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‘WOMAN'> CHRISTMAS.
% For Unio Us a Child i¢ Born,”

'BY LUOY LARCOM.

-

Mok . Wt ot S ees
ot nor uation’s own,
With that lu?;e glo’ry on his brow.

Thou bendeat in awe abeve the child,
The cradled hope of all the race,
The perfect one, the undefiled,
A saved world shining in his face.

Thou bendest in awe ; we bend with thee,
Forgetting by-gone loneliness.
's desire fulfilled is he ;
Oufyeolitude he comes to bless.

By the cloze bond of womanhood,
By the prophetic mether-heart,
Forever visioning unshaped good,
Mary, in him we claim our part.

This baby’s face is as the sun
Upon the dimness of our way ;
The child's arm ours to lean upon
‘When mortal strength and hope decay.

Oar path, erewhile so desolate,
His dear beauntitudes adorn ;
Earth is a heavenward-opening gate,
Since unto us a child is born.

Born unto us, who vainly seek
The fair ideal of our dreams,

Among its wockeries, blurred and weak ;
He crowns the manhood he redeems.

To us, who trust that men will grow
Grander than thought or guees of ours,
When this pure life through theirs shall flow,
This health divine stir all their powers,

O Hebrew maiden, even to us

Thy sisters, scattered over earth,
God semt this infant glorious,

This one celestial, human birth,

What were our poor lives worth, if thence
Flowered forth no world-perfuming good,
No love-growth of omnipotence ?
The childless share thy motherhood ! .

All holy thoughts, all prayer and praise,
‘Wherewith our Christ hath made life sweet,
Through us undying voices raise,
One Name—his Father’s—to repeat.

Breathe, weary women everywhere,
The freshness of this heavenly morn !

The blessing that he is, we share ;
For unte us this Child is born !

SERMON.
Some Thoughts for the New Year,

‘BY THE REV. JAMES BENNET, D. D.

Preached in Calvin Presbyterian Church,
St. John.

This month shall te unto yon‘ the beginring of
months.— Exodus 2ii. 2.

The origin of customs and observances
may sometimes be of importance. Some-
times they are hid in the mystery of the
past, and. sometimes they seem to have
grown up without any pecullar reason. The
first day of the Jewish year had significance
above all other days. The month Abib was
of pre-eminent importance, In it Israel
was liberated from Egypt, rose from the de-
gradation of bondage to the dignity of free-
dom. Nothiog could henceforth canse its
return to a level with the other months of

the year, except forgetfulness of history.
Like Joseph’s sheaf, the other sheaves must
bow down to it. Hence we find that to that
month belonged the most solemn religlons
observanoes. In it were the days of un.
leavened bread, concluded by the passover—
that rite which told of mercy and of judg-
ment, the salvation of the Israelites and the
destruction of the Egyptians, Other days
might gather round them great observance,
but while Israel remained as a natiom the
days which preceded and ushered in this
feast could mot be esteemed like other days.
‘We can sympathize with the Jews when at
the breaking down ef the partition wall of
natlonalities they still cling fondly to their
feast of unleavened bread and paschal rites,
and we can well understand the wisdom of
the council of Jernsalem and of the Apostle
Paul, who while standing out against the
imposition of the yoke of observance of such
days en the Gentile converts, to whom they
had no rich old associations, yet allowed the
Jew though a Christian still to keep up the
time honored customs and renew the hal-
lowed memories of their redemption from the
slavery which their forefathers had endured.
The month Abib was to them a joyful
month—the begloning of months.

Most nations have their political days—
days of some great deliverance or some great
victory. . On this continent our peighbors
celebrate the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers
on the rock of Plymouth, from the May-
flower—oelebrate, too, the fourth of July,
the day of the declaration of independence,
And in our‘own province show is made of
ocelebrating the day of the landing of the
Loyalists. These days are of great tradition-
ary importance in various places, and preb-
ably were it not that Christendom has " al-
ready fixed the day of the beginning of the
year, we should in each of these nations
have these various days as respectively the
initial peint from which each would calcu-
late’ the beginning of the year to the
nation,

