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AGRICULTURIST.

Blanketing Morses.

‘The blanketing of horses, like every-
thing else, requires to be done with dis-
cretion inorder to derive full Dhenefit,
says a correspondent of an exchange.
From our observation and way of think.
ing many errors are committed even in
this sitple matter, hence a few remarks
upon it are not out of place, as horse
covering will now be called into requisi-
tion.

There is a wonderfal attea ctiveness
about a nice, clean, sleck coat ona horse.
It is only second to flesh in filling the
eye and increasing the admiration of in-
expert observes. It must futher be con-
fessed that a few good judges of horsesaro
notfaltogether uninfluenced by its alluring
cffects in forming an estimonte ofall that
wocs to make up value in horseflesh.

The cautions use of blankets in the
carly antumn, and of course centinued,
has considerable effect in cbecking the
undue heaviness of the coat, and that
tendency to profuse sweating 80 notice-
able in October, and in fact for the re-
mainer of the winter, if the precaution of
blanketing is not taken early in the
season. Some horses that are inclined to
have very heavy coats will not have the
growth of the coat sufficiently checked
cven by careful blanketing, and such
animals, if they have to perform munch
fast work, are greatly benefited by clipp-
ing about November1 or later if conven-
ient. Judicious blanketing has a great -
fluence in improving a horse’s coat. Ex-
hibitors of horses at our fall shows ex-
peticace » great deal of trouble in getting
their animals’ coats in the condition
they would like.

In onr use of blankets in the early an-
tumn we should be guided by the tem-
perature; not only should they be used
at nights, hut on cool days their use
should not be neglected. Care, however,
has to be taken to avoid ever keeping
animals so warm as to sweat. Sweating
under the blanket not only makes the
liorse-uncomfortable, but it destroys the
condition of the coat.

Unfortugpately, wmany people do not al-
low their horses to derive the full bene.
fit of clipping, on accouut of not using a
gaffitiently libaral amonat of covering:
a clipped horse should-have at least two
wirm blankets on him, and more are
somotimes of henefit, particularly during
vold spclls.

A great raistake is frequently’made in
applying & horse’s covering while he is
wet with sweat, or from any other canse.
The best plan to pursue is to dry the
animal with cloths, taking oare to avoid
cold draughts. If it is inconvenicnt to so
rubhim, a blanketmay beapplied to pre-

vont chilling while the evaporation from
the skin is taking place, but this should
be romoved as goon as it is thoroughly
dampened with steam, and another dry
one put on. Before pulting on the first
blaoket the skin should be rubbed dry if
possible.
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l\o Side Issues.

Farmers are too much given te taking
contracts for wood cutting and piling
while very few of them have the time
to give to snch side issues, except by
neglecting their business as  farmers.
The stock raiser, if ho attends strictly to
his business, can have very little time to
spare from five o’clock in  the morning
till six o’clock in the evening during the
winter months. This is theseason when
he feedsthe products of the soil for mak-
ing the beef, milk or butter for the
markets. This is the season when the
best prices can be obtained and the
customers seck the scller. This leing
the unproductive season of the year for
the land, the farmer and his help can
give their whole atiention to the stock
aud their products. Itis of course dif-
ferent with the hay and  grain farmer,
who only has his implementsto cleanup
and prepare for the next season's work,
aud his grain to market and fertilizer to
haul. He may have time todo a little

in wood or lumber business, But as a’

mle farmers had better leave side issues
alone and attend strictly to their legiti-
mate business. Mother oarth refoses a
living tono man who by intelligent effort,
industry and economy secks his liveli-
hood from the soil in the sphere of an
agriculturist. Tend strictly to you own
business is an excellent notto “for the
farmer.
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Buckwheat

Time was when largeareas in Canada
were sown to this grain, and, in the time
of its blooming, the air was heavy with
its pecoliar fragranco. But for some
cause or other, a field of buckwheat has
become arxarity. This is to be regretted
for there are many- advantages connected
with its culture. It will grow on very
poor land, and is an improving crop. As
a starter of exhausted soils on a career
of improvement, it is of great benefit.

One or two crops of buckwheat ‘gurned Roral

under make a good foundation for
tye or peas to bho followed by
clover. Seed time is early -in July,
so when an early planting .or
secding of something. else fails, buck-
wheat may be madeto fill npthe gap.
As its secdtime comes after the hurry of
spring work is over, its harvest may be
delayed until other grains are got in.

The seed is sown cither by hand or

grain drill, at the rate of three-quarters
of a bushel per acre. Heavier seeding
than this is not advianblo. A fair crop
will be in the neigliborhood of forty
bushels peracre. The market price of
course varies, but is usnally not far fromn
fifty cents per bushel. Most people
think of buckwheat in connection with
the cakes made from its flour, which are
conerally estecmed asa breakfust deli-
cacy. But it is useful for other pur-
roacs. Asa food for laying hens, it is -

‘unrivhlled. It is good for fatfening tur-

keys and other fowls. Mixed with oats,
barley, or peas, and .ground, it makes
excellent chop for horses, cattle and
sheep. When in  flower, Luckwheat
yields a large quantity of honey, and
thoogh ifs quality is not the best, it is
saleable, though at a lower price than
that got from ;clover and bass-wood,
while it is as good as any for stocking
up thehives with winter stores. As it
comes Jate in. the fall it gives
the bees employment during what would
otherwise be idle time. Some enter-
prising bee-keepers readily supply the
seed to neighbouring farmers who are
willing to sow it,and find their account
ig 80 doing. Buchwheat straw is not
worth much except for- manure-making.
Cattle and sheep will pick it over and’
get some nutriment out of it, but will not
eat it as frecly as'they will good oat or
even wheat straw. Buckwheat is very
effective a8 a land -cleaner, its Qdense
growth smothering down all weeds. It
is =180 valuable as an insecticide, being
fatal to grubs of all kinds cven -the cut-
worm. They cannot subsist on buck-
wheat, and are starved out. For this
reason, it i8 advised by some to
be sown in young orchards. There
are scveral varities of this grain, some
of which are much better than the
common sort. The Europesn Silver
Hull is one of these. 1t grain is amaller,
rounder, less angular, and heavier tban
the common kind. It is also more prolific.
The new Japanese variety has_s very
large three-cornered kernel, and on this
account is not so well liked by millers,
because it requires different sieves from
those used for the smaller varieties. But

of all known kinds: ofbuckwheat. this
vields ého most and the beést honey.—
an.

A chaucwﬁiticgdverﬁnljmjt is,t!ut
of-J. 3. H. Gregory, the veteran seeds-
man of Marblehead, Mags. Mr. Gregory's
reputation for fair dealing and exact fol-
fillment of promises.is & hardy annual,
and has never failed to justify the
entire confidence of his customers.. Al
who want reliable.seeds should be .sure
to send for his 1891 catalogue.




