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Tun earliest record& of the administration of the pont office in Canada bear
daie 1750, at which period the celebrated Benjamin Franklin was Deputy Posé.
master General of North America. At the time of hie appointment the revenue
of the department wa insueficient to defray hi& salary of £300 per annum ; but
under his judicious management not only was the postal accommodation in the
Provinces considerably extended, but the revenue no eatly increaed, that ore
lm' theprofit for one year, whichho remitted to the Britich treaury, amounted

lu thé evidence given by Franklin before the British House of Commons in
the year 1766, in regard to the extent of the post office accommodation in
Noe America, he made the following statement -

"i The posts generally travel along the sea coats, and only in a few cases do
they go back into the country. Between Quebec and Monreal there is onl
onq post per month. The inhabitanta live so scattered and remote from h
other in that vat country that the pte cannot be aupported amongst them.
TMe English colonies, too, along the ntier are very thmnly séttled."

Franklin was removed in 1774. War broke out a few months afterwards betweeu
the North American Provinces and the Mother Country ; and the charge of the
post oce in Canada was assumed by Mr. Hugh inlay, who, it appoars, had
ander Franklin performed the duties of postmaster at Quebec.

fr. Filday is desdgnated in his commmijuion as Deputy Postmaster General
of Hia Majesty's "Pvince of Canada," from which it would mom that the
Lover Provinceawere not included in his charge.

An Almana publiahsd in Quebeo in the year 1791 thus describes the condition
of the Department --

Hugh Finlay, Esq., Deputy Postmaster General .. Quebec, L 0.
Wm. E. Edwrds, Postmaster ........................... Montreal, "
samuel ills, ............ "........... ..................... ThreeBRvers, "
Louis Aime". ........................... ...... Beithier
Hugh Munroe, . .. .................................. Biedesthaleurs,"
Samuel Anderson ................................. Corwal, U. 0.
John Munrée,............ 44 .......... ......... Matilda, "
John Jones,....................... ........ Augusta, "
Peter Clarke.,... .................................... Kington,
Jseph Edvard, ............................ Niagara,
George Leitcb, ......... "............................... Detroit,

Mitchell,....... .................... Micllmackinag, "

There were thus Ave post ooes in Lower Canada, and seven post offices in
Upper Cna»a.


