and th renounced the

quest for reciprocity with the United States, and turned
their attention to the development of trade with the
Empire. They maintain that position to this day. The
country then and now stands with them in this policy,

. Previous to 1896 the Liberal party stood for, fought
for, and declared they would, it necessary, die for access
to the United States $80,000,000 market, and to get it
were willing to accept commercial union, or unrestricted
reciprocity and discrimination against Great Britain, In
1897-8 they pilgrimaged to Washington, they plied all
their arts and arguments and came back empty handed
and dis-llusionized. Sir Wilfrid made confession of
his errors in the House of Commons itself and later
in the Imperial Conference at London in 1907. He
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THE COMMISSION PLAN.

government by
1 are examined, the becomes evident
that the plan has been launched without due consldera-
tion being given to the radical chs s as they would
fifect St. John, It is true a pamphlet has been sent

The closer the proposals for civie

rommiss more it

breadcast over the city outlining the commission plan
as it has
Btates.

Argumer

worked out in centres of the United
It makes interesting reading, but nothing more.
s & good deal more definite and convincing will
to persuade the citizens that the time
ed when this ¢ 8 charter, which has stood
them in stead for 125 vears, should be ruthlessly
tern up and that they should plunge into a revolutionary
scheme of which not one in a hundred has ever heard

the details,
1f we must go to the

some

good

United Sts in search of
knowledge, if the British form of repr ntative govern-
ment is not good enough for us, if we are so enamored
of the ways and customs of our neighbors to the south
let for example, pattern ourselves on the cautious
methods of St. Louis, which is. now considering a form
of government not nearly so radical as the commission
plan. For eighteen months a committee of St. Louis
citizens has been preparing a new charter which has
Just been published for the consideration of the voters

It will be urged that there are going to be public
meetings to discuss the subject The man on the street
does net attend public meetings except at election times.
We have so far seen no signs of his being moved- with
the same fiery enthusiasm which is filling the breasts
of the advocates of a commission,

The Standard entirely at one with the
of the new their contention that
room for improvement in the administration at City
Hall. We agree with the principle that the number
of aldermen should be reduced, and that more systematic
business methods should prevail, but we do not believe
2 moral affairs will be affected by
abandoning representative government as we have it to-
day, or by rushing a bill through the legislature and

7

friends
there is

scheme in

revolution in civie

taking a referendnm with the idea of adopting a form |

of government which is obviously unsuited to local con-
ditions,

There are two main features in this plan which The
Standard 1 will not commend
thoughtful ci ns, We
city government in the hands of a mayvor and four com

lieves themselves to

missioners, and to pay 1em collectively; at a fair es-
timate ,000 a ¥ or which remuner n they must
dey eir w to the city's business, We are |
assured that this p in the best men being
elected . John is no poverty.stricken city, its lead-
ing citize wre’ not out looking for jobs of this sort, and
will not be prone to reling h the substantial incomes

they derive by attending t
relinquish the supervision o

own business, or even

¢ity continuously far four years We have not yet
reached such a pinnacle of self sacrifice. If we cannot
get re tative citizens, who have a stake in the

community to comply with these conditions, one of the
flleged advantages of the commission plan disappears. |
n a superficial acquaintance with the routine of

iistration in a comparatively small city like
should have convinced the advocates of this
11 that to require five men of business ability to
be in constant attendance at (

Hall six days a wee

wvery department of the cit
business is orga be room for many
provements, but it will not he combined wisdom
of these five men working 800 days in the year to bring
these changes about
held every day, to dispose of questions promptly as they
arige, one hour would suffice.

is wholly unnecess:

Two or three hours a
day are more than sufficient time for any body of men
with average intelligence to administer St. John's clvie
affairs, By eliminating this impracticable feature, and by
placing the remuneration at a more nominal figure, the
prospect of securing good and representative citizens at
the head of affairs will be considerably brighter,

As has already been pointed out in The Standard
the proposal to make the Comptroller an elective officer
is for many reasons objectionable, This officlal sheould
be independent of the popular vote.
the treasury, if he is honest, he is no man's friend and
many a man's enemy, To render him amenable to
the popular vote would destroy the independence of the
office, It is satisfactory to note that the Telegraph,

' which at first fathered the scheme without analysing it,
now admits that “the office of anditor Is not necessarily
elective.”

