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SERMON.
S
BY BRY. 080, B. WHITS,

sor of (he Valr:
hudnlorr:hr:ﬂ: ‘..'.!1_ e
SRD' The Miuister and His Ohureh.

Acts 10-38, "1 ask thoreforeffor what intent
yo bave sent furme?™ . W

From this aot on m»ﬂo(m,
in sending for Peter to bear of him
words whereby he and his friends might
be further instructed in’the truths of the
gospel, [ gather a hint as 1o the relation
existing ct'nn the minister and his
church, into which relstion we enter st
this time. Itis & new p-r,chm and
white, we tarn in llfe's history to day.
Let each one of us avoid the dishonor
putting the first spot upon this now
page, elther by unkind words or ungen-
erous deeds, I should be deatitute of
the most common feelings of humanity,
if 1 did not feel both oppressed and en-
oouraged with nt surroundings,
fear lost this first stroke }l tlr‘pen :‘NI
mar the whole page. For 1w true,
“What | have written I bave written.”
To-day, we enter matual relations,
pastor and people, which may affeat
remotest ages; 1o day, we touch chord:
which may vibrate for weal or woe to.all
eternity— solemn bour this. 1 pray God
that we may all fully realise the gran-
deur and solemnity of this occasion.

It is my purpose, then, 1 address you
at this time oo the subject of the minis.
ter and his church, touchin,
on the duties and relstion of the one to
the other, in the hopes, that by divine'
grace, we may each be the better fitted
10 ot the ohritaisn part.

1. First, then, let me state some of my
solemn conviotions regarding the troe
minister of Jesus Christ. e true
minister of Jesus Christ is & man called
of God to preach his gospel und shep-
herd bis sheep. No man is at liberty to
enter the gospel ministry as & profes-
sion. The ministry is not s profession,
it is & “oalling’’, *“Paul, called 10 be an
aposile of Jesus Christ”. And again,
“Paul an quu]e, not of men, neither by
man, but by Jesus Christ sud God the
Fatber”, Then the mantle of the prophet
is God's own property, and he lets it fall
on whom he will. The way in which
God calls men into his vineyard is in.
deed varied. Some have to pass through
long years of mental training, as in the
case of Saul of Tarsus, others he ocalls
directly from the field or the pluush. ("]
in the case of Elishs. But shall we
question the qualifizations of either, or
deny the divinity of the mjssion of
either? God forbid! “There diver-
sities of operation, but the same spirit,”
I preaume, that I myselt, differ so much
from any minister you have nad hereto-
fore, that some of fon may be in doubt
as to the wisdom of your choice, if not
the validity of my calling. But let not
too basty jodgment pass your lips, we
will know “each other beiter later on—
“‘for by their fruits ye shall know them."

Yes, the true minister of Jesus Christ
is & man “called” of God. This has
been God's plan from the beginning,
ever since he oanlled Abrabam from Ur
ol the Coalders. Do you remember the
call of Moses? Hb wan out in the wilder
ness of Horeb, & fugitive from home and
duty. And while watching the flooks of
Jethro, smid the awful grandeur of

mountain scenery, he saw & bush on
fire, and while the fames snveloped it
the hush was not destroyed, And Moses
suid, 1 will tarn sside and’see this great
sight, why the bush is not oconsumed
diew nesr & voloe sald : “Draw
vot nigh ; put off thy shoes from off thy |
eet, for the place whereon thou standest |
s holy ground And sgaln the volee |
snid ; I am come down (o deliver my |
people o now, | will send the
wh em 1" cried Moses, “that
bould go unto Pharsob, and that
sh A bring the ohildren of Israel out
gypt will be with thee
Vi thy name Inm that | am.
That was the oa f Moses. He wen
s my f n¥iction that |
|
x hKen AwWAy |
{ ! said o
a8 proph shall I
e who will go 11" And in
gren Here am' |
send m
Bus God oalis and Bis servants to
jo h ling. And being thu ed
and fitted by the Lord God of bhos he
true minister dan “but speak the things
whioh he hath seen and beard.” With

such & mission and such & message, who
or what oan stay God servant in his
course ! Kings snd councils have at
tempted the sk, but prison walls have
been upable to oconfine him, neither
could chains bind him, even iron gates
swing open of their own socord to let
the message of Jehovah pags. Above
the rage of men and the fury of devils,
the true minister lifts his voice like a
trumpet: “Whether s it right in the

sight of God 10 hearken unto you more |stood it and went everywhers presching

than God, judge ye. For we cannot but

the minister’s power, he hath ‘“‘seen and
beasl.” He hath seen God in a vision,
ho bath heard the Almighty say: “Go ye
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Oof | —gin in bigh places. The boltsof divine

somewhat | of sa

deed quite easy 10 preach smooth things
m%b« people.  For tlis, the “ﬁ
maltitades ever olamor, ssying 10 \

