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HE PUT ENGLAND FIRST IN EUROPEI I1 Edward the Peacemaker Wrought 
Marked Changes in Relations of 

Great Britain to Other Powers
Greatest Work of Beloved Sovereign was His Tactful Intercourse with 

Brother Monarchs Resulting in Strengthening the Bonds of 

Friendship—Complete Transformation in Ten Years in Which He 

Ruled the Empire—Found England Alone.

DIPLOMAT PAYS British Ship-Building Yards
Experience Successful Year?»
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M. Hanotaux ex-Minister of 

Foreign Affairs for France 
Says Edward VII. Brought 
Good Taste into Politics.
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iI- London, May 13.—Gabriel Hano
taux, who was French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs from 1894 to 1898, con
tributes to The Dally Mail a striking 
appreciation of King Edward, in the 
course of which he says:

“It may be confessed today that at 
the close of the unforgettable reign of 
Queen Victoria England was inclosed 
in her splendid isolation. Xo longer 
as young as she was, the country held 
aloof somewhat haughtily and arro
gantly, though, to be sure, there was 
much virtue and some stiffness as well 
in this attitude of middle-class sever-
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sirKing Edward in the nine years of 
lis reign proved himself the most 
lenerully popular sovereign, who had 
at on the throne of Great Britain 
dnce the time of Queen Elizabeth, 
t was recognized that he was the 
‘mbodiment of the typical English 
haracter. His faults all knew, but 
hey were forgotten In his genuine do- 
otlon to the good of his subjects, thu 
treadth of his interests and the suc- 
ess with which he fostered the 
Qterests of his empire in its foreign 
•elations. He was a man of the world 
>f the best type, and he raised the 
osition of the Crown to a far higher 
landing than that in which he found

and law. In 1859 he was matriculated 
at Christ Church, Oxford, but was not 
permitted to live the ordinary life of 
an undergraduate. With his private 
tutors he lived in his own hired house 
and the only intercourse that he had 
with the undergraduates was with 
those who were especially invited to 
meet him. It is Interesting to note 
that the Prince, when the time came 
for his own son to go up to Cambridge 
did not adopt this policy of semi-seclu
sion for him. but allowed him to live 
at Trinity College like any othèr under 
graduate.

The Prince’s stay at Oxford was 
cut short by his tour to this country 
and the Dominion of Canada. It was 
undertaken in accordance with the 
policy which had governed the whole 
of his education. It was felt that to 
a young man who would at sometime 
be face to face with the most momen
tous questions, and on whose word 
decisions of the first magnitude might 
rest, it was 
portance to
men and things for himself.

of Wales married to a Princess of 
German origin, and there was some
thing in the character of Denmark 
which appealed to them.
Sea King's daughter from over the 

sea, Alexandra
Saxon and Norman and Danes are we, 
But all of us Danes In our welcome of 

thee, Alexandra.
sang Tennyson, the Poet Laureate, 
and London roared a welcome as the 
fair young Princess drove in state to 
meet her bridegroom.

young couple settled down at 
Sandringham Hall, In Norfolk, as their 
country home, and at Marlborough 
House in London for their town resi
dence, and their first years of happi
ness were watched with pride and 
interest by the whole nation.

To the royal couple children were 
born in rapid succession—Prince 
Albert Victor on January 8, 1864
Prince George, the new King, on 
June !i, 1865; Princess l^ouise, the pres
ent Princess Royal. Duchess of Fife, 
on February 20. 1867; the Princess 
Victoria. July 6, 1868; the Princess 
Maud, now Queen of Norway, on 
November 26, 1869. Their last child, 
Prince Alexander John, was bon on 
April 6, 1871, only to die the next day.

How profoundly the Prince’s family 
life had endeared him to the nation 
was shown when in 1871 he was ser
iously ill with tvpnold fever. Fur 
hours his life Aiiitg '1n the balance, 
and the nation stopped in suspense 
to hear the bulletins from his sick 
chamber. He was brought back when 
all hope had been given up, and the 
great service held at St. 
Cathedral when he gave public thanks 
for his recovery was one of the most 
notable functions of its kind ever held 
in London.

