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We are all pretty well ; and that reminds me that a
. recent ‘‘Mess. and Visitor* ‘Teports me as saying, ' that
. Miss Wright's health is gerfect.” Now that s, with me,
a choice adjectivo ; 80 much avu, that 1 seldom find things
to which to apply it. If I used it in the caso above, as |
do not write for the “*M. & V.,” will the Ling plense
say, that T am sorry, and that 1 will be careful about
that word in the future ; for 1t is and wasa very impro-
per one to apply to the matter in question. Iyu.m not
very well acquainted with a printer's offico, but the Link
knows if it doea not contain a sumething, that is nsuslly
supposed to bear all responsibily of errors of al! kinds.
‘T will repeat, we aro n]r(pret,cy well, but the duys are
many, when the lady missionary at Chicacule struggles
bravely againat the wenkuess induced by this climate,
wherein sgf: will always, probably, be at quite a remove
from '‘perfect heslth.” &ihe was strong and well, when
she left Canada, but India has taken from her, what it is
hardly posaible for it to restore.
Yours, with beat wishes,
¢ H. Anreninaln,
Murch 28th. 1888,

—— el

News from Madras.

The following extract is from a letter roceived Inst
week from Mrs. Drake, of Madras, by Deacon Gilohrist
of Dovercourt Road, and m reply to one conveying the
kind wishes of the church to N}r. and Mrs. Drake

“T can pigture to wmyself s good part of how your
Sunday is spent. Let me tell you how ours ia spent,
taking the Lord's day just past ss n sample. In the
morning we went to éumlny School st half-past seven,
held in & palam close by. A palam 18 a collection of
houses where the people of one caste or trade live.  All
over the city these palams are seattered, each occupying
from half au acre to two acres of ground or wore,
according to the number of families embraced. This
heathen Egundu.y School is held in the house of one of our
native preachers, which stands between a palam occupied
hK shoemakers and one occupied by coolies. All the
children in this school live in heathen hounes. Most of
them are bright and learn readily. They come to the
same place for day-achool, and are taught the Bible and
to sing hymns ns well as seculnr lessonw. There were
forty-ive or fifty children present, and I wish some of
mmld have stepped into that school from Dovercourt

. The floor 18 of earth covered with sand, there
nre no windows, but three arched door-ways without any
doors.  The children sit on benches and behave very
well, they have on very little clothing, especinlly the
boys. Every Sunday they recite from two to six or
seven verses of the Bible, and do so correctly. 1 wish
all the boys and girls st our school at home did a3 well.
They sing well, many of the hymns in use being tranals-
tions into Telugu of those with which we are faniliar.
Many of the boys have their hair shaved off, except a
little tuft on the crown of the head, in which, it is
supposed, that in some way their god resides. When
making a vow, they go to the temple and have this tuft
taken off. To proceed with our Sunday occupations, thie
achool closed shortly before nine o’clock, and we walked
back to the chapel on our compound to attend morning
servico.  Pinsuln, the teachor of this heathen Sunday
School, generally brings s number of the children to
church. ~About twenty-six came lust Sunday. On the
first Sunday of the month we have comuunion at the
cloge of the mormng service, and these little ones sit
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quiotly through the wholo service. Mr. Drake and I
are the only English peuple at these services. ‘At half-
past three wo have Sunday Bchool in our own chapel, of
Christians and the boys in the boarding school on our
compound. . This school closes shortly after four
v'clock. The English churches all begin service at six
or half-past six, and as we have no purely Enqh’uh Baptist
church. we go to different churches. But last Bunday
we went with some of the preachers, at six o'clock, to
palam, where thoy spoke on the strest. (On our way we
»aased » crowd of people playing drums and, seomingly,
having s good time, we found that it was a wedding
procession, which twice passed us, The bride and groom
walked under & canopy borne by four men, boys walked
in front beating drums, and women walked on each side
carrying fruits, which were wedding presents. As soon
as our people began singing, quite a crowd of men,
wumen and children gathored around us and listened
very respectfully, though some kept moving off, their
places being supplied by new comers. s it began to

ow dusky one nice-looking old woman brought ua »
sg:m to seo our buoks by, ghe has some grandchildren
m Lﬁe school I spoke of.  We reached home n little after
suven, and felt we had had a bhusy day and we hoped »
profitable one. [ am going to have a class of seven or
vight women who are teachers and can speak and under-
stand English somewhat, for the study of the Sunday
Schaol leason. I will meot them in the chapel at seven
w'elock every Ssturday morning, and then at eight all the
teachers moot, some of whom eannot understand English,
and go over what we have already studied witﬁ thy
English spuaking teachers. We have & women's Y}rnyur
meoting every Tuesday which I generally attond, although
1 can anly speak to thou through an interpreter. Four
little girls from ten to twelve years old always come.
They attend the heathen school, and we pray and hope
that they will become Christinns, but there is nothing in
their homes to help them. They will be married soon,
and then cannot attend school. This ia one of the great
difficulties here, they marry so young and then are lost
to all roligious influences, unless we can follow them to
their humes and teach themn there.”

It will be neen that Mrs. Drake as at houe, sv in Iadia
18 nctively engnged in Christian work. She reports good
progress in the study of the langunge, has just returned
from s preaching tour with her husband, ia active in the
work of the recently established W. C. T. U. of Madras,
of which she has been appointed treasurer, enjoys good
health, and assures us of a despening interest in her
work.

Superstition.

Last evening we visited the Mala and Madign hawlets
of this place. We have Christians in the latter. We
found the Malas in a state of alarm because of several
firea that had taken place. The houses being very close
together, and having thatched roofs, fall an easy prey to
the flames. The people wero thoroughly convinced that
Venkamma, a goddess whose temple is at Vinukonda, is
the cause of these tires. Poter and I argued with them
for a long time, but they porsisted in saying that no
human being could set their houses on ftire, while they
were watching, and yet they had taken fire. After a
time some of them bogan to admit that perhaps the ovil
spirit was in one of themselves. [ advised them to keep
u careful watch, and if they caught the evil-doer, to give
him or her « lesson that would not be exaily forgotten.

One frmily had taken the thatch off their house. 1