Beer, “sSee not; and 1o ke b,
speak unto us smooth things.” Bt the
true minister must cry aloud and nﬁn
not. He must 1iit up bhis voice like a
wumpet, snd show the people their
sins. Notsin in the abstract only, not
sin as it floats on the brecss and polsons
the atmosphere, but sin in 1be individual

truth must be discharged not only into
the homes of the poor, but into the
mansions of the rich,

80 the call came Lo Nathau the ym’g.-
ot: “Go show David his sin.
king bad sioned, be had committed a
drendful offemce, He bad murdered
Uriah aud taken Bathsheba to wile.
He bad kept his crime shut up in bis
own bosom, but thore it burned like a

ing fire. As David looked into the
blue of hieaven, where he was want 10
resd much of the divine gilory, all he
oould now ree was ons word —“Murder!”
It coyered the whole face of the sky.
relioved only-by the name of “Utxiah ' and
“Bathshels.” Even in the charm of
the holy temple there was an undertone

J'n:u and sorrow, which told

David of his shame. No need of the
whips of scorplons with which to lash
the guilty consciepce. David is now
seated upon bis royhl throne; the court
preacher, Natuan, enters. After the
usual salutations, he laid before the king
s amall matter for judgment, which be
cast in the form of & ble : “A  ocer-
tain poor man had a little ewe lamb. Tt
was dear 10 him as & daughter, ate of his
food and drank of his cup. His rich
neighbor had many flock and berds,
but when his hospitality was needed hé
spared of his own jous, but taok
lg: little ewe lamb.” Here the king
broke in, “As the Lord liveth, the man
that hath done this thing shall surely
die.” The decisive’ moment has come |
Draw your biade, O prophet of the Lord ;
& sermon in a thrust—‘‘Thou art the
man!" The iron entered David's soul.
Smitten with guilt, he sees himself
stripped of purple and ermine, a sinner
before God, The king forsakes his royal
seat and staggers up the winding stair.
case to his secret chamber. He is on
his knees. Hear bim prug: “Have
mercy upon me, O God, scoording to thy
loving kindness ; according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies, blot
put my transgressions. Against thee,
thee only, have I sinnelf and done this
evil in thy sight.” These are some of
the awful truths which the true minister
must declare unto the;people, whether
lh? bear or forbear - for all have sinned
and come short of the glory of Yod. To
preach these truths as they should be
preached is of necessity to touch men
at toe very core of their being. And
the true minister will never cry peace,
peaco when there is no peace. The
truth must be 10ld whether it exalts to
heaven or’ thrusts down Lo hell! Wéh
the truths of God he dare nou trifle.

Sach, In brief, dear friends, are sbme
of the duaties of the true minister of
Jesus Christ. - 1 candidly confeas that at
times my sense of these responsibilities
is such that | oould wish release from
the deep liabilities of the miniatry.
While at other times, | would not change
places with an angel, for above all things

we must not said :
.l‘n-b." .‘3

r attention people,
!'.?:’ has & part them.
Mr. Sput has id that

pibg by o540 bigh
e put 0 uj
in the rack, umwnddm the nlm'p noI;
lambs can Nuh“ll apd they

nh
1l ng. For the crown
is not placed on bend of the tne who
begine well, but the one who runs well
the chrisiian race. “To bim tbat over-
cometh will-l grant to sit with me in wy
throne, even as [ overoame, and am
set down with my father in ‘hrone,”
The individen! whd would befaved must
make salvation the ohiet business of life.
And so intense will the -um{.’e be by
times that he will seem to feel the very
flames of hell licking bis hesls and the
ories of the lost ringing in his ears.
Neither ¢an the mission of the gospel be
oarried out by a church that Bas only a
form of godliness. But the: ohristisn
must » better character and live
on ki ans of thought than the
rest of mankind, For if the minister is
called of God, 80 is every true member
of the echurch of Christ, “called wiib an
holy ecalling,” “called 1o be sainw;
elliyod 10 show forth the praises of Him
who hath called them out of darkness
iato light. You ex such men and
women to live above the little meanesses
and dishonest practices of the werld, and
you are justified in making such demands
opon them. He who takes as his ex.
ample the only perfect life, and stamps

llnp of every day with
the  image and superscription of the Son
of God, will be nobler and truer, than
the stran to the covenant of His
s‘“. ese, dear friends, are sowe of

e solemn obligations and sacred duties
which lie within the cirele of eburch in-
fluence on earth, May you ssa ohurch
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith.
you have been called.

