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THE PULPIT AND POPULAR RE-
FORMS.

In respouse 1o an appeal of the Lon-
don Reform Unicn the discourses de-
livered in hundreds of churches of the
great British metropolis on Bunday,
Oct, 25 had reference more or less
2 direct and emphstic to the subject of
2 civic reform. 1o the London Chronésle
i of the following day we find abstracts
A of & large number of these discourses
i#1 and also an editcrial ariicle upon the
subject. The Chromicle regirds it as a
most enconraging sign of times that
| & the appeal of the union should meet
with #0 generous a response on the part
3T of the preachers, and that in s0 many

! churches snd chapels ob that particu-
lar Sanday & “civic gospel” should be
proclaimed. As was to be expected,
the non-conformist pulpits were more
oatapoken and aggressive than those of
the establishment, but the utterances
of the former were not of & very radical
charscter and are described by the
Chronicle as “cautious.”

Whether it is & legitimate fanction
of the Christian pulpit to discuss sub-
jecta of civis, social and political
reform is & question on which probably
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common people are, or should be, deep-
ly interested; snd we are told that the
failure of the chorches to do this ex-
plaios their failure to reach and help
great numbers of people who greatly
need their help. The London Chromicle,
for instance, in the course of the article
above referred to says:

“Nothing has mora strongly contzibat-
ed to turn the faces of the working man
snd womsn away from th oor
than the conviction that t ]
which concern them most keenly were
never di d ivside, The Caristianity
of the early church, whose caye was be-
fore all the cause of the poor and the
oppressed, would be ss popular now
with those who are miserable as it was
in the Rome of the Empire. 8> long
#8 our preachers, whether in church or
chapel, have the fear of the wealthy
and the e before their eyes,
they will do little to move the people.

0 the Gospel to the poor was
the chief note of His mission to which
the Founder of Christianity sppealed.
If the habit of preaching s¢cisireforms
become an accepted part of our church
services, there is ro need why it should
be confined to one day in the year.
There Is wmfh to say—ind many are
waiting eagerly for the message.”

The gospel which was preiched by
Christ &nd His A es was indeed for
the poor, and of the common peo-
ple heazd 1t gladly. But those presch-
ers do not appesz to have given much
time to preaching on such subjects as
the modern preschers are here advised
to discuss. They did not turn thelr at-
tention to the removal of the grest
social and political oppressions under
which the poor people of that age
groaned, or to considering how the poor
might be deliversd from their poverty
and the rich from the enervating inofla-
ences of their unearned and superfluous
wealth. They preached the truths of
God to individoal bearts and coosci-
ences—a gospel that made the rich feel
their abject poverty in thesight of God
and that raised the poor above the bit-
terness of their poverty through the as-
surance of & better inheritance as the
children of Gd. They did not sgitate
for the abolition of slavery, but they

hed a gospel which, being received,

£¢ P are

among Christisn ministers. We would
not by any meangtake the position that
such discussions should be entirely
excluded from the pulpit. Bat discus
#ion is & very broad and indefinite
word. It makes all the difference in
f the world from what standpoint & sub-
f ject s discussed and in what spirit.
{ A gquestion of reform, for instance,
[ @ touching the temporal and moral in-
g3 terests of the people, may be discussed
§ from a imerely political standpoint and
t in & partizan spirit ; it may be discuss-

§ ed from a secular standpoint and in a

merely worldly spirit, or it may be dis- | and

;annd the freeman to regard himsell
as & bond-servant of Christ, and the
slave torejoicein his Hberty as Christ’s
freedman. They preached the universal
sinfulness and need of men, the righte-
ousness and compassion of the one holy
God and His love and power to save
revealed in Jesus Christ His Son. It is
this gospel that was preached in the
early days of Christianity and in the
Roman Empire, and whenever and
wherever since Christianity hes dis-
played its saving power. It is this
gospel which, causing men of all classes
ditions to R 1
as fellow-si before God and fellow-

