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in Great Britain appears to be

the Beiteh Liberals. at the present time a question of
fively iuterest jn the party. There are in the party
4 numiber of ‘emineéntly able men, and mien who
possess in & respectable degree the qualities essential
to hip, but none of them apparently so pre-

eminently endowed with such qualities as to make
his election as party chieftain a foregone conclusion.
Sir ‘William Vernon Harcourt, who since Mr.
Gladetone’s ‘retirement has ben the recognized
leéaderof the pirty in the House >f Commons, is a
very abilé parliamentarian but he appears to lack
some things essential to eminent success as a leader.
He does not impress himself very strongly upon the
cotintry, and his years are telling upon him. Lord
Rogebery would be a more popular leader, so far as
his personality goes, but he would labor under the
disadvantage of being in the House of Lords, and
the fa® that he belongs to the titled aristocracy no
doult in the eyes of the radical wing of the party
renders him less eligible for the position, ' ILord
Rosebery, however, ig said to consider himself as
being outside of politics, and it is uncertain whether
or not he has any ambition to.undertake again the
tesk of leadership. Mr. H. H. Asquith is a man
who, within & few years, has come to the front in
politics:"He ‘is a man of large ability, and of
much oratoricdl power. He is an advanced Liberal
and ambitions. Another name which has come to
be mentiotied in connedion with the leadership of
the Liberal party is thag of Sir Edward Grey, and
that the choice may finally fall upon him, Mr. Henry
Norman considers not improbable. This would
certainly happen, he says, if a'strife arose between
the other candidates. Sir Edward Grey is compara-
tively a 'young man and is further described: as
having no passion whatever for political life which
has been thrust tipon him by.his own great successes,
He is without enemies and his speaking and acting
when forced to take a prominent position, give
evidence of statesman like qualities which even his
'opponenti respe@®. Matters have been brought to a
crisis  in respeét to the leadership, by a letter
addressed to Mr. John Morley by Sir Vernon Har-
court, in which he plainly signifies his intention to
withdraw from a position which, arduous and
responsible at’any tine,is intolerable in the presence
of divided commsels and the absence of hearly and
unanimots support.
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Signiog the The treaty of peace between the
United States and Spain was
Traty of Prace. signed by the members of the
joint comimission in Paris on the roth inst. An
Anmerican tiewspaper correspondent thinks fhat the
signing of the treaty would have afforded a' subject
for a great historical painting. Around the great
mahogany table sat the ten arbiters of the destinies
of an old and 3 young nation. Ranged standing
behind them were numerous attachés of the Ameri-
can Commission, The jets from the crystal chan-
deliers above the heads of those present magnified
the brilliant green and scarlet of the upholsterings
into guudiness. Between the scenery and the black-
clothed a@ord‘'there was a theatrical contrast. To
the ‘Americans’'it was a happy ending of the epilogue
of the War. For the Spaniards it was a bitter tragedy,
none the less painful because long foreseen, After
the treaty hdgg‘an read both in English and in
4 \hetmwpmwuepmdmndtheuble
and the commissioners signed them in the order of
theinrank.. When the last seal had been affixed, the
commissionesis: arose, and . without formality each
‘commissioner.'shook hands with all those of the

opposite side, tnhagi assurances of personal
“egteern | It s sald] m:r:“*r “that the" Spaniards

“Ambassador at Paris, Sir
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afterwards commented acridly on what they com-
sidered the bad taste of the Americans in mustering
a crowd of attachés to gloat over the consummation
of their downfall and to seramble for relics” of thHe
event. The text of the treaty is'not to be published
before its submission to the United States Senate,
It is understood, however, that it follows ‘quite
closely the lines indicated by newspaper correspon-
dents during the progress of the negotiations. It is
said to provide that Cuba is to be relinquished, and
that Porto Rico and the Phillippines are to: be ceded
to the United States. The Americans are to pay. for
the repatriation of the Spanish troops from all- the
colonies. The Spaniards are to retain possession of
all military stores and munitions of war in the
Philippines and of such ships as have not been
captured. Whether or not Spain is to receive
$20,000,000 on account of her expenditures in the
Philippines is not stated in the Paris despatch. in
reference to the treaty, but thatis probably included
among the stipulations.
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More Money MeGill University id miost - for-
tunate in having wealthy friends

