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doabtlt.a the Indian inrosas 
bad little і «eat ae far as extern 
coDorined. Bat with the white 
different. Some aished to Bake records 
and killed fat sport; some killed 1er the 
hides and beads ; some ЦЗІжт*і-i- 
•ional buffalo butchers to proriiu the 
gangs of railroad men with meat, danght 
ariag a magoifioent animal for its tongue 
alone. It hat been estimated that previous 
to 1870 nearly throe quarters of a million 
buff sloes ooutd have been killed yearly 
and the heeds kept intact, haw many were 
killed and wasted will never be known. 
Bach animal, however, had a value at this 
time estimated by Horoaday - at $6, the 
the robe $250, the tongue, 86 cents, hind- 
quarter meat $8, bones, hern and hoofs, 
86 cents end this was sufficient to attract 
an army of destroyers. The hides the 
greatest feature, and one firm in New 
Turk between 1876 and 1884 paid the 
killers nearly $1,000,000, or, to be exact, 
$928,070 for the robes end tides, which 
represents the Inal extinction of the uni- 

interfered,
owing to protests of interested legislators 
and the neglect of higher officials. 
Another firm paid $818,000 for robes and 
skins and there were scores of private 
traders in the Held The word went out 
to kill everything in tight, and from 1878 
there was a price on the head of every 
buffalo.

It is a dark and disagreeable subject to 
probe, but it is infesting to note some of 
the methods of these national calamity mak- 

A band of half breeds in two hunts, 
according to Boas, killed 47,770 buffaloes, 
620 men being engaged in the sport, out of 
which about 80,000 animals were wasted 
or partly eaten. Horniday estimates that 
from 1820 to 1886 five buffalo expeditions 
went out, composed ol 610 carts each, kill
ing 118 960 buffaloes. From 1886 to 1880 
five expeditions of 760 carts each, killed 
146,860 buffaloes. From 1880 to 1885 six 
expeditions, of 896 «rts, killed 174,628 
animate. From 1886 to 1840 filty four ex
peditions, of 1,090 carts each, killed 218,- 
660 buffaloes. Total number killed by the 
Bed Biver half-breeds alone in twenty years 
662,276 valued at $8,261,876. An inter
esting table has been furnished the Govern
ment by the firm previously mentioned, J.
& I. Bo kowitx, showing the declined the 
buffalo as an article of commerce. It shows
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of the most extraordinary events pay department which made it necessary 
■as characterised the last half of the for me to travel on the Atchison, Topeka, 

eentury is the extermination, the and Santa Fe railroad One day the train 
jut, of the American bison There enter ad a large herd, which scattered and 

resorting to invective or en seemed to'go wild at the shrieking of the 
^stigmatise those who are whistle and the ringing ol the bell, 

guilty of this crime, but H would be well if went ea the thicker they became until the 
the nets could be held up in a bright light, very earth appeared to be a raffing mam 
that those who committed them might be of humps so far as we could see. Suddenly 
excoriated in the time to come, when a few some ol the animals nearest us turned and 
bones and pictures will alone tell the story charged ; others fell in behind, end down 
Of a mighty race swept from the taoe of the on us they came like au avalanche. The 
earth by the civilised people of the nine- engineer stopped the in*ire, let off 
teenth century. z and whistled to stop them, while we fired

‘In 1870 and later,* said an army officer from the platforms and windows with rifles 
to the writer, ‘the plains ware alive with 
tison, and in crossing at places I had dif
ficulty in avoiding tnem, so vast wen the 
herds. I/ say one had told me then that 
in twenty or thirty years they would have 
become almost entirely extinct, I should 
have regarded the statement as that of an 
insane person.