Position as Prince of Wales.
Until the death of Queen Victoria 

in 1901 the Prince of Wales occupied 
a position of great difficulty. He was 
expected to perform a number of State 
functions In her place, and was contin
ually called upon to lay foundation 

B ones, open hospitals, and attend State 
banquets, but In the real work of 
governing he had no part. The 
British Constitution affords no place 
for the heir apparent, and Queen Vic
toria was a woman of far too strong 
a character to per 
croach on her offl

This left the Prince during all his 
early manhood without any” definite 
employment. He was ever in the pub 
He eye, and was watched closely in 
all his movements, lie was expected 
to attend to the most wearisome and 
uninteresting of royal duties without 
feeling that lie was more than a 
figurehead. He was exposed to the 
flattery of climbers of every descrip
tion, and he had every kind tempta
tion thrown in his way. He was by 
temperament the reverse of a Puritan 

wished he was 
Obliged by Queen Victoria’s retirement 
to appear prominently 
such a case it probably i 
that scandal should find 
occasion to be busy, but it may surely 
be set down to Ids credit that he never 
lost the respect of those who knew 
him best.

For however the Printv amused 
himself he never shirked his duties. 
In 1875-6 he made an extensive tour 
of the Indian possessions of the Brit
ish Crown. He went as the representa
tive of the Queen and was entertained 
in magnificent fashion by the feuda
tory princes. Always a good sports
man he relieved the tedium of Durbars 
and receptions by tiger shooting from 
the back of elephants, and his 
gave proof of how completely British 
rule had reestablished Itself since the 
days

He visited Ireland in 1885 with the 
Princess of Wales, and the royal 
couple too. went among the people 
with absolute fearlessness. Ireland 
was at this time at the height of its 
discontent. Politically the Irish 
at daggers drawn with the British 
and outrages only a year or two before 
had been of frequent occurrence. But 
as the prince and Princess of Wales 
journeyed in their midst the 
hearted people showed that they had 
no disposition to visit, their political 
grievances on the persons of their 
royal visitors and received them every 
where with a typically warm Irish 
welcome.

At the home the Prince showed him
self to be a generous patron of the 
fine arts and the sciences. He 
one of the principal movers in the 
establishment in London of the Royal 
College of Music and was always ready 
to give what encouragement he could 
by his presence at the opening of 
scientific Institutions. Not the least 
of his services to the public in this 
respect was the interest he took in 
scientific agriculture and the 
of the cattle from his model farm at 
Sandringham at the shows of the 
Royal Agricultural Society became 
monotonous In their regularity.

An Early Imperialist.
Debarred from an active part in 

politics the Prliice willingly accepted 
the Chairmanship of the Royal Com
mission on the Housing of the Poor. 
It was a subject bristling with diffi
culties of a social and 
order, but His Royal Highness refused 
to be mearly a figurehead. He studied 
the subject deeply and contributed 
not a little to the final report. He 
was, too, one of the first Imperialists 
of Great Britain. At a time when it 
was not yet the fashion to speak of the 
great future of the Britisl 
he took a leading part in the organiza
tion of the Impedlal Institute at South 
Kensington, the design of which is to be 
a general clearing house of informa
tion of the dominions over the seas. 
That it has not been a complete suc
cess is no fault of the Prince.
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if It was King Edward who thawed 

the frozen heart of old England. He 
broke the Ice In political relations and 
in political customs. When Edward 
VII. became King lie asked Englandto 
descend from the pinnacle on which 
she was placed and persuaded her to 
enter into relations with the rest of the 
world in obedience to the example set 
by his own accessible and human char
acter. And Jt was time the works of 
the political ihachine were oiled. King 
Edward did it nimbly, without seem 
ing to be about it, in ids habitual 
way. We do not know how .it was 
done, but it was done. We saw the 
conclusion of the war in the Trans
vaal, we saw matters settled between 
Russia and Japan, we saw the embit- 
terment in the relations with France 
lessen, and Fashoda turn into the 
entente cordiale.

“No one doubts that tins sudden 
change was due to the direct influ
ence of Kit 
lished fact 
ward resolved to pay his famous visit 
to Paris, which was dec isive for the 
new orientation of alliances and friend 
ships, he announced his intention first 
In perso to President. Loubet, and that 
the Governments of the two countries 
heard of the project only afterward. 
Nor was the sentiment which animat
ed him thus to act limited to the rela
tions of France and England. King 
Edward infused with it a whole 
scheme of International politics, and 
thus rendered Invaluable service not 
only to the two countries, but also 
to the rest of the world. A true ar
biter of elegance, he introduced into 
Europe the rule borrowed. I may say, 
from the code of men of the world, 
that there are things which are done 
and things which are not done.

