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Kb Facts sbont the Post Office in Canadu,

OOMPILRD FROM AUTHENTIC SOURCEA

Tan earliest records of the administration of the office in Canada bear
date 1750, at which period the celebrated Benjumin Fraunklin was Deputy Post-
master General of North America. At the time of his appointment the revenue
of the department was insufficient to defray his salary of £300 per annum ; but
under his judicious management not only was the postal accommodation in the
Provinoes oonsiderably extended, but the revenue so srnhtx increused, that ere
l:’nz the profit for one year, which he remitted to the British treasury, amounted

In the evidence given by Franklin before the British House of Commons in
the “&ur 1766, in regard to the extent of the post office accommodation in
North America, he made the following statement :—

“The posts generally travel along the sea coasts, and only in a few cases do
they go back into the country. Between Quebec and Montreal there is ::lo{
ong post per month. The inhabitants live so scattered and remote from
other in that vast country that the g:h cannot be supported amongst them.
The English colonies, too, along the frontier are very thinly settled.”

Franklin was removed in 1774, War broke out a few months afterwards between
* the North American Provinces and the Mother Country ; and the charge of the
post office in Canada was assumed by Mr, Hugh Finly, who, it appcars, had
under Franklin performed the duties of postmaster at Quebec,

‘Mr. Finlay is designated in his commmission as Deputy Postmaster General
of His Majesty’s ¢ Province of Canads,” from which it would seem that the

Lower Provinces were not included in his charge.
An Almanss published in Quebec in the year 1791 thus describes the condition
of the Department : —

Hugh Finlay, Esq., Deputy Postmaster General .... Quebeo, L G
Wmn. E, Edng'n? P]o)u?muter ........................... Montreal, “
Samuel 8ills, ............ € ecverrnee corrrrsenrans veessses. Three Rivers, ¢
Louis Aime, ............... b et reeteasrraenaasessonare «eese. Befthier, ¢
Hugh Munroe, ......... LN reerer. BaiodesChaleurs, ¢
Samuel Anderson, ...... G rrerrensenresenannanes ereseensees. Cornwall, ., O
John Munroe,............ L eeeseersestenens sesones Matildas, «
Jobhn Jones,............ LR crreeeeeeatresetsentinnes Augustas, @
}’oﬁex_- Olirdko, ceenierenaes ‘: .................................... %mgston, ¢
hage? i ‘ >
George Leitch, ......... T Cereereseenaanaee vevses Detroit, “
——— Miteholl,........ % crrieres cusseescssrserssessensse Mickelmackinao,

There were thus five post offices in Lower Canads, and seven poat offices in
Upper Canada, .



