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results in France, in Belgiun, and in the United States ; but iul

this country, where the salaties generally paid to teachers are so
unremunerative, it would not be just that they should be taxed
with the expevse of the establishment and organisation of these
useful socicties, all the benefits they derve from them, being
returned 1o our children a hundredfold.  The Government should
in justice contribute towards their support, with the same liberality
that it evinces towards all branches of the public service,

‘The Superintendent then alludes to the provisions of the
Act for the encouragement of Superior Education, by which
he is intrusted with the task of preparing a Report to be
submitted to the executive government yearly on the appor-
tionment to be made of the grant to the several institutions.
This he suys has considerably increased the duties, and
responsibility of his office.

The sums granted every year by the Legislature were gradually
inereasing, and tins budget, in consequence of some nusunderstand-
g between my predecessor and the Inspecjor General, caused a
deficit m the finances of this Department.” It 1s probable, inasmuch
as a like canse would produce a like effect, that the continual in-
creise of this particalar budget would e the end have completely
abeorbed the share manted for Elementary Education, had ot a law
been passed for restrnsung this eacessive hiberality. By obliginge
eveny Institution desirous of obtanming Government aid, 1o transmut
to the Education Oflice a detatled report shewing, as far as figures
will perimit, @ orrect statenient of its resources aud of its usefvliness,
and by requinny that the graut should be apporuoned by the Exe-
cutive, the Legsiniore had 1o doubt i view the obtaming i more
correct classitication of these lostnutions, and 2 distubuuon of the
grant more canformab e 1o the exigencies of public mstruction. But
sueh a classificativn couhl not be tirmiy  established, or ngorously
acted upon, all at onee 3 and the badget of last year, theretore, to
a cerin enent, became the basts of the first apportionment under
the new system.  For the tist year they mmzhit even have urged a
species of acquired nght, and alieged that the expenses mcurred by
them were incuried on the fiuth of the ordmary annual ud bemyg
granted w them.  [tis only gradualty and after much discussion
and eaplansstion that @ compiete system of distnbution can be fra-
med which will not, mierfere with iy legitimate right or imure atny
new Instruction susceptible of developinent.

If the Leaistature or the Government had 1aken the mitiative in
the foundation of Iustituuions of Supenor Educanion, st would have
been casy to estublish a prograin m the first place, and then distri-
bute them over the whole face of the country according to the num-
ber and wants of the population.  But 1t was otherwise 5 these -
stitutions are, m many parts of the country the spontancous fruit
of the zeal of an imelbigent people 3 they spiung up as it were by
chatice, and they expanded and nuproved, 1n proportion to the as-
sistance they were enabled 10 procure from tme o time, under the
old order of thungs. Institutions which were onganitlly notinng more
than good elementary schools, have become weademies and com-
meresa corfegres i which abnost every brauch of Education 15 suc-
cessfully taught.  Tney would certamly never have attuned therr
present state of uselnlness, without the assistanee that they receiv-
e when first established, and which m.ght save: been refused them,
cither, under the pretext, that they were not thea of sufficient
mponance, or by representing the wants of other localities better
entitled o receive it It is however, to the aswistance of the nmpulse
thus given to that which is umderstovn by « Supenior Education,”
that we are ndebted for the desire for™ learming now become so
general throughom the country pants of this Province, for having
awakened them out of their state of morl lethargy, and for the
whole system of education nseli, being enablud 10 overcome the
many obstacles, which, for such a length of time opposed its pro-
gress. It is not my wtention here to eatol the system heretore
followed, or rather a s:ate of things, which, if 1 may so term it
was self-created, I merely compare the benelits derived on the one
hand, with the difficulties resulting from it an the other ;but I wish,
above all, to show its position just as it is found now that for the first
time the head of this department has to deat with this new and
difiicult task.

There never was then, from the very outset, any regular classi-
fication of the institutions, nor_any proportivn established between
the amount of aid granted, and their real value, or the number of
scholars, neither was there any territonial boundaries assigued to any
of them, nor did the figuses representing the pupulation of the seveml
great districls of Lower Canada correspond at all with the amount

of the grant distributed within each of them. The names even of
the Institutions are generally speaking, those wlnch thewr founders
thought fit to give them, and unfortunately, notwithstanding that
they were, in certain cases, undeserved, these names did not fail
to exercise a certain influence in the apporuonment of the grant.

