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LEBSON IX.-NOVENBER 30.

Gideon and the Three Hutn-
<fred.

Judges vii., 1-8, 16-21. Commit vs. 19-
21. Read Judges, oiis. 6-8,

(jokieni Text.
'It la bettar to trust iu the Lord than te

,ut confidenice lu man.'-I's. cxviii., 8.

imre Reading-s.
Monday, Nov. 24.-Judg-. vi., 7-24.
Tuesday, Nov. 25.-3udg. vi., 33-40.
Wednesdlay, Nov. 26.--Judg. vii., 1-8.
Tiiursdaiy, Nov. 27.-Judg. vil., 9-18.
Prlday, Nov. 28-Tudg. vii., 19-25.
8aturday, Nov. 29.-Zech. iv., 1-10.
Sunday, Nov. 30.-Isa. 1., 21-31.

Lesson T'ext.
(1) Thon Jerubbaal, who la Gideon, and

ail tihe people that vere with him, rose up
early, and pitelhed baside the. well of Har-
od. se that the iiost of the. Xidipnites were
ou the, north side of tiiem, by the. hili of

$,rmy consisted of thi±y-two tiiousaud
men; a amall army, in comparisen wlth
vhat Israel might have raised upon no
great an occasion, and a very smail ou. in
comparison with that whici the. Nîdian-
ites had brought into the. field; Gideon vas
ready to think tiiem too f ew, but Goci
cemes to hlm, and tells him they ver. too
ma&ny; v. 2. Not but that they di& Wal,
viio offered themaselves willllngly to thus
expedition, but God saw lit flot to make
use of ail that came. Two ways God toek
to lessenl their numbers.

(1) Ira ordered ail that would oWu tiiem-
selves tinorons aud faint-hearted te b.
dlsmissed, v. 3. He vas nov encamped ou
a mountain close ta the. enemy, called
'Mount Gilead,' fromi GIiead, the. common
aucester of t)'... familles ef Xmnaseêi,
wici were seat.d on this side Jordan
(Nuzu. xxvi., 30). And frem tiience, per-
hapa, they migiit sec the. vast numbers of
the eneiuy; those, tiierefore, vho wer. dis-
iieartened at the sikht, vere left to their
liberty te go back if they pleased. There
was a law for maklng such a proclama-
tion as this. (Deut. xx., B.) One would
have tiiought thee vould have beau
scarc.ly one Israelite t. b. found, tht
ag-ai:ist such qn enemy as the )!idianltes,
and under sue)' a. leader as Gideon, vould
have owned hlmself fearful; Yet above twO
parts of three took advantage of this pro-
clamation, and. fled eff viien they uaw
the. strength of the euemy aud thair own
weakness, not cousiderliK thie assurrances
receivect of the. Lord, and, it is llkely, de-
livered unto tb*ni. Sore tik the. op-
pression they had beeu under sa long, iiad
broken their spirits, otiiers, more probab,

efflsary refresiimeuts: nbathsGo
chooses ta employ, that are not Culy Weil
af ected, but zealeusly affected lu a good
thlng: end aise because tiiee ver. the.
smai]ler number, and therefore the. least
likely te affect vhat they wer, desigu.4
for. God vould by them save Isael. Nov
let us ses hov this litti, despîcable regl-
ment, ou whîch the. stress of the action
must lie, vas accoutred and fltted out.
Rad these three hundred beau double-
armed with smords and spes.rs, ve shou]Gf
have thought themn the. more likely ta,
bring someting te pass. But insteaçi of
maklng tiiem more serviceable by their
equlpment, thay are~ made less so; for, (1)
Every seidier turus autler; tiiey 'took vie-
tuais iu their iiands,' v. 8, 14ft their bag-
gage beiid, aud every man burdeneti
himsif witii bis owu provision; wb1OeI
vas a trial of their fait)', viietier they,
could trust God viien they iiad no more
provisions vit)' them than tii.y could car-
ry, aud a trial of their diligence, wiietiier
tiiey weuld carry as much as they bad oc-
casion for. Tis vas indeed living frein
iiand te nxeuth. (2) Every soldier turne
trumpeter. Thie rementstht er e1 h
iered left tbeir upeibendti -r
the. use of those three iiundred men, who,
vere furniubed vitii those insteadof ea
poiis et war, as if they iiad bee ing
ratiier te a game than ta a battle.

The. Midlanites were siioutéd out of their
lives, as the vallu of Jericho ver. siiouted

(3)

unto the vater, inany for me te make use or,' v. q. zte s,,,,. Ilx
iee tiiere: an~d it ihow much Glod's thougbts and vay a are 12-23.

*ay Runto the above oeure: Gideon himself, it la likely,
-a g.mA Qhill £10 *..,.1 h., wPAa +rin fp.w- tiiouif) theV j

e wori4L 1or U.arlst.'
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