The fixiog of the beginning of the year
dates back to the time of Julius Cmsar,
There was only a slight change made by
Pope Gregory in the sixteenth century and
which was adopted in Eogland at a later
perlod, o that the same day might indicate
the same period of the earth’s orbitas it did
a% the time of the Council of Nice. In thus

fixing the beginning of the year we have re-
ferrefl solely to convenience, We have
Hothing  particulsr to commemorate
on the firsk day of the year,
The want of any particular event
to fix our minds upon is rather beneficial
than otherwise, Each nation, each family,
eaoh. Individusl, can on that day all the more
forcibly recall the events which are of im-
portance to each from the freedom of mind
from any great event which the day cele-
brates. Thus while Good Friday, Christmas
and Easter turn the attention to the most ex-
traordinary Christian facts and beliefs oo-
eupying the mind to the exclusion of all else,

NEW YEAR’S DAY

oalls each one to a review of slns and judg-
ments_ and mercles past, and to serious plain
resolve and prayer for the future, that we
may be made better, wiser, nobler, more
prepared for all life’s vicissitudes, and make
& more prudent use of all its privileges and
advantages, .

1, One of the dutles which seems o de-
volve upon us at this season of the year is to
rejoloe and to wish our friends joy—to re-
jolce, mot that we are a year older, but that
we have been spared in health, peace and
oontent during the past; and to pray for one
another for the future that we may be
happy—for is not every wish a prayer, at
least on the lips and coming from the heart
of a Christlan? And is nos the joy which
we manifest when we meet one another, the
offering of thankfulness that God has spared
each fr%and whose hand we clasp during all
the season ? ’

Of course our rejoicing may take either a
worldly or a religious oast, Perhaps there

is too much of the heathenish about the out-

side shew and style of expression, and pro-

decidedly Christian aspeot; though there
might be some Httle danger of them degen-
erating intoa cant, It wounld not do to set
down any form of salutation which we might
think more decidedly Christian., Each one
should follow spontaneously the expression
of his own feelings, but these feelings should,
with all Christians, be those which while
are human yet look towards the divine, The
phrase “Happy New Year” in the Christian
mind should mean *‘May God be your guide,
your guardian, your provider, your stay dur-
ing the year we now enter upon.” This per-
haps is in many oases felt—I hope it will be
even more 20, And though it ia rather late
to give any directions or instructioas on this
point for the year, I would just here for a
little to occupy your minds in aralyzing the