Would it, huwever, be eapedient to adopt rigourous measures ut
once, which, if based on the exact proportion” 10 be given to each
district, would in several instianons well wonthy of support
Qught we not rather to take into account the efferts and the sacri-
fees, made and submitted to by the inhabitants of those localities
that are better provided for, than to allow, what dactually eassts, 10
go to decay, merely fur the purpose of establishing institutions
which, uts yet have no existence ? Will it not happen that wha:
may have been prematurely done or undertaken, will, by reason of
the increase of the population aud the clearing of the land, become
insuflicient, instead of being superfluous, and would we not, ata
latter period be exposed, in'many wstances, to re-establish at great
cost, the institutions which we had allowed to go to ruin after having
spent so much monc{ and care upon them ? .

It is my opinion, that it would be better, in all cases which do
not surpass the bounds of Justice and all reasonable proportion, to
aliow the several institations now on the list, the benefit of the fuit
accompli aud 1o contine ousselves to prevent the establishnment of
new institutions whenever they wonld come unjustly into competi-
tion with those of an cardier date.  Beside whieh, this restriction,
altogether . segative one, and which only cousists in abstaining
from granting any aid, is the wmore strictly enjoined by the insufli-
cicncy in the wmount of the grant, incteasing yeady, while, made
by the Legislature, but which, under the new arrangemment even
thie dirst year wik considerably duninished.

With few excepiion  haze thercfore mted iy self this sear, to
the making of i general proportionate redaction. This reduction
affected principally the extraordinary geants, which had ahzost be-
come ordinary ones.  Unless a speciid fund be appropriated for this
object, it will be impossible in futore to grant any sun as an aid
for the ercction of buildings. I any ~wely aid be granted, itshionld
only be allowed to institations newly established in the remote
districts of the Province, where, as yot, noue have ever been found-
ed. By one of the most julicivus tequiremients of the new law,
colleges and academies can only be aided by the government when
they are acwally in full operation.  Before ashing fur support fur
new establishunens the friends of education in each lucality will
lave to give evidence of their earuestuess by mahmyg themsclves
the necessary ontlay. The danger of demauds being made in cach
focality throngh a reckless spint of fmitation or in order merely 1o
secure 10 the plice, what is considered its fuir share of the grant,
will thus be greatly diminished.

1 found it necessary to make alierations in the wumonnts gruted
to some institutions.  They are specified in the statements, and
wy reason for doing so, inven at length in my special report 1o the
Exceutive Couneil, forming part of Appendin B, Thesealierations
were generally wade for the purpose of repairing ertors which
appeared to me 10 be equivalent in fact to relative wmpustice o the
previons grants, and 315 my intention next year to make many
wmore alteratins for the purpase of miatning & more equitable
distribution, founded on the cliss of the Iustitetion on the oue hand.
ot the number of scholirs attending i1, on the other.

Tirs classification, o much tequired will he very dijlicult to
matke, umder the civeuinstanees which 1 have eapiained.  The
Legisiature has given the nume of College, (vither Ly special
statute which, it may be suid, confers it ore formally, orin the
annual budget to institutions whose progriam did not comprehend
all the branches of Education generally taughs in Establishments
bearing that name.

(7Y be continued.)
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Died, on Sunday, the 25th of Aprii last. Daine Marie-Opportune-
Adéline Roy, wife of Alexandre de Lusignan, Esq., of the Depart-
ment of Education. azed 24 years.  Madame de Lusighan was e
daughter of Mr. Justice Roy, of Chivoutimi, and nicce of the hon.
P. J. 0. Chauveau, Chicf Supenntendent of Education for Luwer
Canada. From the advantages with wh.ch aature had endowed
her, from those acquired by cducation, from her afiability and her
kindness of disposition which endeared heito all who knew her,
her lass is severely felt by her relations and by a large circle of
friends.



