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. MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
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« fuid e suid, thum amith the Lord, wake
this valley fyll of ditches. For thus saith
the Lord, yo shall not see wind, oeither
sball ye sco rain yet, that valley shall be
filled with water."—-2 Kixds 1. 16, 17.

Out in the wilderness of Edom we find
the allied armies of the ki:gn of Iarsel,
Judsh, sod Edom. The cause of their!
being there was_the rebellion of Mesha,
kht:l Moab. Moab had been subdued
by Duvid, and had been subject to Tsrael
until the present time,  After the division
of the kingdom, Moab ‘:e“lil1 to the lot of the
Kingdom of lursel. Ahab was now
Jeborasm, his son, reigned in his stead.
Meshin bad refused to furnish the 200,000
sheep and Ismbs that were due the king
of Trrael. Jehoram planned sn expedition

him. He made application to
ehorhaphst, king of Jndnl:’; who readily
e his consent to join the campaign;
", ether with the deputy king o'
mnmwy fetched & .cons of seven
days journey. And, either by missing the
¢ route or misjudging the vequire-
sents of the host, they were in a great
srait for witer.  Jeboram, who-had plan-
ped the expediti n, and, who would proud.
Iy have taken the credit to himself had

l‘q sugoceded, now is ready to lay

blame of their wt danger upon the
.. Lond.  Saying, the'Lord has brought these

thiee kings 1o deliver them into the hands
of tiie king of Moab, This trait of human
nature is older than the king ofIsrael.

Adam, who had wilfally sinned and dis-

Sheyed the Lord, was ready to say, “ The

woman Phou gaves we, she gave me of

the tree, and 1 did est.” 8o many that
vevel and delight in sin are din to
throw the blame upon the Loed that they
are potconverted. 1o the case of Jehos-

Baphat, we seo the danger.of being in bad

eotmpany.  Jehorgm was & wicked king,

the son of & worse father, whose extreme
wickeduoss was intensified by Jezebel

The great misake of Jehoshaphat's life

was his making affinity with the house of

Abab, whereby he laid the foundation for

the rain of his own

On the other hand, we see the blossing
of pool company. When an appeal was
made 1w Elisha, the Prophet of the Lond,
he made this characteristic reply 1 “ Were

i wed At | regand the person of  dchosha-

phat, king of Judsh, | would not look to-

wande you When Christ sail 10 his dis-

lew, ** Yo are the salt-of the earth,” he
st something by it We cannot mesr
wure the blessngs that come 1o the world
through the infisence of Gad's people. God
said W Abrdin that if ten righteous per-
wone were found in Sedom, he would spare
it fur their sakon.  We mark the attitude
of the Prophet of the Lond, who, perhaps,
by divioe diseotion, had followed the host

No tawning or .r..&y before these three

entaier, Lut.ae s messenger or am-

waterr b stands upou the dignity of his

RPERE covia b bowboon wul, before Fostus
and Agrippe, with his manscles on as &
privonet, did not’ forget that he was the

wervant of the mont high Ood | and was
ot afraid o prench the trath, as it i in
dewus,  Perhaps the want of our times is

the work of a w;k,v or
t in;
school

this is

not do, as it is not
& month, but the constant

year by year. Again, our.

department; and in some res|
the most important olnl}l;‘;r :‘beul e
8 stated b M , that the ben
of the em{'. haracter is formed: before it
reaches its tenth yesr. And italso has been
said by a distinguished dignitary of the
R.C. ébmh,gin us the training of the
children for the first dozen years, and we
sre not mach afraid of lesing them after
that. Tlhen God bas &hcog :igrull':-
sponsibility uj us,~—the training of the
nf?::e n-m'xv mdpm:romn of our churches,
our homes, our societies. And then future
W’l&y depends largely upon how we

ischarge the important trust.

