Amýcricns, the ri'ht of fishory, ive could not, keep the bait from
-the rench. ,e esnidwe woùld rather risk tiÊat thaû g 've the Frnch any rirtht of taiking
bait unles: they, yould agrec to inake go6d the lors w'ivhch such a right woukl inflict upon
the colony. Mi Strach saia, there vas something about an oflPr of 5,0001. ci the
part of the French. VWo isaid sucli a surh was a mere bagatélle-thrce times that amount
Ivould not repairtie -aàage such a surrender of our right would inflict upon the people
of Newfoundland. Wel, but if, said ho, you will give up nothing, how can the iatter
ho settled ? We,ïaid if the British Government gave the French the right of ffshing at Belle
Isle, and the right to take'bai, they milît as well give up Labrador, if net the entire celony
tO, the French, foer it would be ipmpossible to compete with people ivho receive froin their
Governmentin bounties foer uintal cf fish they catch moÈe than our fishermen can sell
their's for. After a long discussionho said the amendment of the treaties would have the
best consideration of the Goverinment, and with a due regard to Imperial interests, the interests
ofihecolenies ~ ould ho p'teet Wé iaid 'lWe should be happy to convey the pleasing
intelligence to th éoji fliefoùidlàiâd 'that 1teBritish Govërnient had no idea of giving
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