"I do not venture to affirm that he 
was able to make this rule triumph in 
his own lifetime. If h ever becomes 
generally adopted it will base peace on 
the manners and customs of good so
ciety, and we have not yet reached 
that point. But we did help to re
vive the rule at a time when it was 
generally forgotten, and once more 
to spread it abroad in the world.

“Emperor William and King Ed
ward have sometimes been placed in 
opposition to one another. I think 
this wrong. There are more simi
larities between the uncle and the 
nephews. Both are of the blood of 
the Englishwoman of whom Bismarck 
was wont to speak so bitterly. The 
veritable antagonist of King Edward 
Is not William, h is Bismarck. Pro
digious realist that lie was, Bismarck 
took nothing into consideration but 
his own interests, his own pa? 
his own prejudices. He trampled on 
everything else. and. had his method 
been perpetuated, the world would 
have rapidly returned to intolerable 
dissension ami inexpiable venge

“Can nations be managed by 
quest of brass, as people are imprison
ed In a cage of iron? Is the law of 
the strongest to be t lie last word in 
history? We were not far from think 
Ing so in the closing years of the nine
teenth century..

“We do not think so quite as much 
today, lu this reign of King Edward 
which worthily opened the twentieth 
century, it was enough for him, with 
his exquisite sens. : good taste and 
good tone, to point out : 'Cela ne se 
fait pas,' (that is not done.)”
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lr London. May 1$.—This will be a 
for British shipbuilding 

From

four more ships, including the 22,500 
ton British battleship 
have been laid down. A 
in the year work will be begun upon 
the two Dreadnought cruisers for the 
Australian and New Zealand fleets 
and by the close of the financial 
1910-11 the five new armored 
provided for in the new naval pro
gramme will have been commenced.

During the year seventeen armored 
ships will be under construction for 
the British and colonial fleets. Be
sides these vessels there are being 
built in British yards two Dread
noughts for the Brazilian navy, and 
British firms have practically secured 
orders for three Turkish battleships 
at a cost of $25,000,000.

In addition to these armored ships 
a large number of small cruisers is

being built or has been provided for. 
Two are nearing completion for the 
Brazilian navy and three are to be 
built for Australia. There are also 
ten destroyers ordered for the Brazil
ian navy, while fouir are to be laid 
down for the A 
one for Denmar

The total cost of warships ami float
ing docks to be constructed in the 
United Kingdom during the coming 
eighteen months is put down at $296,- 
250,000. The proportion of the cost 
of shipbuilding 
labor is estimated at To per cent. 
Spread over thirty months, this means 
tliai for each of 130 weeks nearly 
$1,600,000 will be paid out in wages, 
giving constant employment, for Hiat 
period to an average of 182,000 men 
at $8.50 a week.

boom year
and engineering industries, 
the returns compiled by “Lloyd's 
Register of Shipping” it appears that, 
exciudin

Thunderer, 
little later

re
The secret of his authority lay in 

he geniality of his manner, the toler
ation of his views, and his yide ux- 
«erlence. Even in the days In which 
.Ossip was busiest about his doings 
>e was studying the needs of the 
de over whom he was to rule, 
boroughly understood 
latlon. At the same time lie felt as 
he average man felt, and knew what 
inly the experienced statesman could

In domestic affairs his people were 
onttdeiit that he would never step 
me hair's breadth beyond his consti- 
utiomil privileges, but they realized 
hat his sympathies were ever with 
he less .fortunately placed of his suit
ed s. In foreign relations he stood 
tp for the rights of Great Britain and 
hrew his influence on the side of 
jeace. He found England isolated; 
te left her the centre of u great chain 
>f understandings, "ententes,” and al
lantes. To the colonies he was synv 
mthetie, and on every possible occa- 
iton he encouraged them in their am- 
>itlon to grow to the standing of un
ions within the empire. Whatever 
vandal may have rumored at times 
tf Ills private life, he was ever the 
•especter of the decencies, and his 
leople could forgive much of which 
hy dimly heard when they remember
'd what a good sportsman he was and 
tow thoroughly he entered into Eng- 
ish life.