NECESSITY AND IMPORT

of a Happy New Year. A happy year will
of course be one in which we shall have
euough for subsiateace, health, activity, use-
fulness, peace—peace with our neighbors,
peace with our families—a geveral glow of
kindly feeling animating us towards every
one—penace with our God, being under his
idance, submitting ourselves to his known
ws, and in all things bringing ourselves un-
der obedience to his good spirit; giviog up
to God in all things and so preparing for
either this world or the world to come. If
at the end of it we can say we have emerged
and done all this we might affirm “‘God has
fulfilled for us the wishes of our dear friends
—he has given us a happy New Year.”
When we wish a happy New Year to any-
ons, or seek 1t for ourselves, we should think
of the wish as a prayer. These are not the
only prayers that are offered up in the
church, or at the family or secret altar. I
hope we are all religious enough to see and
admit this, although some may think it a
desecration of the name of praye: to call our
wishes by that name. Yet are our wishes
the only real prayers we offer—not the ex-
pression, nor the saying ‘‘I wish,” but the
real aspiration of the heart. Every prayer
or wish, however, is not a prayer to God.
It may be a prayer to the devil—the only
delty some men acknowledge—a prayer to a
nonentity, the good will of an atheistic heart,
Behind all our general forms of kindly senti-
ment should ever stand forth the, image of
the invisible whom we worship.as the giver
of all good, the fulfiller of all right desires.
Strange curtailments have both curses
and prayers suffered. Minced eaths are
quite common; 80 are minced prayers. ¢‘Good
bye” was at one time *‘God be with you,”
““Adien” once meant *‘To God,” but we now
utter it without any religious sentiment.
True Christian feeling will bring back the
original meaning of these expreasions,
snd will rather iInfuse into the com-
mon form of salutation, a religious
sentiment which they have not. A happy
new yesr will mean ‘‘May the giver of all
good grant those blessings which make us
happy—all goodness and nobleness and vir.
tue and spirituality.” 3
It is curious to think what an almos}
infinite varlety of meaning there may be
attached to this one expression, because
each one puts into it his idea of - happiness,
Oae man’s idea of happiness is like that of
the boa conesrictor, gorging itself on its
prey and then sleeping off its gluttony.
Aunother loves a roving prairie life with
plenty of pasture and springs to quench the
thirst, El,l look into the tuture is bovine,
The happiness of a third lies, like that ef the
beaver and bee, in constructing all sorts of
things. Others take a higher range, and
collect and heap up useful things, as squir-
rels and ants do, making provision against
the future, In that their happiness lies,
Some delight in pleasure, some in pictures
and statues, other have mo happinees but in
books. This one thinks life unenjoyable
without music, aod theatres, and
games; that other is pleased only
when money accumulates and house is added
to house, Some take delight in home,others
are never at home save when away from
home. Oae class cherishes hatreds as dear
things and revenge as & luxury. The heart
of another is given to benevolen§ actions,
Succeesful ventures are happiness to the
merchant, rich ripe grain to the farmer,brisk
trade to the manufacturer, plan to the poli-
tician, the triumph of sect to the partizanp,
the onward march of truth and righteous-
ness fo the Christian, Aund all these to
some extent infuse into their desires of a
happy new year their own feelings and
views, so that the phrase means a great
maultiplicity of things. Trune each one is not
so silly as to suppose that all his friends love
what he loves and wishes what he wishes.
Oar good wishes in general are*in rega:d to
others for what each one finds to be enjoy-
able, This will not lessen the manifold
signification of a happy new year. We
ought however to consider whether in desir-
iog from God for another what he finds de-
lightful the thing delighted in be really good.
e should not always wish a man
happy  according to his own stsndard
of happiness. We should first form a right
ideal of happiness and then pray for that for
ourselves and for all men as far as varying
circamstances will allow. Of course these
circumetances take a wide range. Youth
and age cannof delight in the same things,
Thejsphere of womanu intersects only,but does
not coincide with that of man. The minister
and the merchant meet only casually in the
course of life, Each man’s business modifies
what to him will be happiness, But above
and beyond all these varieties of age and sex
and calling there is a certain generic unity
of our race and virtue of which the same
streams will quench each one’s thirst,

PLANTS OF EVERY VARIETY

enjoy the same sun, drink up the same rains
of heaven and breathe the same atmosphere,
The rush may love the river bank, the reed
the morass, the rose the rich cultivated gar-
den, but over all spreads the same heaven,
and into all are breathed the same genial in.
fluences, And for man in every situation of
life are required health, peace, a regenerate
nature, a soul reconclled to God, a' life ac-
tive in all good aspirings and doings, and
such goods our wish would iunstill into the
hrase as addressed to you all—‘‘A Happy
&ew Year.” t
2. The beginning of the New Year has
been always esteemed a good time to balance
our books, see how we have progressed and
open new accounts, This eommercially—
but is it not also a good tima to do some-
thing like this, as to conduct and character?
How stand we in the debtor and creditor
aceount of goods received from God and
gratitude rendered in return? What about
those talents—the ten, the five, the one—
which we have received to tradeon? Is
our capltal stock of nature deteriorating or
is it improving? How have our promises
to pay into the exchequer of heaven drawn
last year or earlier :ﬁlife been honored, or
have we forgotten about them ? Have
we become honest in rendering to our great
creditor, God, the glory which was justly
due him, er do we still live’the lives of
rebels, saying our lips are ours, who is lord
over us? Are there any to whom while
owing love we have repald with
hatred and ill-usage? Do men honor
us as truthful, upright, straightforward,
honest, or has the last year rather
confirmed them in the opinion that we are
no better than we shonld be? Have we
suffered our religions affections, the richest
treasures of our nature, to lie idle while we
were engaged making mannon? While rich
in this world’s goods are we as to God poor
and wretched and miserablestill? A thous-
and questiens like these we may put fo our-

consider them well,

bably eur congratulations ehould take a more
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we shall be made wiser and better. And this
is a good time, in the beginming of months,
o put them. _