Too many in the lLiave, we fear,
trusted to the of God ‘l: trlgimte all
evil effects of bad training ; thus forgetting
the inexorable lnw of 0:’ and nature,
whatsoever 8 man soweth that shall he
also reap. Would 'Iu learn & hron from
the book of nature, let us go out into some
of the surrounding otchn£

We see the freu.
coming orop. Upen ¢
find that this is But the oul

paration of the past year.< And the gems
of the present crop were and there
begun. And u the ou of the

year the harvest of the t is

due. Let 'us pame some

channels we ought to dig.

1st. The Edueational’ diteh, and when
we say educational, we do not simply mesn
secular or partial, but such an one, as will
develope the physical, mental and moral
natures of our children. This, we claim,
can iahed h our de-
nowinational A mies and eges.

Another ditch we would name would be
homerty. We need to *bestow great care
upon this one, as we fear in o many
onsen, it is .‘lli neglected, parents bei
wore .suxious that their children shou
be amart thao hovest. A premium being
thus plsced upon smartness, while hon
is at & dissount. We haye only to k
uj the fraud, the shama, the deceptions,
which are being practised by the world 1o
day, and alas, we cannot stop here, but
by many whose names are on church
books ; and if thid ditch was ever dug in
their earller lives it has become y
filled up; many areproach is thereby cast
upon the cause of God by the oft repestad
charge that, “among the sharpest and
most diffioult of my customers are many
church members.” Honesty is said 1o be
the bost policy. Whateley has said, the
man that acts upon that principle is
honest man J’)‘m we wadl is doph.right
honesty or right doing whetherft pays or
ot he remark of slave-boy when
wsked by o genteman if he would be
honest if he bought him, is 'Dnhf of re-
memberance, as he” turned eyes full upon
his questioner, with this noble reply: “I
will be honest whether you buy me or not.”

An anecdote is told of the Duke of Wel-
||n'\un _His Steward came to him with,
as he thought, the plminf intelligence
that he had saved his grace the sum of two
hundred pounds in the purchase of & pro-

<

an

mes, like Nathan, the prophet, who could
way i the -king of Isreel, “ thou art the
mnn ' or Joba thie. Baptist, se he stood be
More Hergsl, and declared, “ it is ot law
ful, for hee 10 bave thy brothers wife.”
Wickedoess in Inigh plioes sbounds. Ini
et are onacted that oall loudly
for thy opwn rebuke of all true’ Christinn:

The Prophet, under the soothing effeor
of the minstrel, was eunbled to issue th
divine der ¢« Thus waith the Lond, make
this valiey rull of ditehes. For thus saith
not see wind, neither
i yet, that valley shall be
s water, that ye may drink, both
attle, and your beasts

W ww to consider, the great sub- |
joet, of Divine power,' manifest |
through biman ageney s

Tht G ke independént of man, is |

who in-
idgment,
howed

e
f understanding ?
t we view the history of Sod's
th his people, and his method |
his work among the sons of
nust be convinced of this fact,
I worke through human instru-
The miracles of both the Old

mentality. T
*- wnd the New Testaments uumistakably set

forth this truth. Whon the Prophet would
relieve thi widow's distress, he used the
pot of oil 8¢ & means from which oil wax
poured until all the vessels were full, and
upon being #old, was sufficient to pay all
her de Again, when he raised the
Shunamite’s son to Lfe; he, after praying
to the L y upon the child, with his

« hands, his eyes upon his
eyes, his wouth upon his mouth, until the
echili waxcd warm, and was finally restored
o Life

When Christ. began his miracles at
Can , bie used the water, as & means, to

| Tthus speak it is with feelings of deep re-

| strained to apeak out on this question ; for

perty, that the Duke was anxious to ob-
tain, by the fact that the occupant was
forced to sell. How much do you consi-
ler the property worth, eaid the Duke.
| Seven hundred pounds, said the Steward.
\nd you only gave him five? Yes, your

ace. - And now, sa’d the iron Duke, “ go
«1 pay him two hundred more and don’t
talk to me about good bargains.”