The Late King's Childhood.
King Edward was born at Bucking

ham Palace on November 9, 1841, the 
second child and eldest son of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert. He at 
race . inherited the title of Duke of 
Cornwall, and was a few days later 
treated Prince of Wales. His educa- 
lon gave the greatest concern to his 
oyal parents from the first. When 
,e was only four months old Baron 
Itockraar, the confidential advisor of 
he Queen, drew up a long memoran- 
um on the instruction through which 
ie baby Prince should be put in order 
> fit him for his responsibilities.
It was suggested that the care of 

te child should be intrusted to a lady 
? rank and title with a sub-governess, 
he choice fell on Lady Littleton, 
Idow of Baron Littleton, who was 
|ld responsible only to the Queen 
id the Prince Consort. Till the 
•ince was ten years old she was In 
urge of him, and brought him up in 

quiet and secluded a. fashion as 
is possible at the English Court, 
lything approaching pomp or cere- 
my was kept away from him, and he 
is subjected to as firm a discipline 
any other little boy of his a 

When he was 7 years old 
essed the Rev. Edwin White Benson 
to was afterward to become Arcli- 
thop of Canterbury, as "a fair little 
I. rather of slender make, with a 
;>d head and a remarkably quiet and 
jughtful face above his years in in- 
ligence I should think.’’ In the 
me way, Sir Charles Lyell. the geol- 
1st, told of him in his “Rentinisceii- 
i” as a pleasant and lively little 
y taking the deepest interest in the 
trvels of a conjuror who performed 
fore the Court at Balmoral. What 
rticularly impressed the child was 
t way in which the Queen’s pocket 
ndkerchtef had been cut Into strips 
d then returned whole to her.
The 'Prince was not sent to one of the 
-at public schols of England, but 
s Intrusted as a boy to private 
ors .His education was especially 
lered so as to include subjects 
|ch would fit him for his public 
ties, and much attention was paid 
his elocution. George Bartley, a 

11-known actor of the time, was 
led in to train him In this respect.

First Visit to Continent. 
Vhenever the opportunity offered 

• young Prince was taken on visits 
the great manufacturing cities of 
çlatid and to the military camps

naval reviews. When he was 
dve years old he paid his first visit 

Continent, accompanying the 
>en to Os I end to see the King and 
-en of the Belgians. Two years 
r he went to St. Cloud to meet
Emperor Napoleon III. and the 

^ress Eugenie, who were at the 
e the firm allies of England and 
aged with her in the Crimean

g warships, 
of 1,057,636 

construction In the United Kingdom 
on March 31. They included 349 
steamships with a gross tonnage of 
1.052.887 
of 4,749

The figures erf the warship tonnage 
show that 77 vessels with 303.685 tons 
displacement are being built. They 
include 6 battleships, 2 armored cruis
ers. 9 protected cruisers, 2 third class 
cruisers 40 torpedo boat destr 

submarines,

there were 386it vessels tons gross under rgeutine Republic aud 
k.

td
rt i lie

)
l* above all things of im 

have seen and judgedthe British
. and thirty-seven sailing shipsrt

His Visit to This Country.
f which is spent, forHe left England in 1860 and first 

went to Canada. He was then the 
representative of the Queen, and was 
Intrusted by her with the duty of re- 

g her thanks for the assi 
the Canadians had afforded to

ig
ut

all of BritishturnIn 
which
the mother country In the (Timfhu 
war. He also visited the Uni.ed 
States.

stance and 11 
nationality.

Since these statistics were compiled
ill < tg Edward. It is am estab- 

today that when King Ed-
iid From an Imperial point of view the 

coronation was a more important, oc
casion, however, than the mere form
al performance of a historic cere- 

At it were gathered together, 
rentiers of the colonies to dis

rate courses of England were man
aged as honestly as it was possible 
for the Jockey Club to contrive. As 
he lay dying yesterday one of his 
horses won a two-year-old stake at 
Kempton Park.