1IL. Lastly, let me point out the rela-
tion which should exist between the
minister and his church. The one is
adapted to the other. A churchin crder
to do her best work needs a pastor, and
the pastor must have a church 1o lead,
guide and feed —“what God hath joined
together let mot man put asunder.”
Between the pastor and his lo God
has established a very close sacred
relation, second only to the lnlrrlnge
vow, Believing as we do, that the
office of the minister and the mission of
the church are both divive, it mway not
be out of place here to give, in briel out-
line, what the one lhoulé reasonably
expect of the other.

(1) The minister should expect from
his people gunulml and regular attend
ance upon his ministry. The absence of
s member is & loss of power to the
prescher. If you want your minister o
do his best, l:‘n‘nhr in your attend-
ance; punclualily is ne not onl
to profit and happiness m wlun{
vut to the welfare of the whele church,
It ju divine service from lnvoestion to
benediotion. When Peter arrived ni 1he
home of Cornelius the (nnrrﬂ;n Liad
assembled; and when he s , “For
what intent have ye vept for me? ' Cor
nelins replied : “Now therelore wo nre
all here present belore God, 1o hear all
the things that are commande! thes of
God.” An ideal church that, s!! present
to hear the message from God's servant
There must be something wrory in the
woral make-up of the individos who rets
lightly by the opening or closing exer |
cises of a religious servios. Indocd there
is something opposed 10 good order and

decency in babitual Iate attendance,
Bat | need not remiod you, that when
the heart is'right with Ged, ther will be
regular and puvotual sttendar st the
sanotuary

(2) The winistershould bave 1ie sym
pathy, prayers and most charitel » judg
ment of his people. His public condact

I covet the hovor of presching the goe
pel of the Son of God unto my fellow
wén, For the (rue minister usurps no
nuthority over his hearer, bul ever senks
to be & halper of their faith and a sharer
of their joy. - This is the spirit in which
come 10 YOU A8 YOUr PARIOTr, pra:
for me, (hat with all boldness and humi
y | may discharge my solemn duties in
he fear of God, and with & strong de
rv 1o help you to bappiness and heaven
I, Becondly, let me speak a few E
words on the majesty and glory of
christian church: A New Testament |

wuret is composed of a nu
evers an the Lord Jesos |
sed into the nume of the r, Son |
and Holy Spirit, and meeting together |
the worship of ( and the main- |
nee of the ordinances as Iaid down
1 ‘the New Testament—baptism and
¢ Lord's supper arch has &
livine right in, » nission to
he world And rganization
has been declared by the Great Head ot
{4he chureb, 10 be the light of the workd,
and to shine us that true light before
which the darkness of sin shall flee
away, a8 the spectres of the darknems
vanish before the brightness of the rising
suu. And as such n church, my breth
ren, you are to do your partin driving

out the moral darkness of sin and evil
trom God's faiy world. For this purpose
the charch of God is made strong by the
power and presence of the Holy Ghost,
throbbing in ber great heart. And she
is orowned with immortal glory by virtue
of lier marvelous power in the transfor
mation of character, ‘and the salvation
of souls, Hence her position must ever
be in the front runks of all moral, social
and religious réforms, and thus proolaim-
ing 10 the sons of earth—*Whateoever
things are trus, whatsoover things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, what-
soever (hings sre pure, whatscever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are
ot good report.” Her mission is world-
wide. Thus the early disciples under-

the Word. And charches up at
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will be open to public oriticisui; but
from his own church he shoufd sxpeot

and receive the most tender considera
tion, snd most. charitable yment.
Where (wo oconstructions are jossible
give bim the benefis of the more charit-
ablo. Tigre will be tongues enough o
slander and censure him with. yoars
being added to the number. T minis-
ter febls himself strong and valiant in
proportion as he possesses the |rayers
and sympathy of hisoharch. 11 world
iy rage and the devil howl, L. <1l will
be in vain, if his church stand tir . He
can endure any sort of av teroal
tempest, while the most gentie .ophyrs
of sn internal discord will enerveie and
osuse him to shorten sail. May 8 my
joy to labor ‘here among a peo of a
oharitable and sympathetic he:rt; and
who will stand ready to second right
and wise eftorts of their pastor for the

sdvancement of Christ s Kingdom. Our
success here, in the work of the
well as our personal bappiness, i« large-
ly committed lobe{m:r care. ([ the
spirit of earnest ieving prayer shall
hover over us, all will be well.
ren, pray for us, that the Word of the
Tord may have' free course and be

orified . . . . . and that we uay be
alivered from wicked and unreasonsble
men” What an isspirstion, what sa
swdded power, for the minister 11 know