3. Hull‘th ;nd life are t:: ;}omuh ﬁ:d
means whereby we enjoy happiness,
we all have a sound mind in a healthy fnme,:
Bodily health is ,-and moral and spir-
itual health are better, for while the one is
transitory and must decay the other may go
on continually improving and if so wllY ge
eternal, Whether you or I shall enjoy the
full pulse and the free spirit we cannot
tell. 'We leave that to your habits and your
physiolans, These are subject to many oir-

yond our control. Our soul’s health is also,
we admit, partly beyond eur power, yet it Is
to an extent within the range of will
and resolve and the activities in which
we engage the soul. We may live
In a region affected with moral malaria,
We may by our conduot have enthroned
evil habits which ever keep us in a fever of
sin. We may have succumbed so often to
the power of temptation that we are now
weak and futile in all our resolves. Still
there is a physiclan and balm in the Gilead
of the gospel and means of divine grace.
God has not left the simner without reme-
dies. He who is an enemy to God by wick-
ed works may be reconciled to him through
the divine Saviour, He wko has sinned is
yet capable of saintship. The chief of ain-
ners may be aun apostle, ‘“‘Come now and
let us reason together, Though your sins
be as scarlet they shall be as wool,” ete.

It would be a happy year this for you if
you were only brought to the only effectual
remedy—a resolve to give the keeping of
your souls to him who will care for them,
and keep them, and cure them, and by his
word and divine spirit make your dreary,
parched, desert heart to rejolce and blossom
as the rose, God, Chriss, the Spirit, the
church, all eay Come, for this iz your frue
happiness, your eternal joy.

There are months, and days, and years, spe-
clal and peculiarin each one’s history, to which
the eye of memory ever furns as the great
landmarks of beilng—the turning poiats of
life and death, happlness and misery, but
surely that day, that month, that year, on
which the keeping and care of the soul is

ven to the divine and all-sympathising

aviour must stand out of all periods most
peculiar, most worthy of remembrance, He
who has been reft from the burniog ruin has
less cause of congratulation on that event
than he who has been snatched from the all-
consuming fires of a sinful debased nature,
the hell of a devilish heart, to live in the
love of God and commence an upward career
as a candidate and heir of the glory of the
Son of God.

4, I know not whether there are any here
who cherish enmities and malice against one
another, Possibly not. I trust such a bad
apirit is not known in its grosser forms—at
least not unchecked, but there are little
envies and jealousies—these petty malevo-
lences which, while speaking to neighbors
the peace and good wiil which becomes the
season of the year, may yet when the fes-
tive term is passed work all the other way,
and feel a sort of evil satiefaction in ooocur-
rences and events which poison ;some one’s
peace and destroy his happiness,

LET NOT SUCH FEELINGS ~

take possessiop of any ome of you, Love
worketh no i1l toward its neighbor, Rejolce
with them that do rejolce and weep with
them that weep. Be kindly affectionate one
toward another, in honor preferring one an.
other, Mind not high things, but conde-
scend fo men of low estate. Let the same
mind be in you which was also ia Christ
Jesus who theugh he was rich yet for oar
sakes he became poor that we through his

overty might be made rich, And the very

d of peace sanctify you wholly and I pray
God your whole spirit, soul and body be pre-
sented blameless unto the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

5, One thing alone further we would ob-
serve today on this beginning of months, It
is that it is the season of most poverty and
misery, and requires most the charity of the
rich and comfortable. Not great poverty—
yet there are those who wans clothing, food,
tire. In this inclement season the appeal to
your sympathies will not fall upon unsym-
pathetic ears. Your hands will do what
your hearts prompt. Make happy the un-
happy; feed the hungry; clothe the naked.
God gave you abundance taat you might
share i, riches that you might
dispénce if, and gave you hearts which
koow not how to be happy in the presence
of distress without relievingit. He has
called you to follow him in this—if any-
thing—the charity which saves and blesses,

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

0f Rev. 0. G. Dobbs, President of St. John’s
Church Y. M, A,

Gentlemen and fellow-members of St.
John’s church—It affords me, I assure you,
sincere pleasure to be the one to Introduce,
for the first time to a public assembly such
as this, the ‘“Young Men’s Assoclation of
St. John’s church, in the parish of S.
Mark.” It is, I say, a pleasure to *me, be-
cause, in the first place, I have the honor to
appear before you as the first president of a
society that will, as I earnestly and hope-
fully trust, live long enough to elect many
future presidents, chosen, as I have been,

by the free and unanimons, unpurchased and
unpurchasable voice of the electorate.