onssed from & Christian standp
in the spirit of the gospel of Christ.
Provided that civic and political re-
forms are considered from such a stand-
point and in such a spirit, there is no
resson why they may not, on- suitable
occaslon, become for the preacher s
thems of remark., Bat must we not
] g0 even farther and say that the minis-
§ ter of the gospel who shuns not to de
olars the whole counsel of God will
¥ find it quite impossible to svoid the
B discossion in the light of revealed
trath of such reforms as make for lib-
erty, righteousncss, temperance a:d
[ parity in the community and in the
3 nation? Christian people have their
responsibilities and duties, not only
4 in the church snd in the family,
et but also ss members of the eivic com-
g3 munity and of the body politic, The
Golden Rule, we take it, has its appli-
oation not only to men ss brothers, as
husbinds, ss fathers, as neighbors, but
L also 10 men as citizens—that is 0 say
{ the Christian la in duty bound, so far
i as in him lies, to be'an ideal citizen in
knowledge, purpose and endeavor. 1f
this s admitied, it most also follow
3 that when the pulpit, at proper times
¥ and in & proper spirit, speaks to men
E truly and intelligently ih respect to
K reforms which in the intersats of jus-
tice and lity should be p

oted

sharers in His salvation, has also be-
gotten = sense of real brotherhood
among men snd laid the only trne
foundsation for all moral and social re-
forms. It is unquestionable that Chris-
tian ministers, and so far ss possible
all other Christisns, should take an
earnest, intelligent and sctivé interest
in the promotion of all reforms haviog
for their object the betterment of the
present condition of menand of classes
of men, Bat let it never be forgotten
that the grand office and work of the
Christian pulpit is not to promote such
reforms, but to preach to men snd wo-
men the gospel of Christ, which, to
their individual souls, is the power of
God to salvation and peace, the indis-
peusable conditien of real happiness
and of all true service for God and
bumanity.

e et

WORK FOR THE NORTH WEST.

Rev. H, H. Hall, B. A., pastorof ‘the
church st Portage Ia Prairie, has been
for some weeks preaching and lecturing
to our churches on mission work in the
North West.  He preached twice in
Wollville and lectured to & good audi-
ence in College Hall on '16th inst. Mr.
Hall was gradusted from Acadia in

and exhorts them to their duty as citi-
zens, it is not passing beyond the
bounds of its legitimate sphexe.

Bat baving said so much, we wish to
declare with emaphasis that it - would be
& most lamentable and & fuial mistake
for the pulpit to permit itself to be con-
verted into & platform, haviag for its
main purpose the discussion of civie
and political reforms, however impor/
0 tant these may be as such, or that the

4 - Christian preacher should come to re-

q i gard it as his main business to be an

axpounder of the dootrines of social

him moch higher and more important
work than this.  He fs oedained and
et furth, not that he may devote him-

science. He is called with & highee | the country and to humanity.
calling and his commission involves for from

1886 ; he sub ly studied theology
st Newton, and has been at work in the
groat West for five years. He is an
earnest speaker, with facts and experi-
ences that instruct and stir his audi-
ence, His work is being largely blessed
and he is seeking funds to enlarge his

Wrations. His church needs a build-

o dste a larger congrega
than it can receive at present. Mr.

self to s study of the trae relations of
difierent classes in this world and the
endeavor Lo prothote grest moral and
social veforms, but rather that he may
FREACH THE G06PRL 10 men and women,
spplying the Lrath 1o thelr individual

NICHOLAS AND WALRSKL

The new Czir contizus to be, and
very naturally so, s magnetic topic of
discussion for Earope and the rest of
the civilizad world. Thers is much
speculation about the young autocrat;
much enquiry and much guessing,
What ishe like 7 What is tue mess-
ure of him? What are his predilec-
tions—whom will he choose as friends
snd whom ss advisers? What will he
become—will he walk in the ways of
his father or will he mark cut a path-
way for himself? Has he ioherited
Alexander's Belavic ideas and his pre-
judicessgainst western calture and re-
forms? Sball the old regime with its
persecutions and oppressions go grind-
fog om, crushing everyone that does
not bow submissively to the great
satocratic system and worship accord-
ing to the religion of the emperor, or
shall & juster and humsner policy be
brought ia? Is Nicholas Il. a man
lacking the fibze of brain and moral
character fo make him more than a
puppet in the hands of able and design-
iog men, or will he show himself a
msn with & mind, & will and & pur-
pose’ Buch sare the questions which
sll men are asking, and none can an-
swer. The potentialities in the hands
of a strong man on the Imperial throne
of Ruossia are such that the world may
be pardoned for feeling & very lively
interest in the advent to power of this
new Czar.  But for the answer to its
questions it must wait for what time

and ghe grand procession of events | quired; special efforts are imperative
sl veal. If Harold Frederic (a|tokeep theé work from golng behind.
v ver writer who to | The ity therefore for a general in-