The Temperance Ditch. - When we take
nto account the astounding fact, that, not-

| withstanding all that has been done to cur~

|
tail and arrest this gigantic evil, that, dur- E
ing the last séven years in the Domimon
of Canada, while the population has in- |
| creased about teg, per cent., the use of in- |
toxicating liquor« has increased over |
twentp-five per cent., we see the great |
need to raise our warning cry in the ears |
of the young. But the question comes |
10 us, can we hope success-
v this work as public teachers, |
as ministers, as dvacons, and as members |
of the' church of God, with our pipes in
our mouths, and cigars in our pockets, |
and our ‘persons defiled with the scent of
| tobacco?  And’ now, dear brethren, while

spect and love for you all, but | feel con-

while our denomination is sorely 1n need o
funds to carry on our work,thousands of dof* |
lars, every year, are being sacrificed by our |
churches to this modern Meloch. 1'have
thue indicated & few of the many ditche |
that we need to dig, if we would see our
children grow up.to usefulness, and in_the
fear of God. Another thought suggested
in this, the supply was in proportion to the
capacity to receive. The command was,
“ make the valley full of ditches ” in order
that the hosts might be supplied. When
the widow, at the command of ‘the pro-
phet Elisha, borrowed veasels, and went
“into lrer room, and poured out the oil, it
did not stay until the last vessel was full
If she had procured more vessels, she
would have had more oil. When Joash,
king of Tarael, went down to see the

phet, on his sick bed, be told the King to
take bow and arrows, and he did so. He

make the wine. And when he fed the
multitade, he used the loaves and fishes;
we & cheunel through which bis divine

power wis (o flow
It this 1hen be-a fact, and as the thimty |

larnelites were commanded o
vidley full of ditches as & pre
the coming Diessing, it becomer
o ingaire concerning the matter, to know |
wiiat Gl has for us to do as & people, if |
we womkd receive his blomsin, |

Bome of vur denominational ditches may |
be indicasnd |
{

GUR EPUCATIONAL WORK

Opr fathers in the ehuroh early felt the !
woed of this diteh, snd tn Mith, in prayer,
and o selfeacrificing work, began the dig:

ging of thie treneh. And to-duy we are | said Alexsnder the Gireat, sent one of

0 have with us the B tatives |
of gur lastitutions of lenrnieg, and we
earsiestly pray That we may go on broaden |

" Gone . chonnel

| times and then thou hadst smitten Syria

| we not rether 10 take the motto of the im-

put bis handy on the king's hands, and
told him to shout; goad then he told him
© smite upon |bpm§mnnd The kin,
smote three times and sta) his huf
The prophet was wrath with him, ssying,
thou shouldst have smitten five or six

until thou hadst -consumed it, but now,
thou shall smite it bat thrice H
Jowus said, *acoording to your faith be
it uuto you "
Do we not often feel, dear brothren, that
much of the failurs in our own Christian
work, is owing to shoal digging ! Ought

mortal Carey « “ Attempt great things for

- and ye will take

| & genuine revival of religion ?”

served by the multitude, there was the be
mnin‘ of o revival in his soul,

ruler of the Jews,
again,” is no less a truth to-day than when
it fell from the lips of our rd.

gur work, we are to

8o thuJ anermdoi 3 o,
wait an at the Spirit may
come nr‘ dl the tn'n?:‘hn We learn
from the narrative before us that it came to
pass in the morning, as the meat offering
was-offered, that, behold, there came water
by the way of Edom, and the country was
ﬁ{lcd with water. Going back a little way,
we find in the days of Elijab, when Isrsel
was summoned to Carmel, to test the mat-
ter in relation to the true God, that as the
time of the :vzxd:in n“crlﬂofl d:d' 6);‘,
Elijah prayed, and the fire fell, a
mu‘;ih”hh power. In this we see the
t Antitype, our Lord, Josus Chriat, as
e comea in the evening of the old dis-
pensation, thereby fulfilling the law and
the prophets. And again, He is the morn-
ing or rising sun of the Glorious Gos-
x day. And to Him, and to Him alone,
must we ever look as the Alpha and
Omega of all our spiritual lifs. This
water, seen at a diftance, had the appear-
suce of bl Moul was decsived, and
thought it mesnt Iersel’s desth. How

often has the world thought the ghurch of
God was dead, or dying! h, when
he followed Israel at the y said,