Let us have all the light we can on this vital question
of civic government. Despite all the sins of oiuisslon
and commission which are lald at the door of City Hall
there aré no immediate signs that St. John is going to
the dogs. The advertizing committee of the Board of
Trade has done a public service by bringing the ques-
tion of civie reform into the limelight. If the scheme
put forward is too radical for home consumption, and
we belleve it is, there may yet grow out of it a better
and more businesslike administration of the city's
affalrs,

- CANADA'S HAND FORCED BY SIR WILFRID.
i

. In 1891-2 the Liberal-Conservatives made their final
attempt ¢o ite a reciprocity tréity with the United
States. The fations failed on the demand by Mr,
#»w Canada should grant reciprocity on a list

goods as well as on d

have a proposal to place the!

business, to serve the|

Even if a council mesting were,

As guardian of |

declared that Canada had abandoned the long quest,
bad now turned her back on United States trade, and
placed her hopes in the development of British trade,

The Liberal-Conservative party- heard these state-
ments with pleasure, and Canada to a man stood behind
the united position of the two great parties. The
country breathed more freely; with all uncertainty re-
moved, it could now unitedly pursue its course of de
velopment at home aund extension of interests in the
Empire markets. The elections of 1904 and 1908 were
marked by no dissent from this policy, and in fact were
remarkable as endorsing upon. platform and in the pub-
lic press the stand taken.

Since 1908 nothing has happened in the country
to cause a reversal of sentiment.
it did then. But a complete change has come over Sir
Wilfrid, and he has apparently prevailed over his cabinet.
In the latter part of 1909 the first symptoms appeared.

eruption. In that month large concessions in trade
were made to the United States, involving a yearly loss
of over a quarter of a million of revenue, and a reduction
of tariff on an important list of United States manu-
factures, With this concession there was coupled a
President Taft that negotiations for further
coucessions would be forthwith undertaken, Sir Wil

pledge to

ciprecity treaty as the result of these promised nego-
tiations,

Immediately protests began from all parts, and nearly
all interests in Canada, The financial interests, the
transport interests, the industrial interests, the great
natural resources which need conservation, the milling
interests, and the coal Interests are all vigorously pro-
testing, Every Board of Trade that has spoken is
opposed. It is safe to say that never has a more gen-
eral disquiet and disagreement been manifested to any
propo: And yet Sir Wilfrid presses his negotiations
{forward.

He has n® mandate from the people nor from Par-
|liament. Yet he proposes to bind Canada by a ten or
|twenty year hard and fast treaty, With a treaty
sigxfml, Parliament is no longer free to deal with the
treaty and its provisions on its merits. It becomes
a question of the retention or overthrow of the governs
ment, of in fact the existence of the party, Under such
conditions the inter of the country may easily be
sacrificed to the necessities of the party., And they very
likely will be,

Conditions in the country are not just now favorable
to the party in power.

The Liberal members who dis-
like the reciprocity movement, and they are many, will
have to decide between the public interests and their
|present political interests. The terrors of dissoluticn
will be held over them. And it is putting too great a
strain on our credulity to believe that they will immoiate
themselves by voting against the government, rather
than find excuses for betraying the best interests of
their country, To such a pass has Laurierism
brought us.

Current Comment
|

| (Toronto Mail and Empire.)

| The advocates of the separatist navy thought they
}h:ul a good thing when they used a letter written by Sir
| Charles Tupper before the Government had fully declared

inmr on the subject, urging that the Ministerial policy
be endorsed by the Opposition. They will not circulate
{the views just exp sed by Sir Charles with equal en-
|thusiasm.  Sir Charles, according to a statement made
| by son, Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, looks upon the
{course pursued by the Government as a great mistake.
Instead of buying the old cruisers and the Bristols, it
should have secured a fast Atlantic line, consisting of
vessels capable of conversion to war purposes in case of
trouble. Under that policy it would have given Canada
|the fastest Atlantic service and the. Empire a fleet that
{could have kept the trade routes clear if war happened
(to break out.
|

|

"
—— — 1

(Charlottetown Guardian.)