That so many of these animals could 
have been killed in mere wantonness 

incredible when their vast numbers 
are realized. We first hear of the bison 
from Cortes and hie followers in 1691. 
llentesume had one in zoological garden, 
the specimen in all probability, having been 
eaoght in ОоаЬиПа. In 1680 Cabesa saw 
them in Texas ; and 1648 Corandh found 
a herd in what is now the Indian Territory 
one of his officers describing them as hor
rible beasts that demoralised the horses.
In 1619 Sir Samuel Argell observed herds 
of bison near the national capital, and 
to all probability, 287 years ago herds of 
bison grazed on the site of the capitol 
building at Washington. In 1678 Father 
Hennepin observed them in what is now 
northern Illinois, and in October, 1729.
Col. W. Bird sew herds is Noith Carolina 
and Virginia.

These and other facts have provided 
data by which the early geographical dis
tribution of the bison has been determined, 
and it is known that this grand animal, 
that is today represented by a few individ 
uale, formerly ranged in millions from the 
Atlantic seaboard to the Gulf of Mexico, 
from Texas to the Great Slave Lake, and 
as far west as Central Nevada. As to their 
numbers, they were like the sands on the 
seashore, and the accounts given by those 
who hunted them twenty or thirty years 
age, today seem like vagaries of a disorder, 
ed imagination. Mr. Horoaday, who has 
hunted in South and Central Africa, where 
game it remarkably plentiful, states that 
tile bison of this country previous to 1870 
exceeded, in all probability, all the African 
game of every kind. An army officer in 
servite on the p'ains in 1867 stated to the 
writer that on one occasion he was sur. 
rounded by buffaloes, and that from the 
top of a small hill he could see nothing but 
a Mark mass of their bodies. It was im
possible to estimate their numbers, and the 
party were in great fear lest they should be 
caught in a stampede, the rath being 
bresistable. Col. Dodge, in hie memoirs, 
states that on one occasion he rode twenty- 
five miles in Arkansas, always being in a 
herd of buffaloes, or many small herds, 
with but a small separating strip between 
them. The animalaipaid but little atten
tion to him, merely moving slowly out of 
the way or advancing, bringing the whole 
herd of thousands down on him with the 
roar of an avalanche. This he met by 
standing fast and firing when they came 
within short range, the shot «using them 
to divide. In one day Col. Dodge killed 
twenty six bison from hie wagon ; not in 
sport, but as a protection. Otherwise they 
would have run him down and crashed 
man, horse and wagon.

This herd observed by Col. Dodge was 
later fonnd to be filty miles wide and to 
occupy fjve days in passing a given point 
on its way north. From a high rock, from 
which poipts ten miles distsnt could be 
seen in every direction, the earth seemed 
to be covered with bison. To make an ac
curate estimate of the numbers seen would 
be impossible, but Mr. Heroadey by a 
conservative calculation, estimates that 
Col. Dodge must have seen four bundled 
and eighty thousand, and that the herd 
comprised half a million buffaloes. A train 
on the Kansas Pacifie road in that state in 
1868 passed between the towns ol Ell worth 
and Sbetidan—180 miles—through a con
tinuous herd of buffaloes. They were pack
ed so that the earth was black, and mere 
than wee the tram was stopped, the eurg-
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buffaloes; In the different States there 
were regular killing outfits that cost, to 
rifles, hones, certs, etc , from $8,000 to 
$6,000 Booh methods developed

that in nine years this firm handled 946, 
179 skins, ousting $984,790. In 1878 they 
received 41 988 robes ; to 1888, 6 000 і to 
1884 none. The end had coma, and the 
buffalo was a 
Joseph UUmaa states that in 1881 be han
dled 41,000 robes, valued at 41,000 robes, 
valued at $8.60, and 18,000 at $7 60. In 
1888 he purchased 40,000 hides at $8 60 
end 10,000 robes at $860. The prices 
hunters received were : Cow hide. $8 ; bull 
hide, $8 60; yearling, $1.60; calves, 60 
cents. The 
brought the hide up to $8 69hNewTork. 
This dealer m four years paid out $810,000 
to these seen, who killed buffaloes by the 
tens ol thousands for $9.60 a head. Both 
of the above mentioned denies in eight 
years paid out $1,888,070 to the 
more.