(1) She should expeot faithfulness and
K:lwumyh-u the services of God's

i
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his people are praying for hign. Without | palatial residence, money
prayer, much iyer, we shall fail. | social suc yot not ocontent with
“Breti pray for us” these eclipses -:;ut‘:;odl seok

But turning now to the other gide, | paetures, greater developments which a
what should the church expoot from her | shrewd hesd surmised would bring fo
minister. s hundredfold.

(o S ST T
bim; but there s slso of ofer. |
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to presch ¢
%:’n‘on sou must be d
.'(’l“;.m"“i expect the pastor to
‘on must not.

do ull the visiting that some de-
wand of him. But he must be faithful
bere ns in all other duties.  For he must
ever keep in mind that his office is two-
fold snd pasior. Dr, Coyler
saya: “The faithful minister will stady
his books in the forenoon, and the-door-
plaies of his parishioners o the after-
woon.”  But the minister is pasior of the
whole flock, and if he is not at your home
roday, he is doubtless at the home of an-
other, and, perbaps, where he is more
needed, Forthe true minister, the faint.
est whisper from the sick ‘room will be
sufficient to summon him to the bed-side
of the suffering and dying, by day or by
night, to lend his deepest sympathy. In
& word, he will do all in his power 10
minister to the needs of his people, and
spend the best energies of soul and
body in: his Master's service.

*'As your pastor, I come 1o you in the
best of my days. I am willing to die
with you, should it be the will of God;
but I will not atay one hour longer than
the oloud of the Divine Presence shall
indioate departure, And should you as
» ohurch, stany-time, desire a chnlfc,

h ut

Fifty Years Ago,

Who eould imagine that this should be

The place where, in cighteennincty-three

That white world-wonder of arch.and
dome

8hould shadow thenations, polychrome. ..

Here at the Fair was the prise conferred

On Ayer's Pills, by the world prefered.

Chicago-like, they a record show,

Since they startcd—30 yours age.

Ayer’s Cathartic Pills-

have, from the time of their
P! been a i

sucoess with the public. And
that means that Ayer's Pills
& what is p ised

you will find me to app!
whether our union be brief or protracted,
let it be characts rized by love and kind-
ness, and by honest toil for the Master.
Let each one aim to be useful in God's
vineyard, and striving ever for the pro-
of the Kingdom. I am s Baptist,
and spell it with a “B" but the
liberty I olaiw for myself 1 lrael( con-
cede to all others. I plan 19 live st
peace with my own church, and with all
otber branches of the great Household of
Faith.
In

lusion, dear brethren, let us

for them; they oure where
others fail. It was fitting,
therefore, that the world-wide
popularity of these pills should
be recognized by the World's
Fair medal of 1808-—a fact
which emphasizes the record:

50 Years of Cures.

bought with a price”-—a great price, a
sufficient price.

to exaggerate our imperfectioni. We
shall need help, help from the sanctuary
above. GuEar SriRit! nELP TODAY AND
EvER | Amen sod Amen!

HEADS WITHOUT HEARTS,

Within the last fow months two well-
koown public personages have been
called away from the busy snd promin-
ent lrhnm they both ocoupled ; without
wa “,I or chance o prepare for the
silovnt future which rolls on forever

Lobanoff, the Russian diplomat, and
North, the self made nitrae king both
filled positions in the world with beocom
ing graoe from the world's point of view,
It was said about them and not without
om)| that thess men sdomed and
filled with partioular approp:isieness
their separate walks in life.