“ This is blood ;™ but he found to his cost
that it was water, Sometimes, we our-
selves, when we seo the idences of God
ats distance, exclaim, ““This is blood ;"
but upon closer inspection, we find it is

water.
Good old Jacob, when his sons returned
from Egypt, with a demand for win,
exclaims, “ Joseph is not; Simeen is not ;
njamin away; all these
thifigs are agninst me. But w! he felt
the tears of the beloved Joseph, who bad
become the second test' man W Pty
fulling upon his neck, in the frujtfal Iand
of Goshen, he wis enabled o sy, ¥ Now
let mie die, since T have seen thy face be
caune thou art yet alive”

e 0
for such a baptism of the Holy Spirit in all
our; ohurches.

2, The next question is, “where should
we look: for zhe&qiuhg ofa  revival ™
Not indeed amongthe _u y, not in the
hearts of the impenitent ; for, to expect &
revivalof mim where uo religion pre-
viously exi would be absurb and whe-
leas, It must begin in the church among
christians—perchancé in the heart' of &
single individual, but the heavenly fire
once kindled, spreads till other hearts are
touched and made to feel the divine influ-
ence and all the surroundings are ‘lighted
up with the spi

3. Another
“&¥hat are the means best
duce and promote revivals ?

In answer to this qubstion we observe
that the firet and most important means is
prayer, “O Lord revive thy work,” was the

yer of one whose trust was in the God
of his ealvation. “Restore unto me the
joy of thy salvation” was the prayer wof
i)nvid w[v:en in darkaess and sorrow on ae-
count of grievious sin, Turn us again, O
Lord God of hosts, - *‘cause thy to
shine and we ahall be saved” is the prayer
of Asaph when he saw the vine,.planted
by GJ right hand—which had hereto~
fore filled the Jand with its roats, oo
the hills with its shadow, and had pent out
herboughs to_the sea and her branches,
10 the river—lying desolate, devvnmd"t:g
wild beasts, cut down and burned
fire. *Q that thon would'st rend the hea-
vens, that thou would'st come down, that
the mountains might flow down at thy
presence” was the earnest appeal of the
prinee of prophets when hesaw the moun-
tains of sinthat had reared their heads so
high #s to separate between Jehovah and
his people. Fasting, bumiliation, and
confession are (0 be combined with earn-
est supplication. Daniel set hiv face unto
the Lord to seek by prayer and supplics-
tions with fasting, and sackeloth, and
ashes; and he made confession of hie own

flame. 1
legitimate question s,
apted to pro-

And now, Brethren, there is” digging to
be done; and as it was with those men
who wrought in the wilderness of Bdom,
4hey, perhaps, did not all work just alike,
or with ‘the same implements, but each
did the best he could. 8o we bave
our own way of working, but with & Thus |
saith the Lord, let us work all slong th
line of trath, and make the ditohén broad |
and deep, avd then prayerfully and devout
Iy lift up our hearts to God, thal be may
send the waters of salvation abundantly
nmoag us, 80 that our pext Associstion

earmay be one of grest spiritusl power
ay God grant it for Christ's saky, Amen

|

CIROULAR LETTER. - ‘
hl.hlumﬂh-:d the Rasters ¥ B
Assosiation.

Dean Baxrmnes,~If all christisns were
like those at Jerusalom immedistely aftor
Pentecost, there would be no need of re-
vivals. ‘There would be continued refresh-
ing from the Divine presence, constant joy
and gladness, and, a8 in those days, the
Lord would add to them "“daily such as
should be saved.”