Buat while thanking yon now for the
honor you have conferred upon me and the
measure of confidence you have in me, I ask
your indulgence if in my official capacity
any of my aocts or 'words should fail to meet
with your approval. Not that I look for or
in any way expect or even desire to have
any mistakes 1 may fall into remain un-
noticed and allowed to pass; on the.contrary,
I think by 0 acting you would be commit-
ting a greater mistake, I ask only that
whatever mistakes or fanlts of any kind youn
may notiee throughout my term of office,
you will set down as faults of the head
rather than of the heart, for my earnest aim
shall be to promote the best interests of this
society to the utmost of my ability and to
act impartially between man and man.

Although I have had a good deal to do
with socleties of this kind it has chiefly been
rather in a private capacity, but I shall en-
deavor as soon as possible to make myself
master of the new duties and responsibilities
which are now lald apon me.

But what gives me ever more pleasure in
being thus called upon to Introduce the
soclety to you, s’ the conviction that has
been forcing itself upon my mind more and
more strongly, of the importance of the step
that has been already taken by the forma-
tion of this soclety and the benefits that are
likely to flow from it (with the divine
blessing), not ouly to ourselves, but to the
church to which we belong.

Fhese points I shall dwell upon in a
moment, but just here I would say, what I
am sure must be obvious to you all, that

the very importance of the work to be done

by our soclety makes it all but ocertain
before hand, that we shall meet with diffi-
oulties and discouragements, and it may be,
even serious o in oyr way, for who
ever heard of a work of any importance
being carried on without having opposition
of some kind to contend against, or at least,
difficulties to overcome, our oase the
main difficulties we shall be called upon to
face will probably be found to be within

ourselves, and in my opinion they will not
prove very fotmldsl!lb', provided the indi.
vidual members of the society, as well as
the officers elected for, the year, will each
and all act upon the principle of those noble
words spoken, on the eve of his greatest
victory, by him who has been justly termed
“‘the greatest sallor since the world began”
—¢‘Eogland expeots that every man this day
will do his duty.”

I may, I am sure, speak for the other
thembers of the committes, as well as for

myself, when Issy this is what we ask and | togeth
-expeoct from “‘every man” in our association.
cumstances, part of which, at least, are be. |

That soclety is not worth jolnlng which
is not worth an effort on our pars to sustain,
and bring to greater efficlency., Even
physical pleasures and sports, which most
Anglo-Saxons delight in, oannot be enjoyed
without having to go through a good deal of
toil :.nd drudgery, failare and disappoint-
men

‘What ardent fisherman has never been ex-
posed, at least toa temptation to prevaricate
when questioned as to his success, or rather
want of success, in his last day’s fishing ?

' Or what cricketer knows not what is to
have his stump sent flying by a shooter just
after he has gone to the wicket with a par-
tionlar desire to distinguish himself, But
such things do not discourage those who
really desire to smcceed in any particular
physical amusement.
. Orientals may wonder as they see Mug-
Hshmen engaged in their national game, and
undergoing much fatigue in the pursult of
i, and may ask them *‘why do you not get
our servants to play for you?’ Butitis
because they are naturally indolent them-
selves and cannot understand the pleasure
the others find in it. ;
. Baut if we can thus undergo discomforts in
the pursuit of physical pleasures, should we
not be ready to show ourselves equally man-
ly In our determination to carry out to
successful issue anything we undertake,
even in the face of some fallures-and dis-
couragementa ? The true spirit of a Briton
is shown when we throw all our energies
into whatever we begin, and refuse to own
ourselves beaten, even when there is seem-
ing defeat.

Napoleon sald of British troops: ‘“They do
not know when they are beaten;” and not to
know when we are beaten s
oftes to bring victory over to
our side. Perseverance, then, is what
we need in carrying on the work of our so-
clety. It is easier to begin well than to per-
severe in well dolog, That the formation of
spoh a soclety as this has commended itself
to all of you, Is clear from your presence at
its meetings; and that which Is worth be-
ginoing at all is surely worth some little
sglf-denial, it may be, on your part, uatil
perchance we may be gratified by seeing or-
der and beauty and usefulness brought out
of comparative chaos. Let us then, to begin
with, conslder it henceforth our duty as
members of this association to do what in us
lies to sustain and strengthen the hands of
the committee—to give them, as politiclans
say, & fair trial, rememberiog also that in
every newly formed society it takes a little
time to get into proper working order,