Avoided Sunday Racing.
Yet for his support of the turf 

Prince came in for much criticism. It 
so happened that he was on the race 
course when the ne 
Prince Leopold, . 
brought to him. 
wanting people 
a judgment on him. 
love for horse racing, it was noticed 
that never once did he attend the 
Grand Prix at Paris, because that 
classic event is always run on a Sun
day. In his racing, as In ex
cise, the Prince represent 
average morals of the English people, 
and was careful not to go beyond th«- 
well-defined limits of what he believed 
to be the proper thing to do.

Another stumbling block in the eyes 
of some sections of his people was the 
King's fondness for the theatre. 
Royal commands to appear at Sand
ringham became one of the most de
sired honors of the stage, and the rise 
of the social status of the theatrical 
profession was in no small measure 
due to his generous support. But gos
sip had it that 
deal further than the mere attendance 
at performances. His friendship for 
Mrs. Langtry and Mrs. Brown Potter 
scandalized England and was said to 
have caused almost open ruptures be
tween his Royal Highness and the 
Princess of Wales.

Yet with all the Prince's failing, 
when Queen Victoria died on January 
22, 1901, his accession was hailed with 
real confidence in his qualities. His 
failings were private, and in all his 
public duties he had measured up to 
the calls upon him. Soviet 
whisper about his debts

that.

actually strengthened, aud this seeing 
conclusive that the King believed it 
to be wise. Toward the United States 
his policy was always marked by the 
greatest cordiality. Since he sue- 
i ceded to the throne, nothing of su
preme Importance has happened in 
the relations of the two countries, but 
on every occasion King Edward show
ed himself desirous of promoting the 
kindest feeling between the two 
countries. It. is of note, however, that 
a joint American and Canadian 
mission has been at work to settle a 
number of boundry questions which 
might at any time lead to friction be
tween not only the United States and 
the Dominion, but the British Empire 
as well, and that a happy 
has been reached, and tha 
present time the troublesome New
foundland fishery question is to be 
submitted to international arbitration 
before The Hagu 
quiet negotiation 
King Edward deserved his share of 
the credit.

His Terms at Cambridge.
!Y-. From New York the Prince went 

to Albany and Boston and met at the 
latter place Longfellow, Holmes, Em
erson and others of that famous lit
erary coterie. From Portland. Me., he 
sailed for home, taking with him the 
warm wishes of the people of this 
he resumed his regular education, 
country. On his return to England 
He did not again go up to Oxford, but 
was entered as an undergraduate at 
Cambridge. Here again he lived 
in a semi-seclusion in his own house, 
following a special line of study, under 

sley, the 
He stay

er
Paul'ser

the P
cuss the problems of the empire, aud 
in honor of it were present representa
tives of all the forces that serve under 
the Union Jack. Side by side there 
marched in review before Queen Alex
andra. not only British soldiers, hur
ried home from active service on the 
veldt, but hardy Canadians, smart 
Australians, Fijians in que 
gun bearers from the VV 
Africa swathed in sheets, 
dans from India, and Chi 
Hong Kong. It was more than a dis
play.
the keen interest the King 
knitting together the dominl 
seas and the royal ap 
steady policy of buildln 
pire in one cohesive whole.

But even before the coronation his 
Majesty had emphasized his belief in
the growing Importance of the co.onl. s All this success In foreign relations 
He had dispatched the Prince d nvant that Kin* Friwarri h«,i -h. Prim-ess of Wales to visit for him all that the power of the I'ro^n ln Kn 
the seif-governing dependencies. land is still areater than at t

With the war in South Africa King theoretical writers had always ,» 
Edward associated himself hy issuing memhered He proved that it could 
a special medal to all who had fought use its indu m e oil one large sphere 
during his reign, and yet as soon as of Government almost as powerfully 
peace was signed on May 51. 1902. the as 2tlo tears ago. His practical Vil 
whole policy of Us government was to- dom made him the trusted adviser 
ward conciliation. The actual terms of his twit Prime Ministers lord 
of the treaty were liberal to the Boors Lanadowne and Sir Edward tire-,' in 
and since then full local autonomy their direction ut the empire and'him 
has been granted to the conquered ! personal skill as a diplomatist enable» 
provinces. .Moreover, a federation of ! hint to smooth» a wav Clin', ,ii..s al„, 
the entire country has be-n carried prevent misunderstandings whi h u
out. and the ............ of Wales, who Is less experienced stut-srnan might not
now King, had been designated to have been able to putuno.mi
show the King’s* approval of this im- i„ ,1.. ............
portant measure by opening the tirsi months azo tin unti . .a ff>w
rnit.it Parliament on in half „f the ™ri"en as to his uM have
Crown.

hid

he the
-Id !
ial of the death of 

brother, was 
and there were not 

to say that this was 
Yet with all his

his8»
ne
he
ge eer petticoats 

est Coast of 
Mohamme-

ry
the rare of Charles King 
author of “Westward. Ho!" 
ed four terms at Cambridge,dnd 
then attached to the Guards at their 
camp In the Curragh in Ireland.