But experionce and observation prove to
us that it is not so. Chribtisss do fall
from their steadfistness—deviate from the
doctrines of God’s word—violate the terms
of ohristian fellowship—turn their backs
uron the ordinances of the gospel and ne-
glect prayer; and hence the necessity of
frequent revivals.

e propose in this letter to offer & few
thoughts concerning religions revivals,
and we begin with Ii(v question, “What is

We often hear of “‘a few extra meetings”
o little stir and more or less additions to
the church by baptiam, and this is called
arevival. And déublless in many in-
stances good results follow; tut this state
of things does no always indicate 8 genuine
revival. In too many instances it is to
be feared, the stir (soxalled) is on the sur-
face ouly, making an outward show, and
the additions only augment the number of
unconverted church members, already by |
far too large, while the church as & body |
with thegdepth of their hearts unmoved, |
continually indulge in pride, formality and
worldly-conformity having & “name to
live and are dead.” -

But a true revival i something more
than this. 1t is the awakening of the soul
from the slumbers of spiritual lethangy—

the re-kindling of the heavenly fire which
bad Ionf ceased to burn, the arousing
again to life and sctivity _the hitherto dor-
mant powers of the soul. It is returning
from wanderings in heart and life to their
fipst love—the restoration of the joy of
God’s salvation which had been Jost—the
re-appearance of the fine gold of christian
character, previously rendered dim b
disuse and negleot. It is re-engaging in the
performance of duties heretofore negleote!
—the rallying around the blood-stained
standard and “coming up to the help of
the Lord God against the mighty” Ir
these conditions be present in the hesrt
and conduct of an individual or of an en
tire church, there is unmistakably & genu
ine revival of religion. {
The word of God furnishes many illus
trious examples of true religious revivals 4
A few will suffice for our present
When the impetuous, self-condegh Boter,
~~having first fled from his Lord b his
time of trouble—~then follo
off and thrice denied him
lh:' words of his injured Lord: abd
and sought 8 place of retreat w!
bitter &- of penetence might flow

lht:o disciples on their way o Bmmeus
with heart, od in sadness, ware

by the loving Se¥iour—th ..ﬁ:f
o tb-m,ud':-h;:,mnnm » Beriptares

sinsand the ins of his people. The
Apostie James likewise exhorts his breth-
ren to “confess their faults ove to  another
and-pray oue for another,” ~

Next to or, humilistion &c.,, is the
fuithful preaching of the gospel—the earn-
est exhortation of the brethreu and sistors
~personal a) Is to the hearts of individ-
uJ- caloulated to awaken and keep alive
the fire of love in the soul.

Last but not least is the bringing of the
tithes into the storehouse If(-b!-pry of
God in tithes and offerings 15 o froitfal

| source of spiritusl dearth. Let any ohurch

close their eyes 10 the destitute around
them, and their ears to the ories of the
perishing—let them give a cold refusal to
every appeal for wid fo the benevolent en-
terprises of the day, and let them dole out
to their pastor in measured mites, with a

rudging stinginess, s mean and contemp-
tible stipend, soarcely sufficient 10 afford
the common necessarios of life, and it may
be taken for granted that the windows of
beaven will remain closed against them—
the early and the latter rain will be with:
held, sud possibly if this state of thing
continue vory long, the doors of the sauct
uary will be ol and the “onndlestiok
removed out of its plage.”

“Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
hoiwe that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith saith
the Lord of hosta, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven and pour you out a
blessing that fhere shall not be room
enough to receive it.”

4. We now come to consider the question
what are the fruits of a genuine revival of
religion ?

And here we observe that one of the
firsts fruits is -continued stendfstness.
“ They continued steadfastly in the Apos-
tle's dootrine and fellcwnlnP, and in break-
ing of bread and in prayer.” This is some-
thing more than the result of mere tem-
sorary excitement, which like fire in a
rush-pile makes & tremendous blaze and
bluster for the time being, but quickly
spends itself and_expires, leaving nothing
but blackness and the charred remains
of the twigs and splinters which produced
it, to be picked up by the first breeze and
carried away. But i is something deep
and abiding, like the fire that wraps its
flames around” the wmassive trees laid to-
gether, affording ample food to keep the
flame alive. It burns amid the musings
of fie heart in the hours of retirement. It
finds vent before the throne of gracein
seoret prayer. It bursts forth in earnest
pleadings atthe family altar and in'the so-