] Whether our representatives are or are not aware
jof the fact, the question of our representation in the
|Senate and of the appointment of a Judge have become
;puinmll,\ acute, Somebody is at fault, either those
{holding the patronage at their disposal or the Government
lnr both, The question will not down. The studied
silence of the Government organ in regard to these
natters only accentuates the well-grounded impatience
f the public,

-
(Kingston Standard.)

j St. John, N. B, following the example of Windsor,
1Ont,, is to have a plebiscite to determine whether or not
!Hn- city shall be governed by commission instead of by
{aldermen as at present. In this connection it is interest.
|ing to note that while Kingston—a city of 20,000—has
|twenty-one aldermen, St. John, with almost three times
the population has only seventeen aldermen. Are we
over-governed? We think so, and most Kingstonians
are beginning to think likewise,

! .
!

(Toronto Star.)

| A New York judge has just died from what was
{virtually suffocation. His physicians attiibute his death
to an unventilated court house in which he had to work
day after day. In Canada, it is the members of Par-
llament at Ottawa who suffer from unventilated guarters.

(Toronto News.)

King George and Queen Mary are leading the move-
ment for buying exclusively British goods. Why should
not Canadians follow, as far as possible, so worthy an
example instead of arranging the tariff so that more of
our needs will be supplied from the United States?

(New York World.)
8ince Prof. Castle, of Harvard, has managed to breed
a guinea-pig with an extra toe and a white rat with a
black head, President Lowell may yet succeed in de-
veloping a student without a college yell,

(Toronto Gilobe.)
The clearing away of Anarchists for the Coronation

may divert some of them to Halifax and St, John. The
labor test is the only safeguard. 3
e " -

(Chicage Record-Herald.)
Chief Steward proposes to establish a school in

which may be instructed how to alight from na

It stands today as|st

In February 1910 they had developed to the point of |}

frid himself declared that he hoped to conclude a re- 8

Baltimore, Jan, 13.—~Arthur A. Grey, of
Waltham, Mass,, Speaking befe the

I ‘line of M" V. ti:“mi
 thing in the line of machinery,
us the inquiry, . e
1—H. B, Smith 36 inch O rgular

‘Re-8aw, Stock No. 25850.
1—Small Box Printing Machine.
25568,

No.

llantine 24 inch Planer
Matcher and Moulder.Good as New.
Stock No, 25787.
1—Clark and Demill Power Mor-
tiser, Stock No. 25526,
1—14x36 Corliss Engine. Good Con-
dition.

1—13x30 Wheelock Engine, Nearly
New.

1—10x10 Robb Engine. Thoroughly
rr.uulo

Playground Institute today,
declared that the Boy Scout Mtement
Was not military in any sense, Bt that
its purpose was to train boys n all-
round preparedness so that theymight
become resourceful men. He said-
“"What we are aiming at is n all-
around dévelopment of the faciuies of
children in addition to the intéectual
training they recetve at school. T can-
not be uccomplished merely by gans and
play. Children will tire of gans and
thelr unsatisfied craving for som form
of responsibility and | resting anter-
prise (as distinet from s, th v
thing that leads high
collision with law and o "
niisdirected, dissipate themselves, § law-
lessness. The object of ihe BoyScout
Movement is to -concentrate thes high
spirits by laying upon them an athctive
form of responsibility and a vigorok out-
for the fundamental affectionsst hu-
rvice and patriotism.
' © are about forty tests oppxam-
Inations by which firsi-class Boy Scouts
can win badges of hone suchuserul
accomplishments as ‘First
d and lh\.lulu!.'ln
)

ol) s th very
rited Byvs in
. Higlppirits

Aid to pe In-
‘AmbulanceVork,"
‘Engincering,’ Saving
itation from Dretning,’

nship,” ‘Piating,’

someone ever; day.
The same idea applies to patrlotify, A
broad ldea of citizenship demands . eap-
acity for service whether in peace ¢ war.
This ideal {8 found typified in thachar-
acter of the frontiersman or Klam!r ra-

n, o1
C 1 his youth that we 1w
historic inspiration. 1 belleve ti is
nothing that will teach true pa(mlsm
better than the doing every day of hings
that will help make us better citlens.”

