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S CHRISTIAN UNITY.

A SERMON BY H. L. HASTINGs, PREACHED
n THE FOUNDRY oHUEnH, WAEÂ5fNGTON,

U.S.A., EMAY EVENING, OCTOBER 1,
1875. •

IMr. H. L. Hastings is well known as the
eaitor of the Chi istian, Boston. Hismonthly
is among the most welcome of our exchanges,
alwàys plain, pointed, faithful. He has Üni-
formlI acted kindly towards the Canada
Clristian Monthly, and wea thank him here
for his courtesy, and for sending us for our
use the sermon on Christian Unity which we
públish this month. We have been obliged
to omit some paragraphs forjvant of space,
but the substance of this excellent sermon is
given here unbroken.]

TEIT.-"That theymayall beone; asThou,
Father,.artin me, and I in Thee, that they
aiso may be one in as, .that the world>may
believe that Thou hast sent Me."- oln,
vii. 2r. •

Thé union for which the Saviour
prayed is in this world. It is very
well to talk of union hereafter, but the
Saviour said, "I pray not that thon
shouldest take them ont of the world,
but that thon shouldest keep them
from the evil." The Churchl of Christ
isplacedhere as alivingprotest against
the sin, the war, thè selfishness, and
the hate that flls this World, and it is
no part ofour Saviour's desire to take
-them -away to bowers of·peace, nor to
give them wings like-a-dove that they
may fly'away and be at Test; but
Tather to keepthem-here in the world,
in spite of al the rage and'wrath of
wicked men and devils; a light and.
blessing io man ld.
,î It had been a miarvel to men how
the Church.has':lived so long.· It ià a
marvel-still !-When w'heroic Frenehi
-nobleman went, to his' King to pleadi
4hat he inight spare his persecuted

Irethren, and was repulsed and told
that his plea was rejectei, "'Sire,"
said he, ' God's Church is an 'il
thathas orn out a great many hâàn-
mers." That Church has been ILÉin-
mered for eighteen hundred years.î I
don't know how many hammers:have
been spoiled, but the anvilis in a dery
good condition yet. The church lives
because the life of God is iuit. "It is
kept by the power of God." Not by
the power of learning, of eloquence, of
liberal institutions and·beneficentlaws,
but throughi scenes of oppression,,.ler-
secutio'n, poverty, affiction, and >dis-
tress, the Church is " kept by -the
power of-God through faithunto salva-

S90 long, then, as the people of Goa
stand. in the world in substantialunity,
so long the-Church presentsa gloflns
and convinóing argument that God
sent Jesus Christ into the worldk ad.
that His Church are chosen and be-
loved of him. It is true that infiels
make great capital of the dissensions
and-quarrels-among Christian ýpeóple.
But for every 'quarreling sectaria. you
can flnd who professes Cristianity, I
.will fmd you two loving believers'wlbo
possessit. For every disputing,captions
grumbler that disgraces the nâme of
Chriit by his bitterness and rancoür, I
-will find you half a dozen lamb-like,
sweet-spirited disciples òf the .Lôrà
JesusiChrist. So infidels-who'prefer
bones to ; medt, ana briars to beries,
can htinthp theirhypocritesandbigoie,
-and-makelthemost ef them.

Christ piayed that is peop é1ntiîht
be one, but what is this uni ty *iich
'He-desired ?

1. Itis mota locai üìy- all
'Christian in o e-place or in-iehoise