Mieting of the Governors of Acadia.

mwm’ﬁ.—m-wqdu.
Board of G of the University

3 Halifax Letter.
After ding » yearat ¥

Boston Letter.
For bpwards of & yesr T have been’

oh 20th and 21st inat. was large. It fo-
claded Rev. J. W, Manning sad R. G.
Haley, Eeq., (chairman doriog the ses-
sions), of Bt. Jobn; C. B. Whidden,
Esq., of Antigonish ; Rev. F. M. Yourg,
of Bridgetown ; Rev. E. M. Baunders,
D.D,B. H. Eson, Q. C, and E. D.
King, Q. C., of Hualifax; Rev. G. J. C.
White, of Anpapolis; F. H. Eaton,
Esq., and W, P, Bhaffaer, Esg., of Kent-
ville; A.P. S8hand, Eaq., of Windsor;
Rev. 8. B. Kempton, D. D., of Dart.
mouth ; Rev. T. A. Higgins, D D., Rev.
A. Coboon and C. W. Roscoe, Eaq., of
Wolfville, Four sessions were held,
sod earnest bonsideration was given to
the interents of the institutions. - The
members of the Board incur much
labor and expenge by accepting office.
Their anxiety to do what they can as
trustees of the important work in their
charge is worthy of dation and

¥ d to Halifex, Having during
the year leamed to sppreciste thy
Frederioton church s I had never done
before, although I have always bald it
in high esteem. I bave au sbiding
satisfaction in knowing that they have
secured the services of & young, able
snd devoted minister of the Word, 8o
s00n 88 Mr, Freeman osme upon the
ground, the church and pcople with an
optnness, characteristic of thigm, took
him ioto their sympathies aod made
him feel that both he and his family
were welocomed heartily, The servioes
of recognition were intensely futerest-
ing and satisfactory. By theblessing of
God, I trast thst the noble, beloved
church at Frederioton will have much
prosperity. Oo srriving it Halifex [
found our dear brother, Rev. W. N,
Hall, very {ll. He has the kind atten-
tion of Drs. Parker atd Oameron, All
are thankful to learn thatbehasgreat-

their sacrifices of time and money do
honor to their Christian profession.

We are informed that the principal
subject of consideration was the pro-
curing of funds for the necessary ex-
penscs.  The convention fund for years
did not yield the sum that was expected
and in consequence a deficit has ac-
camulsted ‘on account of current ex-
pesises. And as the receipts from the
churchies, supplemented by the income
from endowment and other sources,do
not now equal the amount annually re-

ly improved in the last ten days. Many
peayers are offered for bis entire recoy-
ery. God grant an soswer to them.
The Tabernacle church has been greatly
blessed since Brother Hall became its
paator. He began with & good church,
s stone basement, & quarrel and » debt,
The quarrel bas vanished, the stone
basement, now oarries a fine church

living- in this suburb of Best o, which
s & great centre of the confilcling
foroes of good snd evil. Hese the
“sirong man axmed keepeth his pluce,”
and looking ia some directions it some~
times appears ss thoogh his “goods
were In peace” while he amrogantly
says, “I shall never be moved.” Bul
the “strongér than he'” je upon the
mmparis, his fovocs are vigilani, sod
the ultimate result of the conflict i
nol doubtful. Ose very hopeful sign
of the ¢ mes is the manifest texdency
of miolsters and churches to get “back
to Cheist.” I belicve thet never in
modern times has the Soa of God been
mirs exalied in the teachivgs of the
pulpit, the religions peess, the young
people’s socletiss snd the Sabbath-
s0cbool than st the present day. Gener-
ally sveaking, He is lifted up as the
only and all sufficient Bavicur, and also
a8 the perfect pattern whom it is our
duty and privilege t» imitate. Tois
latter view is leading the churches out
of conventional ruts into various forms
of religions sotivity, whereby the
masses are being reached and much
aggressive work Is being done, They
are not satisfied with being evangeli-
cal, but the alm is to be evangelistio
as well, and this evaogelistic move

edifice, and the debt on the whole hes
been reduced to $2,300, $1,700 haviog
been paid off last summer. The gued
church remsins united, hopefol and full
of self-sacrificing spirit. The Sanday-

ment iy developiog into the institutional
church, such, for instance, as the Rug-
gles Bi. church of which Rev. E. D.
Barr s pastor. This churoh is noted