MISSING CHAMBERLAN
LOGTED 18 FLOJO

St. Augustine, Fla., Jan. 13—~’has,
H. Hyde, the absent city chambrlain
of New York, and a native of Nova
Scotia, had rooms engaged @« the
Hotel Ponce de Leon for the hal-past
nine train yesterday, but he faibd to
arrive,

The Wait-a:While, the pleasur¢ boat
owned by Joseph W. Hill of kook-
lyn, the father-in-law of Mr. iyde,
passed here this afternoon on tls way.
to Ormond.

our

CHATHAM CHURCH MEETHNG,

Chatham, N. B., Jan. 13—Tk an-
nual congregational meeting € St.
Andrew’s church was held lastieven-
ing in Church Hall and was will at-
tended. Reports from vaious ogan-
izations connected with the @urch
wera read and found very salisfac-
tory. The trustees’ eport showd re-
ceipts of $2,820.20 and expeniitures
$2 1, leaving a balance ot hand
of $28.06. The election of /rustees
resulted in the following menters be
ing chosen for the ensuing faar: A.
J. Loggie, D. Sadler, H. B. MeDonald,
P. C. Johuson, D. P. MacLaclsan, Jas.
Ni H. Marquis, Fragk Carru-

ther nd 1. W. Fleiger. J. D. K.
MacNaughton and John ‘A. Fowlie
were elected auditors. Trptees whl

meet next week and choose the treas.
urer and scretary.

OBITUARY. #

Miss Gladys 8. Ress.

The death of Miss Ghdys Sands
Ross, eldest daughter of L. R. Ross,
terminal agent of the ntercolonial
Railway, took place yesterday morn-
ing at 11 o'clock. Miss Ryss, who had
just reached her 21st y¢ar, has been
ill only a couple of mon'hs, her death
being due to tuberculosis, Her loss
will be mourned by a.large circle of
friends, with whom she was very pop-

ular, and her parents will receive
most sincere sympathy in their sad
bereavement. The funeral will take

place on Sunday Afternoon at 2.30 o’-
clock from her parents’ residence in
the union depot
Daw Vandine.

Fredericton, Jan. 13—~The death
took place at his home on Brunswick
street last evening of Dow Vandine,
of the custoras houge staff. The de-
ceased was in his 74th year, having
been born in Sunbury county on Mar,
21st, 1837. Mr. Vandine came in this
city when a young man and was for
several years engaged in the harness
making business with the late 8. D.
McPherson. He was later appointed
to the police force and was sergeant
of the force ai the time of the fam-
ous Lee capture in 1882 when he was
shot in the arm. He was appointed
to the customs gervice almost 18
years ago, He is survived by a widow

and two sons, KErnest Vandine, of
Toronto, and Robert B, Vandine, of
this city. One brother, Robert Van-

dine, resides at Detroit.

Great Painting Here.

A rare freal is in store for art
lovers in this city, in the opportun-
ity which will be afforded on Tues-
day next to see the original portrait
of Sir Thomas More, by Albrecht Dur-
er. It will be remembered that the
portrait after being lost sight of for
300 years, was discovered in Ontario
by J. Purves Carter, Since then it was
exhibited at the eucharist congress,
and has been examined by a number
of those well qualified to judge of the
merits of the picture, and it has been
universally hailed as one of the most
important discoveries of the present
age. The picture has been in Halifax
for some time, and while, there Ro-
bert J. Wickenden, the New York art-
ist, completed an etching of the fam-
ous picture. He arrived in the city
today with a proof of the work, which
is being done in.New York, and the
resuits of the engraving have been
even better than he had expected. Mr.
Carter aiso has with him the original
and arrangements have béen made to
exhibit it in the Natural History So-
ciety's rooms on Tuesday next. From
St. John it will be taken to New York
for exhibition there,
Home From Eurcpe.

J. K. Scammell, C. E, who return-
ed home Thursday had a most satis-
factory trip to Europe. Mr. Scam-
mell’s visit was for the purpose of in-
specting the harbor works in the lead-

should refuse Great Britain and the Colonies equal

street car.  The chief is a sure enough optimist,

“

-

ing European

[ g hinery of all Kinks
Full Line of Machine Tools,

A. R. Williams’

Machinery Co.,
Of St. John, - 15 Dock St.

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-
erous year in our
istory.

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,
January 3rd.

13 -
i 8. Kerr,

Priacipal
Oranges, Oranges
Orange season is now here a_nd
prices are low. Imperial Valencias

20c. doz. Regular Valencias 15¢c. Ja-
maica Oranges 25c. doz. at

Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803. 18 Charlotte St.

Clapboards and Shingles

Ruberoit_i_!!oofing

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Oysters

‘The very choicest P. E. Island and
Buctouche for Christmas, at

J. Allan Turner,
12 Charlotte Street.

Ring up Main 1986-11
G. W. WILLIAMS.
18 Waterloo St.