&l from
this ordinance established by Him-
g}! to bé observed in nnc?s:mnl

im. )
Again, there will be more Brotherly love
and {kindness manifested among church
members. Petty jealousies wjll be Inid
sside—little grievances and annoyanoces
will'be easily settled-—financial differances
will be adjusted without flying to a secular
tribunal, but by seeking advice ahd assist-
anoe from brethren in the Lord. In &
word—brethren will not “ dsré to go to
law before the unjust and not before the
sainta,®

Moreover the claims of the Sabbath will
be more fully ised and met. Its
hallowed houra will not be apent in layiug
plans for the ensulng week—in tpavell ng
or driviuhl:r plessure or business, in visit-

from house o house for prrposes of
e-bearing or gousi .-l-ndoﬁlrl and buck-
biting, or Tous in laziness at home, or

-Alvxn‘ the fields iustesd of attending the
house of God. - But Christians will aim to

‘heart-burn, vomising, loes of appetite, and
conntipation. Dyspeptie patiants vuffer ua-
t0ld miseries, bodily nd mestel. They
should stimulate the digestion, and securs
regular dally sction of the bowels, hy the
e of moderate doses of

e

Ayer’s Pills.

‘.

After ho bowsls are regulased, one of these
Pills, taken asch day after dinnes, is usualty
8l that ls required to compiets the cure.

AvER's FYLLS are sugarecated and pusely
'“fb—lmm’lﬁﬂb
Eable medielne for the otire of all diserders
of the stomach mnd bowels. They sre
tho Dest of all pargatives for family we.

FREFANED WY

Al up the hours of that saored day, as far
a8 possible in reading, meditation anil

r~in worship at the saoctuary, Sab-
m'nlool work, and whatever else may
tand o thegeneral good of the dhuse of
re

v, there will be improvement in
the financial condition of the church. The
quarterly or monthly payments of the
pastor’s salary will L more fully and
unctually met, enabling him to spend all
is time an | energles for the beneflt of the
people of his charge. The constant ap-
from the bemevolent ises of |

our denowmination will mot be passed by
unnotioed, The ear 'i(’o n, the heart
instead of

open, and the hand open™
empty treasuries, continually erying, give,
give, and often in vain,orippling the benev-
Olent'operations of the body, there would
be surplas funds, requiring x fields of
labour, and more labourers to carry on the
(lorigu- work of giving the Gospel 10 the
world.

In conclusion desr brethren, while our
hearts have been cheered with the intelli-
geuoe of revivals in some of. our churches
with large additions to their members, it is
painful tknow that the number of church-
©s thas blessed is 80 small,  We want the
revival element to become more general,
nay universal. Would to God that all our
churches, in all their ches and all
their members might, during the coming
year be, bl with geuuine, extensive,
rwmnl aad mdn&n( revivals of religiou.
Rovi the results of which will pot be
mess merely by the numbers added to
the churches, but which shall yield an
abundaag fruitage, not only in hearts con-
secrated ko Chrst, but in lives consecrated
to the sdrvice of Christ—in consecrated
gold and silver, and the “tithes of all the
incrense, which shall erown the labours of

all hip children. For this let us aleo earn-

estly pray.

“ Pather for thy promised blessing, /'
Btill we plead before thy throne, 4

For the times of sweet refreshing, (¢
Which can come from thee alone

Blessed earnests thoughast given,
But in these we would not rest,
Bleasings atill with thee are hidden,
Pour them forth and make ns blest.

Prayer agcended to thee ever,
Answer Father, answer prayer,
Bless, O bless each weak endeavor,
Blood-bought pardon to declare.

Give reviving, give refreshing,
Give the looked for jubilee,

To Thyself may crowds be pressing;
Bringing glory unto thee.”

The Extent of Human Travel

The movement of persons has undergone
quite as important a growth as that of
goods. In the “ Review of the World's
Economy,” the number of passengers -car-
ried by all the railroads in all parts of the
world, in 1882, is estimated at 2,400,000,
000, or an average of six and a half million
o day. The absolute number of engers
carried on steamers is smaller ; but here,
as was also the case with goods, they are
carried for longer distances, and more
day’s journeys, gln on railroads ; so that,
estimated by the mile or the day, the
amount both of freight and passengers
work the steamers do will appear to much
better advantage.
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