For a Summer he performed the 
regular duties of a military offle r and 
no difference was made between him 
and his comrades. He earned the 
liking of his brother officers by the 
simplicity of his manner, and his men 
regarded him as a good soldier. It 
was, however, impossible for him. like 
his brother, the Duke of Connaught, 
to take up the army as a regular call
ing, and after a few months with the 
colors he was obliged to set off once 
more on his travels. This time his 
steps was turned to the Holy Land 
and Egypt, and under the guidance 
of Dean Stanley of Westminster the 
young Prince was taken through all 
the places of sacred and historical 
Interest.

ut nese from
lit It was the outward symbol of 

took in
erythtngin-

l rmit any une to en 
-clal functions.

provaI of a 
g up the em-ch e Tribunal. For the 

s on these mattersas
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hoin-
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ke the Prince went a gn*ttin
ay

and even if he hadus.
In

in society. In 
was inevitable 

in him some
he A few months before he made his 

Lour, however, the death of his father 
the Prince Consort, had made a pro
found difference in his position. 
Prince Albert was u man of 1iigh prin
ciples and strict discipline, lie it was 
who had planned the details of his 
son's education, and had kept a dose 
eye on him to prevent his wandering 
front the narrow path laid out for 
him. It is related that once the 
Prince, wearing of the restraint of his 
life at Cambridge, had slipped away 
like other undergraduates for a stolen 
visit to the theatres in London. As 
lie stepped from the train lie found 
the royal footman waiting for him 
and he was driven not to the hotel 
he planned but home to Buckingham 
Palace*

I
ssions.

est

tbt
nance.

uni suce* hS. To* 
tivel v known 

political fence

ith T y might 
and iiis

ge preferences for this man or 
but the people looked on him 

as a man who understood their feel
ings, who would hold the balance 
honestly in the strife of political part
ies, and would make the 
Great Britain respected in the Chancel
leries of Europe.

When he succeeded England was 
still engaged in the South African 
war. She stood in what Lord Salis
bury had described as “splendid isola
tion," and on all sides were powers 
ready to fall on her if she sho 
signs of weakness. The King i 
self to arrange a peace with th 
as soon as they had been beaten on 
terms which would reduce to a mini
mum their natural resentment, and to 
establish a chain of alliances which 
has made England the keystone in 
European politics.

He has been described as his own 
Foreign Minister, and before his ac
cession he had already 
powers as a diplomat. When the Czar 
Nicholas II. began to reign in 1894 it 
was the Prime of Wales who repre
sented England at the funeral of 
Alexander III. It was noticed then 
how great an influence he seemed to 
obtain over his young nephew, and it 
was foreseen that his tact and kind
ness had done much to bring about a 
better feeling 
Russia. As things turned out it was 
many years before a real entente 
took place between the two countries, 
but when it was accomplished it was 
by the same tactifulness and knowl
edge of the world which had first won 
over the Czar in his time of trouble.

Ich
His Own Foreign Minister. side of th 

hies lax. ath I e was no:h 
io» he hail 

1 amjtbell-

mblines of 
the 

be heard, 
of the

-.IV tit to
the King’s

I gat len

In the foreign affairs of England 
King Edward pi axed a most import 
ant part. Largely through his efforts 
an entente was brought about bet 
England and France. The polh 
“pinpricks” which had t 
chosen tole of Franc since 
when England obtained tindi 
control of Egypt was abru 
Fashoda was forgotten, and England 
on her side agreed to recognize n 
neighbor's paramount interests i 
Northwest Africa. Not I s in im
portance has been the understand^ .- 
between England and Rt 
time, at any rate, the evr-lmminetit 
dread of the Muscovite advance on 
India has been laid to rest, and the

ing :ick
•It iithe

B; Balfotafe
Ii

••
ter name ofthe visit Kl h b-be lli iV

I»' il In 1tad of the great mutiny.
ral Takes Seat in Lords.