koot ch sbout the men and aflairs
of Ei ) is correct, Nicholas is too
slight & man mentally and morally to
do much good or evil, except as good
or evil may be done through weak ac-
quiescence in the will and purpose of
others. Bat Mr, Frederic may be wrong
in this matter and they miay be right
who believe the Czar to be a very differ-
ent kind of young msn from that which
he has described. Then there is the
Princess Alix, whom Nicholas is short-
ly tomarry. 8he too, perbaps, will prove
s foroe to be reckoned with in Russian
affairs. She is said to possess excellent
qualities of mind and heart, and to be
by no means lacking in force of char-
acter. A grandaoghter of Queen Vie-
toris ard & nefce of the German Em-
percr, she donbtless feels s natural
attachment for the reigning families
of the two-countries, and naturally she
will have more regard for their more
democratic institutions than for the dee-
potism which prevails in Russia. If
Nicholas is bimself disposed toward a
more liberal policy, he will hardly fail
to find sympathy and help in the Czar-
ina. The course he has thus far pur-
sued would seem to indicate & desire to
cultivate kindly relations with hissub-
jects. The decreés against the Jews
stand suspended ; favor has been shown
the universities ; other marks of clem-
ency have been manifested, and the
Czar rides abroad freely among his peo-
ple as if he fearsd nothing st their
hands. Europe has taken much inter-
est, some of it not the most good na-
tured, in the attitude of the young Czar
toward the Prince of Wales and the
Duke of York. The former has been in
Russia since the death of Alexander,
and has been & prominent figure in at-
3 upon the prol 4 ob q
of the lste Emperor. At the Czar's re-
quest the Prince—Waleski as the Rus-
sians call him—walked st his side in
the grand funeral procession in Bt.
Petersburg. In this and in other mat-
Sesn Wicholes has pubil g
his special regard for his royal uncle
#s well as for his cousin, the Duke of
York, who is also in Bt. Petersburg.
France, which has been making rather
hysterical demonstrations of sympathy
with Russia's sorrow, and professions
of undying friendship,” is] seized with
jealous misgivings, and begins to sus-
pect that she has been making a fool of
hersell. Emperor Willism, too, is
shrewdly suspected to be little plessad
st this rather conspicuous display of
friendship between his Rassian and Eog-
lish cousins. But what has taken place
in Bt. Petersburg' may mean little or

for his English relstives, and that, in
what rpust be for him in many respects
» tryjfig experience, he is glad to have

2 ters here noted received careful consid-

crease of the funds for denominational
work wis appsrent. The Board of
Governors sccordingly resolved to ask
the co-operation of the Boards of Home
and Foreign Missions in an effort toin-
crease the funds for all depariments of
the Convention’s work. If this can be
done not only the work of the Uni-
versity but of all the Bosrds will receive

i of h in-

greue greatly needed.

In addition to this attempt to provide
for the régular income attention wss
given {a the defleit of seven thousand
dollars ot more, that bas resulied from

far and wide for its famous male quar
totte, which doubiless sitracts many
who come to enjoy the music, but who
also hear from the lips of the preacher
earnest and eloguent words brimfdl of
the gospel truth. But this is only &
branch of the great work carried on by
thechurch. Quiteaslice ofthegreat city
is sssigned as their gpecial fleld of

school is large and prosperous. The
sexvices aze well attended. Oa Bunday
evenings the heuse is full. God has
blessed the Tabernacle. In addition
to the work in his church, Brother Hall
has presched & good deal in outlying
districts.

The Rev. D. G. McDonald abates not
& whit of his stirring sctivity. He
preaches in sesson and out of season.
It might as well be said here as every-
where else, that there is' not a Baptist
church in the Maritime Provinoes large
enough for Rev. D. G. McDonald as &
preacher. Hissoul’s interpretation of
the commission overleaps the bounds
of an ordinary pastorate. It would be
i ible for selfish to erect a

nearly as possible the financial, domes-
tic, social; moral and religions condition
of every person, That man is simply
& census taker, and he makes 1000 calls
every month, In that distriot this
work has to be frequently repeated, be-
cause a considerable portion of the in-

the i of the y since
1888. This deficit is in many ways

b ing. The ity of ze
mgving it is graat. No institution can
afford to ¢arry & debt of that kind.
Advancement cannot be thotight of
while it continues. The governors
therefore felt bound to undertake to
remove this deficit at onoe and a strong
committee, with Dr. Baunders as chair-
map, is charged with the task of rais-
ing the money. We'shall hope to hear
that their efforts have been sucoessful.