Have your
Heating
and
Plumbing
put in shape

for Winter.

MOTHERS
WHO HAVE
DAUGHTERS

Find Help in Lydia E. Pink-
ham’sVegetable Compound

Winchester, Ind. — * Four doctors
told me that they could never make
me regular, and
that I would event-
ually have dropsy.
1 would bloat, and
sufferfrombearing-
down pains,cramps
and chills, and I
could not sleep
nights. My mother
wrote to , Pink.
ham foradvice,and
I began to take
LydiaE.Pinkham’s
egetable Com-
g:umL After taking one and one-
If bottles of the Compound, I am all
right again, and I recommend it to
every suffering woman.”” — Mgs. MAY
DEAL, Winchester, Ind.
Hundreds of such letters from girls
and mothers expressing their gratitude
for what Lydia E. Pinkham'’s Ve{e-
table Compound has accomplished for
them have been received by The Lydia
E, Pinkham Medicine Company, Lynn,

Girls who are troubled with painful
or lar periods, backache, head
ache, ng-down sensations, faint.
ing spells or [ndlgution, should take
immediate action to ward off the seri.
ous consequences be restored to
health by Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vege-
table Compound. Thousands have been
restored to health by its use.

If you would like s| 1 adyice
confidens

about your writea

L Lnu. Hr.dvlooun::.
@]

nx::’hny-haml.

o

letter to Mrs.

among other places, Liverpool, Bel:}
fast, Glasgow, Rdinburgh, lLondon,
Antwerp, Rotterdam, Hamburg, and
s8aw not only the docks but the big
modern ship building plant of Mes-
srs Harland and Wolff in Belfast. Re-
turning via New York, Mr. Scam-
mell inspected the latest docks there

countries, He visited,’

and i» Baltimore,

‘41 King Street. ;

Jewelry, Etc.

Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains |

To enable us to take better care of our rapidly growing engine and water
supplies trade, we are closing out our entire line of
and as we need the room at once, are offering bargains never before
heard of in this class of goods.

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

GEORGE J.

BARRETT, Prop. -

honograph goods,

Greater Speed

STANDARD
L ————————— "W

Greater Accuracy

UNDERWOOD

THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY,
The New Brunswick.

ST. JOHN, N. B.

) |

EWRITER
[ —

United Typewriter Co., Limited,

Gem Calendar Pads

S v o o,

84 Prince William Street.

Commercial and Pocket

Diaries For 1911

BARNES & CO., LTD.

On new work.

Steady work.

SINCLAIR’S,

Shoemakers Wanted

Highest Wages.

None others need apply.

65 Brussels St.

e

VALENCIA ORANGES S s
CALIFORNIA SEEDLESS ORANGES, ..
WEST INDIE SHADDOCK .. .. 00 «o »o oo «o 10c each, 3 for 25¢
..ALSO GRAPE FRUIT.

Phone. 543

ORANGES--All Varieties

JAMAICA ORANGES, Sweet and JUity «v v oo +. .. ..2 doz for 25.
—aa e e 15¢ and 26¢ per doz

40c, 50c, and 60c

F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.

Parties in Scott Act Localities sy,
Agency, 20-24 Water Street,

' When you are jaded—your appe-
tite poor—your whole system
weary—just try a glass of Labatt’s

'Order Some!
%9

Ale and Stout

Pleases the palate, refreshes the

body, agrees with the weakest

h. A truly whol bever-

age that really nourishes, For a
der drink try Labatt's

London Lager

Equal to the finest German
b‘x;ews.h Has ‘;he :ri:; nm;‘c:h’of
choice hops. ery t, palatable,
In:gi:lfying. Look for the hvendn'

Comet Beer '

s (LAGER STYLE)
A temperance brew—tastes and
looks ll‘l):: choice lager, but has less
than 2Y2% of e&root spirit. Quenches
thirst; refreshes; gives appetite.

rder some today.

Premier Beer

(ALE STYLE)
The newest non-intoxicant, mild
and delicious, with the real flavor
and Tulity of good ale. Complies
with qb?l opdoln requlreld ments and
may openly sold anywhere,
Order any Labatt product from
your dealer, or direct from
JOHN LABATT, LONDON, CANADA

Ask ., For

-~
Tl

p_pllad for personal use. Write 8t. John