But now the Prince was 24 years 
old, and the seclusion in which Queen 
Victoria lived after lier great grief 
made him a person of greater import
ance than if she had continued to at
tend public functions, as had been 
her want. As heir to the throne he 
could take her place on a number of 
ceremonial occasions, and lie could 
no longer, be kept under the strict 
surveillance that had for so long been 
his lot.

In February, 1863, the Prince formal
ly began liis public 
his seat in the H 
cross benches." This portion of the 
House consists of those seats which 
run across the floor of the chamber 
facing the throne and the Lord Chan
cellor's wool sack, and by their posi
tion .symbolize the non-partisan attitud 
of tleir occupant?. As the heir to 
the throne the Prince always preserv
ed a scrupulously correct position in 
domestic .politics. England in former 
years had known the inconvenience 
of having an heir-apparent who would 
play polh
lion that the Prince of Wales should 
set himself up in enmity to the Mlnstry 
and lend comfort to the Opposition 
by his openly expressed preferences.

But Edward us Prince of Wales 
never did tills. Rumor lias from time 
to time spoken of his preference for 
the Liberal Party. It has been assert
ed that he was a Home Ruler and a 
fervent admirer of Mr. Gladstone, but 
never by spoken words or inconsider
ate behaviour did he show on which 
side his opinions lay. It is this which 
gave him. when he did come to the 
throne, the unbounded support and 
loyalty of his subjects of every shade 
of political belief.

On March 10, 1863, the Prince was 
married, at St. George’s Chapel, Wind
sor Castle, to her Royal High 
Alexandra of Denmark. The marriage 
was exceedingly popular. Englishmen 
were not a little jealous in those days 
of' the German influence, which was 
supposed to be dominant, at Court. 
They did not wish to see the Prince

li bsh-
Meanwhile he amused himself as a 

country gentleman. He had alxx 
been fond of shooting, and on 
moors of Balmoral in the Scotch 
Highlands and in the coverts of Sand
ringham he enjo.x cd many a day’s 
good sport. He was an enthusiastic 
yachtsman, and his racer, the Britan
nia, took part in many 
Cowes and in the M édité 
was, too, a warm sut^ 
turf, and kept a stable | 
through years of disappointment be
fore victory began v> favor the royal 
colors.

It was not until 1S93, when he had 
been racing for twenty years, and he 
had appointed Richard Marsh

g an to be success- 
later, for the first 

time. His Royal Highness won the 
blue ribbon of the turf, his Persimmon 
ridden by Watts, getting home in the 
Derby by a neck. That year the 
Prince led the list of winners with 
$134,455 to his credit. In 1900 he 
the same 
Diamond
the third time successful with Minoru. 
This last victory placed the King on 
a level with Lord Rosebery as one of 
the only two living owners who had 
won the Derby three times, and estab
lished a record in that he was the 
only reigning sovereign who had ever 
seen his colors first pass the post on 
Epsom Downs. In addition the Prince 
won the Grand National Steeplechase 
in 1900 with Ambush II.

As a patron of the turf the Prince 
did much to keep that sport clean. It 
has always held a position in Eng 
land very different from that in this 
country, and it Is not many years 
ago that the House of Common’s ad
journed as a matter of course to 
allow the members of Parliament, to 
attend the Derby. His Royal Highness 
always set himself against the least 
suspicion of foul play, and was no en
courager of the plunger. He believed 
in straight, hard riding and honest 
sport, and under his patronage the
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set hlm-
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When the Lloyd-< leorce budget
King found himself

tal
introduced illted

xxith a question that
He f it. strongly

that the c imn of the Lords in rt 
lug it xxuuld throw th- 
into the

ike great powers have agreed to com
promise their differences in Persia. 

With most of the other European 
wers, England now stands on terms 
the utmost good fellowship. Spain. 