With a view of promoting the - effici-
ency of the financial of

habitants consists of those who are
idents but i

on the move. The census report presents
& baais of operations. The church is
divided into committees, sach of which
undertakes some specific department
tof the work to be done. Are there
d winners unemployed® The em-

fence 80 high around the local church
of which Bro. McDonald is psstor that
he would not jomp it in response to
the Macedonian ory, “Come over and
help us.” But the North Church bave
been accustomed to give their former
pastor, Bro. Manning, large libexties in [\,
this direction. The North church ¥nioyment committes will endeaver to
must not be grestly surprised if tie/ find something for them to do. Are
Baptist public should ssk them 10| ihere any destitute? The supply com-
make the sacrifice of giviog up their | miyee will disbume necessary food,
pastor 80 that he may be entirely free | f0] and clothing. Areany sick and in
for missionary work in the county of | need of medical help? There is & dis-
Halifax. . The North cburch is in » pensary i the church and thesick com-

the institubions it was decided to.have
but one treasurer instead of three as at
present. The resolution onthis matter
provides for the appointment of a finan-
cial secretary and treasurer who zhall
have charge of the funds of the college,
the academy and the seminary; who
shall have care of the property of the
Board, and who shall represent the in-
teresta of the institutions at the
denominational meetings. This action
has been advocated for some years and
is believed to be in the line of progress.
The arrangement will takeefTect at the
end of the present financial yesr. A

was appointed to
& man for this office at the June meet-
ing of this Board.
The i on im ts sub-

healthy, dition. In the | 1njiiee will attend to the wants of the
1st church Rev. A. C. Chute is still in suffering. Ave thiere infants needing
the sympathies and esteem of his flock. | o0ret Nurses are provided, (About 50
His work has been fur good, especially | jntanty are now cared forby the church.)
amopg the youog people. They are| s o there over-burdened mothers crush-
organized and working. They have|oq panesth the cares of  large family ?
just given their pastor his second anni- | gronsekeepers are dispatohed to take
versary celebratlon as pastor of the | gyrue while these jaded women are
church. The church and congregation | yony off for  little outing in the fresh
came together in the vestry and spent | \j  Thus every form of suflering is
& most sociable evening. Miss Selden, met with an attempt at relief.

pow Mis. Freeman, after her beloved And the fies of the b
father's- death, gave the church the i ked. The e o
bound copies of the Baptist magazine | a & AN et
and the Christian Messenger. This was %. Theohilren are i S0
the nucleus of a library. Additions mmmwum‘ -

have been made to it from time to ple into the chuoh, MM' hd”.:

time. Every church should have & Lty vl ol i

mitted s detailed statement and full
report. This report was very satisfac-
tory, showing the investments to be
secure and that the interest is well
paid. Close attention is given to this
part of the financial management so
essential to the welfare of the college.
Dr. Bawyer read s paper making sug-
gestions as to the needs of the univer-
sity. Committees will have his re-
asiions in Sa ue ad,
of these suggestions relates to the erco-
tion of & building for the scademy in
which the classes can receive instruc-
tion. The class rooms in the college
building now used by the academy are
needed by the classes of the university.
Another suggestion as to the need of
having the opportunities for an educs-
tion brought before the young people
of the varions parts of the constituency
was referred to s special committee for
sction. The holding of educational
meetings, begun Iast year, was consid-
ered profitable in several respects, and
the excutive commitiee will arrange to
continue these meetings during the
present year. g
‘We have no doubt the several mat-

carried out, and that these institutions
msy continue to be an efficient means

fonal liter-
ature in abundance. The libmary in
the l1st church is growing under Mr.
Chute's fostering cave. He takes
kindly to that sort of work.

Dr. Kempton gets on well in Dart-
month. He has not conquered his habit
of going “ into the regions beyond ™
to preach the Gospel. Fall River, twelve
miles away, and other places have heard
the gospel from him. Here Rev. D.G.
McDonald has of Iste held special
sezvioes ; the results are good.

1ibs . "It should contain oy clopedias,
SN . M,""‘,t‘” ’ | symapathy as has reached them in thelr

Btreet church is not alone in
this Christ-like work. Many othersare

health.

I was glad to see that the Rev. M. W.
Brown keeps up flesh and courage,
withstanding his parish of ferty miles
length. About seventy were added to
these churches last year. His salary
was raised and about $150 for denomina-
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