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. CHRISTIAN. UNITY,

A SERMON BY H. L. HASTINGS, PREACEED
‘IN THE FOUNDRY CHURCH, WASHINGTON,
U.S.A., FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 1,
187s. ’

[Mr. H, . Hastings is well known as the
edxtor of the Chsistiarz, Boston. Hismonthly
is among the most welcome of our exchanges,
always plain, pointed, faithful. He has fini-
formly acted kindiy towards the Caraeda
Christian Montkly, and we, thank him here
for his courtesy, and for sending us for our
ase the sermon on Christian Unity which we
publish this month. We have been obliged
to omit some paragraphs for want of space,
but the substance of this excellent sermon is
given here unbroken.]

Texz.—"That theymayall be one; asThou,
Father, artin me, and I in Thes, ﬂmt tiey
also may be one in us, that the world may
believe that Thou hast sent Me.’ —Fohin
xedt. 21,

‘Thé union for which the Saviour

prayed is in this world. It is very

well to talk of union héreafter, but the:

Saviour said, ¢I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldest keep them:
from the evil.” The Church of Christ
isplaced here as aliving protest against
the sin, the Wwax, thé selfishness, and
the hate that fills this world, and it is
no part of our Savionr's desire to take
them away to bowers of peace, nor to
give them wings like-a-dove that they:
mey fly \away and be abt rest; bub}
Tather to keep-them here in the world
in spite of all therdge and irath of
wicked men and devils; a light and
blessing fo mankind.

« Tt had been & marvel to men how.
the Church.haslived solong.- Iti8 &

~marvel still. :"When &:heroic Frenchi

mobleman went to his' King to plead|:

-that he inight -spare his persecuted

| Biving Reésavhers, o

ENTT

3 gge
brethren, and was repulsed and -told
that his plea was rejected, Sire,”
said he, *God’s Church is an s.nvﬂ
that has worn ont & great many ham-
meérs.” That Church has been Hfim-
mered for eighteen hundred yesrs.! I
don’t know how inany hammers have
'been spoiled, but the anvil is in & very
good condition yet. The church lives
because the life of Godisinit. “Iiis
kept by the power of God.” Not by
the power of learning, of eloquence, of
liberal institutions and beneficentlaws,
but through ‘scenes of oppression,, per-
secution, poverty, affliction, and dis-
tress, the Church is * kept by -the
power of God through faithunto- s&lv&-
tion.”

So long, then, as the people of God
stand in the world in substantinl unity,
so long the Church presents-a glofious
and cbn‘vinéing argument that -God
sent Jesus Christ into-thie world; and
that His Church are chosen and be-
loved of him. It is true that infidels
make great capital of the dissensions
and quarrels-dmong Christian 'people.
Bat for every: guarrehng sectarign you
‘can find Who professes Christianity, I
will find you: two loving believers-who
possessit. Fox everydxspuhng,caphons
grumbler that disgraces thé nadme-of
-Christ by his bitterness and raneoir, I
:will find you half a dozen lamb-like,
sweet-spirited: disciples -of the Liord
JesusiChrist. So infidelswho' prefer
‘bones: to medt, ‘and briars-to ‘bérriés,
-can huntip their hypocrites and bigots,
-and make'the most of them.

Christ préyed that His peoplé'taight
be one, but what is this um#y vhmh
He-desired ?

1. Itm*not&‘oc&lanity of'all
‘Christians in one'plece or in-ore house
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