Denmark, Xorxvay and Sweden are all 
united to England by dynastic alii 
antes, and are none of them in the 
least likely to cause her apprehension. 
With Italy. England has always been 
on excellent terms, and Franz Joseph 
of Austria and King Edward were old 
friends. When Austria saw fit, a few 
months

ed all his s:atecraj
contests at 

rranean. He 
>porter of the 
at Newmarket

Lila
> uns;, itiuii 

i > bei c-v Mil
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of idich
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h anty career. He took 

ouse of Lords on "the
shown hisin- g"! •tood that

min from 
is famous 
while he 

warned the 
of their up*

ii
Roseherr 
his reiir 
('lasgoxv
denounced the L:i 
Peers of the

i; .
ago. to break up the treaty v i; 

of Berlin, by annexing Bosnia and ' mon> ,sild 
llerzogox ina. it was recognized in 
England that no.usef ' purpose could 
be gained by protesting, and that the 

might be disturbed

Ith iPP< \:
hOf

Ii il
hNs* trainer, that he be 

Three yearsice. ful.ip’s T that the Com- 
•chenn- to 1 lie 

npp r house xxithoul material change 
'he King engaged in negotiations with 
Lord Lanadowne as leader of the Op- 

und with Mr.

ary
t dthe between England andthe (la ( peace of Europe 

Irretrievably If the natural course of 
events was opposed.

position in the Lords,
Asquith to endeavor to 

isis .What was his. Majesty's ac
tion after that did not api 
was forced to leave England on 
count of his health, and \

great event once more with 
Jubilee, and last year

tes. It was almost a tradl- euccess
||I avert the

was fur
Reorganization of The Fleet.\ lie

A thing 
which Kin

significant of the way in 
ng Edward looked on the Ger

man question was the reorganization 
of the British Fleet, which took place 
during Ills reign. Admiral Sir John 
Fisher, the First Sea Lord of the 
Admirality, has always been recogniz
ed as King Edward’s man. It was lie 
who changed the entire dispositions 
of the British Fleet, so as to be ready 
at any moment for a war in the Nortii 
Sea. The correspondence recently 
published of Queen Victoria with 
her Ministers lias revealed how 
great is still the 
even in a const!

The Coronation Delayed.
But at the very beginning of the 

King’s reign it seemed about to be 
cut short. His coronation had been 
set for June 26, 1902, and lie had journ 
eyed to Aldershot a few days before 
to review the troops there. Suddenly 
he was attacked with perltyphlytis. 
He was brought back to Windsor 
Castle in a brougham, from which the 
seats had been taken, with his head 
resting during the whole long drive 
on the Queen’s lap. His condition 
was most critical, and it was feared 
that he might die almost any minute. 
The coronation had to be postponed, 
and an immediate opperation under
taken. It was successful, and seven 
weeks later, on August 9, he was 
sufficiently recovered to go in state 
to Westminster Abbey, there to receive 
the crown of Great Britain and Ire
land.

lr. Asquith 
refused to giw any information as to 
xxhetlier lie had succeeded in getting 
from the Grown any pledges with re
gard to forcing the

l 1857, with a carefully selected 
ding party, he made a tour through 
tzerland and the Black Forest, and 
Ie still a lad he continued his edu- 
on by trips through Italy, Spain, 
tugal and the South of Ireland, 
all these journeys the one thing 
*. In mind was to broaden the 
ne youth, who might at any time 
tailed upon to be King and to 
iliarize him by actual experience 

as many different sides of life as 
ible.
. the age of eighteen the Prince 
supposed to take a step forward 

fe and was declared to be of age. 
vas gazetted a colonel In the army 
began to prepare for university 
He was sent away from the 

•t to live In Edinburgh, and was 
t coached in such subjects as 
listry, Italian, German, French,

v. 4

à * budget, through 
tlie Lords In case the Peers refused 
it a second time.

It is believed, however, that his 
Majesty fell the controversy deeply. 
He feared that, it would uproot the 
entire British Vonstltution, and by 
bringing the Crown Into politics 
might weaken the very principle 

power of the Crown monarchy. With failing strength and 
tutional country like impaired health he xi as called 

England on all matters of pure ad- to face difficulties which were 
ministration, and It may well be doubt of his own making, and would have 
ed that so sweeping a change could taxed the diplomacy of a man in the 
have taken place if it had not received full measure of his powers. He saw 
the entire approval of King Edward. exposed to the gravest danger lu tin* 

With Japan England renewed its future the empire for which be had 
alliance while the war with Russia worked so strenuously during a long 

a was still iu progress. Its terms were pud busy life.
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