That the real extermination of;tbe buff
alo was «used by the demands of trade 
there oan be no doubt, aided and abetted 
by sportsmen. Indians, and others; but 
the blame really lie with the government 
that in all thee years permitted a few ig
norant Congressmen to block the legisla
ture in favor of the protection of the bison 
so that all the efforts of humintarions were 
defeated and the bills when passed pigeon
holed.

There were many methods of extermina
tion that are graphically illustrated by 
paintings and models, in the Smithsonian 
institution. The still hunter was the most 
insidious enemy of the buffalo, and a 
single man by sneaking upon a herd has 
been known to kill 1,000 to a single era- 
son. One Capt. Jack Bridges, of Kansas, 
has the honorable record of having killed 
1,148 buffaloes to six weeks. He took 
the contract to that effect and bagged hie 
game. Up to 1870 there were undoubted
ly severed millions of buffaloes alive, but 
the lust for blood was on, and soon came 
the demand for robes and hides from the 
dealers, and men who could not make a 
living at anything else went out to kill
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I gp famous characters. Buffalo Bdl was one.
Pacifie

Btilroad to furnish them with all the buff
alo the men could rat as the read wee built 
and, according to Mr. Cody's atal 
they ate 4,880 buffaloes in eighteen months 
for which he received 8500 per month, the 
priée he paid for his title.

Many buffaloes were killed by running 
them [down; this was (the popular method 
among the Indiana who shot them with 
rifle or bow and arrow, or phased them 
over precipices. The groat herds north 
of the Missouri were mostly 
by the Indians ol the Manitoba Bed Biter 
settlement, .who hunted to a regular army. 
One division of such an army of extermina
tors consisted of 608 carts, 700 half-breeds, 
900 Indians, 900 horses, 800 oxen and 
400 dogs. The 
buffaloes in Nebraska were often made by 
8,000 people, and as each 
least ten, 80,000 buff slow bit the duet. In 
this way Indians as above tilled, it is

. Another dealer,PI emporta
Te Dsnm,He contracted with the
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and revolvers, but it was like trying tow stay a tidal wave. We stood in the centre 
of the ear to await the crash, seme of the 
men going to the r«ar. On they bams, the 
earth trembling, and plunged heads down 
into us. Borne were wedged to between the 
care, others beneath; and to groat was the 
crush that they toppled three oars over 
and actually scrambled over them,, 
buffalo becoming bogged by having hie 
legs caught to the window. Bach accidents 
occurred several times, and twice in one 
week were trains derailed by charging buf
faloes, whose numbers it was impossible to 
compute.
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1 Hunters have heard the roaring ol buff
aloes at a distance of from three to five 
miles, and that the earth trembled when 
they charged we can well imagine when the 
large bulls are known to weigh 8,000 
pounds, the cows 1,200 pounds. The ques
tion of interest today is how was it pos
sible to destroy so many animals to so 
short a time and what methods were em
ployed. The natural fatalities were few 
compared to the enormous numbers. The 
cow biion displays little sfieotion for her 
young, and many calves were loit every 
year, but, all in all, the conditions were 
extremely favorable to them, and their in
crease was enormous. Many were de
stroyed by stampeding over precipices. In 
1867, 2,000 buffaloes, or half a herd, 
became entangled in the quicksands of the 
Platte Biver. At another time a herd 
was lost by breaking through the ice ot 
Lac Qui Parle in Minnesota. The cold 
winters sometimes killed many that re
mained in the far North ; but these dan-