for McGall. who have ‘shown themselveés
ready to use their means gederously to promote its
efficiency and enable itito enlasge its sphere of
usefulness. It is well known that McGill bad
already received large donations from Mr. W. C.
Donald of Montreal, and Jord Strathcona and
Mount Royal (formerly Sir Donald Smith), and
these gentlemen have now again: given generous
proof of their deep interest in the University. Ata
special meeting of the Board of Governors held on
Tuesday of last week, Lord Strathcona and Mount
Royal, who is Chancellor of the University,
announced his intention to add to his former bene-
factions the sum of $780,000. This is to be a_part
of the endowment of the Royal Victoria College for
Women, now in process of building, and brings the
endowment up to a million doHars. . The Chancellor
announced that the furnishing and equipment of the
new college was making - satisfadtory progress and
that it would' open its doors for the reception of
resident and non-resident students in Septemb
next. The announcement was also made ‘that the
teaching staff of professors and lecturers at the ‘new
college will be the same as that at McGill, with
such additions to their members as circumstances
may require. Notwithstanding the magnificent
gifts which McGill has received in recent years, the
enlargement of its work has more than kept pace
with its resources, with the result that a large deficit
had accumuiated. Mr, McDonald called attention
to the inadequate endowment of the Faculty of Arts
and intimated his intention of endowing the chair
of History, expressing also a desire that thé chair
shotild be connected with the mame of the late Dr,
Kingsford of Ottawa. This generons attion of ' Mr.
McDopald adds another fifty thousand to McGil's
endowment, At the same meeting the governors of
the Univergity decided to wipe out the deficit on
current expenditure by a joint contribution of
$186,000. This brings the total subscriptions of
one day up to $1,016,000. It is interesting to note
in this connection that the beméfaftions of Lord
Strathcona and Mr. MeDonald to MeGill now make
up a total of more than three and a"half millions,
T.ord Strathcona's gifts amounting to $1,383.712 lud
Mr. McDonald's $2,305,069.
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Reports ' from: Paris during the
past week: indicate that there is

France Still Agitated.

stilt'a good deal of agitation'in' France over'Angle- an
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some account was given in these columns last week,

i8 reperted on the whole to have Been well received
in Parls and to have had some effect in abating
populhr resentment toward England,. Some French
newspapers and public men, however, professed to
find in the speech of the British Ambassador another
proofi that Great Britain is determined to. force
Frange into a war for which she is ur prepared and
which must almost certainly result disastrously for
her, unless she can find a powerful ally. Theéreis
itt sowne quarters an outery against Russia, beécause
that ‘Power seems indisposed to take'up France's
quarrel against Great Britain, There is even talk
of aw altiance with Germamy. But probably the
people of France are hardly ready yet to dismiss
their dream of revenge upon Germany and join
hands with' their long hated enemy, even. for the
sake of wreaking revenge upon their neighbor across
the Channel. - It does not appear to have otturred
to the excited Frenchmen ‘that possibly Germany
might have as little liking as Russia for éntering
upoita war with Great Britain. There is certainly
a muel easier, more profitable and more honorable
way for France to get along with her neighbor than
g‘mnj to war, that is to take the excellent advice of
Sir, Edmund Mopson,—disabuse her mind. of the
foolish notion that England desires war and cease
fromthe pursnance of a policy constantly designed
in a.petty way to thwart British enterprise and
interfere with British interests. France is notina
good condition to go to war with Great Britain. 'In
fact she'is not in a good condition for either peace
or war. ' Her military ‘leaders seem likely eueugh
to rwin the country if it remains at peace, and if it
should go to war they are perhaps still more likely
to da so. One of her public men is reported as
saying that victory for France would be almost
more to be dreaded than defeat, since the inevitable.
result would be the overthrow of the ‘republic and
the gstablishment of a military dictutorship.
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By-eledtions ' for the Demin-
9""‘“‘“‘ Parliament were held on ' Wed-
nesday of . last week in five constituencies.
Two! of these were in Ontario, two in Quebee
and\gne in P. B. Isla The results nyMy
do indicate ~any material change in
the political —Sentiment of the country.. The
oppesition made a vigorous and hopeful ﬁ:ht in
Pringe county, P. E. Island, and succeeded in
reducing the Goveinment majority of 1896 from 147
to 56.  But, of the five constituenciés, the Govers-
ment carried four, winning from the Conservatives
Bagot in Quebec Province. The fifth Mwag*
that of North Simcoe, elefted Mr. Leighton
Carthy, the néphew of the late Dalton WM;
who like his lamented predecessor, takes inde-
ml ground, Mr, McCarthy was opposed in the
contest by a candidate who had the local Libers!
support, but whose candidature was not authorised
by the leaders of the party. The result of Wednes-
day's elections is to increase by two the go ment
majority in Parliament. A
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Literary Note.

Dr. T. H. Rand, of Toronto, has been busy during the
past sammer which he spent at Partridge Island, N. 8.,
in‘preparing for the pressa volume to be entitled, “A
Tressuty of Canadian Verse.” book is to be & ¢ol-
“pliation ‘from the works of Canadisn poets. Tis

has involved no little labor,and the fine
sense of the compiler, together with the not inconsider-
lhl,wnhbd-ﬂuhlubhhaud gives assurance that
w, wmbeoneofn\ldi‘i,,
book is to be issued next .
Cavad, the United States and Great