As » diplomat. Lobanoff, was the com
peer of many brilliant predecessors, su
perior to them in many respesis, he
never made a false move and consequent
ly was ne check-mated ; war in his
estimation was & last resource, deprecst
ed on socount of the brutal usage it i<
volved, yot to be taken into ascount
when all the fluer and mysterions ‘meth
ods of intrioste diplomaoy failed to
sohiove & successful lssue. 1t sesmed
s if no weapobs were too ignoble for
this man of ways and means L0 use, pro
vided théy promised not to upset by one
Jot or tittle the even temor of » career
directed towards a single gual of com
pleto suocess for sell and the utier dis
comfiture of all, In any opposed 0 his
plans,

Lobanoff professed 0 bow ihe knes to
Christ—the judge, at whose feat he must
one day seek judgment, tempered with
meroy—yet the bitter wall of -his chris
tian breibren in Tirkey foll ou his eurs |
unheeded Worse,~the efforts of a|
christian nation to bring prompt and !
substantial rolief to a persecuted people, |
were opposed by this man of bralns, re- |

sulting in er persecution and the
almost entire destruction of an entire |
peeple. |

Cortrasted with such inhuman niesns |
of procedure, war would have been |
bailed as s blessing in martial disguise
—n veritable godsend, 'Pence prevailad |
and the janizaries of the worst wrelch

outside the pale of christendom, sharp. |
ened their seimitars afresh, for the pur
pose of wholesale extermination

At the very tect of hiv worldly master,
this mounater of - ingenuity, who never so
much as unsheathed & bayonet through
out his earee:, i¥ translated in the (wink-
ling of aneye. Notime to repeni oy
prepare fresh deals fraught with more
merciful intent. , Too late Lobanoff, thou
art §nne beyond récall by their fruits ye
shall know thew —prepare to receive the
adjudgment of that judge, against whose
verdiot there can be no withstanding.

Of bumble origin, North, the young

h all ob les and
became # millionsire, a merchant of
money, promoter of one thousand and
one cpmmercial ventures. Unvaried
snocess waa his, there were no blanks in
his Jottery, money bought him =

remember, ‘'we.are not our own j we are | glory or exult at their sudden de.
Remember also, that i:“n' 883, bat we

the tongue of the busybody is ever ready | jion i1y gwiftly, and extinguishes the

and wonder
the power which aots s0 profouadly,

Aame.

P r over it all who fear God, be-
lieving ones, trusting ones ‘and doabtful
ones,

RN . “In a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.” .

If we only look around we can see
many instences shaped in varidus guises.

The two men so suddenly called away,
brought desolation and sought to afflict
bumsnity, may they be n!l* dealt
with for sweet meroy's .J for the
Ieasons taught by the flight and ocollapse
of meteors are not lost, they scourge out
the soro places and readjust misshapen
courses. Faren,
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Age Should (Incrosse Power, )

“Such ag one as Paul the aged.” We
warvelled as we spoke to a minister,
aged sixty, how it might have fared with
Faul bad be been a minister in England
in these days. Our friend, like many
more of w wo have heard, wes
thought 1o be Lo old for a certain
churoh, which had made up its mind, or
at lenst the dencons had made up their
minds, that the pew pastor must be «
young snd vigorous man. Ndw, spiritual
fiiness is not decldedsby the length of &
man's years—ihe young may be rich la
the knowledge of the truth, the aged
may be poor in ih; but ordinarily it
would be, nad ought 1o be, the other
way; and it is by spiritus ficaess, not by
anfmial vigor or meatal eagernoss, that
the work of God is wrought. A young
wan way be chosen § bis presching way
be after the wisdom of this world; &

| orowd may be gathered. because it fnds

something sultable o it Jow i
bat suoh results bave little, if nny\htnn'n,

10 do with the great ends for whi
Christ died and rose agaib.—London
Christian
-
In the Shadow

We wust sll go there sonstimes. The
glare of the daylight is britllant ; our
eyes becoms injured & able o dis
orn the dellonte shades of oolor, or
appreciate neatral tats - the shadowsd
chamber of siokness, the shadowed bouse

| of mourning ; the shadowed life from

whieh the sunlight has gone, Bul, fear
not ; it is the shadew of God's band. He
is leading thee. There are lossous which

onn be learned only 1t The photo.
graph of his face oan fixed only in
the dark chamber. But do not suppose

that he has onst thee aside. Thou wrt
still in his quiver; he has not flung thee
nway as & worthless thing. He (s only
keeping thes oclose till the moment
comes when he oan send thee most
swiftly and surely oo some erand in
which he will be glerified. Oh, shadowed
solitary ones, remember how closely the
quiver is bound to the warrior, within
ensy reach of the hand, and guarded
jealously!—Rev, F. B.‘Meyer.
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