! tilled at Mtislai
“Christas Nia, -

У “Laudato Deestimated, 669,000 buffaloes.T :: Solo іera. The completion ol the western railroads 
divided the buffaloes into two herds, north
ern and southern. In 1871 the southern 
herd was composed ol an estimated 8,000,- 
OOO, and from new on the animals dropped 
away so rapidly that it was estimated that 
8,000 or 4,000 a day were tilled. It be
came evident that they were doomed and 
appeals were made to the government by 
hundreds. From 1879 to 1874 there were 
1,780,461 buffaloes killed and wasted; 
8,168,780 in all killed by white people and 
thé skias shipped east over the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Forced. During the 
same time the Indians killed 890,000; be
sides these settlers and mounted Indians 
tilled 160,000. so that the grand sum total 
for these years was 8,698,780. In the 
following year, 1876, the deed was done. 
The southern herd had been swept from 
the taco of the earth; the northern herd 
went in the 
lieved there were 1,000,000 buffaloes alive 
in the herd, but there were at least 6,000 
white hunters in the field shooting them 
down at every point. Such a merciless 
war ot extermination waa never before 
witnessed in a civilised land. Then came 
1888; thousands took, the field this year 
and Sitting Bull and some whites had the 
honor of tilling at last ten thousand.

There were living at the government 
census, made eight years ago, 266 pure- 
blooded buffaloes in captivity, the last ot 
the untold millions that ooverod this con
tinent during the past century.

I
l! . **Byaa”.......■ І / “Alms" solo і

I>v

I 1 “OSalutoris"

У “Tsstam Br*
J Frei

,

be as follow :і
Opvnln* A»tb 

Bethlehem.. 
Hymn, Ho. Mi

plaed..........
Anthem, Sin* 
Brian, Ho. Ml
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'"і- ir.rC* Hymn, No M

Ope nine Anthe 
Hymn, No, MS 
Anthem, Wo hiШ

1 Hymn, No. Ml, 
Hymn, No. Ш,way. In 1889 it waa be-
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■“When Jeroe

"Worship Him і

"Be Joyful,О В

"The Glory of th 
With Ben 

"The Heavens a.
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Carrying Money.
Sr. wiIt is interesting to note the various meth

ods in which men ot different nationalities 
cany their worldly wealth. The English
men carries gold silver and copper all 
loose in his trouser’s pocket, puUs out a 
handful ot the mixture to an opulent way, 
and selects the coin he needs.

The American carries Iris “wad of bills” 
in a long, narrow pooketbook, in which
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j ПI* A the greenbacks lie flit. The Frenchman

П makes use of a leather purse with no dis
tinguishing charaeteiiitie The German 
uses one gaily embroidered in silks by the 
fair hands of some Lottoben.

The halt civilised capitalist from some 
torrid Booth American city carries his dol
lars in a belt with cunningly devised pock
ets to baffle the gentleman with the light 
fingers. Some of these belts are very ex
tensive. The Italian ot the poorer classes 
ies up his little fortune in a gayly colored 

handkerchief secured with many knots, 
which he sedrets in some mysterious mao- 

about bis clothes.
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Im ш A similar course bas charma tor theI Spaniard, while the lower elaes Bowl л ex
hibits a preference for tie boots or the 
lining of Me clothes 
his savings. mas a hidings pUoe for

#\ -

Ц і У
ти. Bright .і гає ran.

The latest calculation ot the velocity and 
direction of the sun’s motion to «para is by 
Prof, Simon Newramb. Ha estimâtes that 
the solar system is being «fried in a north
erly direction ol 16* kilometres—e tittle - , 
over ten miles—per second. The point \) 
toward which wo an moving is within a 
iew degrees of the extraordinertiy bright 
star Vega to the constellation of tyro.

An Inflexible Beity—Pinkoy told me he 
known Britisher who bed a Hindoo ser
vant who used to offer prayer every day- 
ііпііід my meter•

111 bat a detour he didn’t propitiate it.
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te hampeing a The meal effect!, 
tifying soap, saw 
for toilet, hath, a 
the cause of bed 
handa, falling h 
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‘Ton cannot believe the facto as th*y ex

isted to the days 1871-78.’ raid an army 
.•I waa at that lima on duty to toll
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