You have a committee now of your own
choosing, it is at all events the choice of the
majority. If perchance it should not meet
with  the hearty approval of some of the

members, I have sufficlent confidence in the |

good sense of such, to believe that they will
bow cheerfully to the will of the majority
and work as energetically in the interest of
the society, as though they were in perfect
sympathy with its cholce of officers,
Nothing so soon brings trouble and diffi-
oulty and even disaster to any cause as the
refusal of individual workers in that cause
to sink their own private opinions when op-
posed by the volce of the majority, or to re-
fuse to work at all becaunse their particular
views are not adopted. Where consclentious
seruples exist it may be necessary to with-
draw our supporf, but even then the manly
and right way is publicly to state such
goruples. In our society such a case
is not likely to arise. I do not
mean thereby to ineinuate that we have
no consciences, though it is commonly re.
ported that lawyers have none; but I am in-
olined to think there are some exceptions
to that rule, which opinion is shared, I be-
lieve, by my colleague in the vice-presiden-
tial chair, but what I-mean is that there
will hardly be any oceasion in our soclety for
any consclentioues scruples $o arise, :

And we ought fo be tolerant enough, with
regard to every other kind of objeciion, in
which others may not see eye to eye with
us, to admit that possibly the decision of
the majority may be right, even when it
condemns our cherished convictions, Some
of us, for example, may think at times the
work of the society is not carried on rightly,
according to our ideas. If so, let us at-all
times be honest in our convictions. Let us
not allow any difference of opinion on our
part to lead us into indifference with regard
to the society, either by neglecting its meet-
ings or by taking no pars in its delibera-
tions or ite general exercises, Butlet every
member feel himeelf free at any time to ad-
vance and defend his opinions in a constitu-
tional manner, to critioise the opinions and
aotions of others, and to use every legiti-
mate means $o have his ideas understood and
carried out. But now, it may be asked by
some, what are the objeets of this soclety ?
Its objects are stated in our constitution.
Yet I think it not nofitting that I shounld say
a word upon the subject, especially as I am,
in all probability, addressing some who were
not present when the const:tugion was dis-
cussed, and who, consequently, may desire
some information., I shall, however, en-
deavor to be brief. 1 may say, In the first
place, that such a soclety as this which
‘has now been formed, has long oc-
cupled a place in my:thoughts; I having
been led to think of it, partly from my
knowledge of the good that such socleties
has accomplished in other parts of Canada;
but partly also from the difficulty I have ex-
perienced in getting to know, even by sight,
many of the young men belonging $o our
church.

This, thep, Is wisely stated as one of the
objects of our sosiety, and by no means the
least important, namely, that thereby the
yourg men of the church should be drawn
together, and get to know one another bet-
ter, And so far as my own experience goes,
the society has already been beneficial to me
io this respect, and I gladly recognizs the
fact that my closer acquaintance with the
members of our society bas been a source of
real pleasure to me. Some of the members
I know now in a way that perhaps I never
should have been privileged to know them
otherwise. I say this as the honest testi-
niony of my hears.

Again we all know that union is strength,
and so whenever a number of persons com-
bine together for the protection of a good
object they’ can effect that which, as in-
dividuals working disconnectedly, they
never could have accomplished. There are
many good purposes that we might take in
hand with a probability, or even a certainty
of success, simply through the strength im-
parted by union; but this, at all events, we
onght to aim at acquiring by our union,
namely, moral strength, Let us seek to keep
our society free from those who would be a
source of moral weakness, Let us seek to
secure for those who joln us, freedom from
moral talnt in the ocompanionship here
found. Not that I would urge the exclusion
of those whom it nllgh help and benefit,
but at the same time let us care leat we in.
troduce among us amy who would
be evil u-oodh for those whe have
jolned our wmoglely in good falth,

But as I have already exceeded limit I
had marked out for myself, I shall pass
rapidly over the remaining points jects
of our association. It is intended to be an
edacator; drawing out the powers of its
members,as deba readers, essay-writers,
eto.; placing questions of interest before
their minds, to be 1doked into and discussed,
and teaching them $o stand oriticisms passed
ina !rlndldzd-plm. without loasing temper.
It is intended to create and foster an inter-
est in our church, and to bind the members
er as one man in order to promote the
welfare of our church and parish- in every
way possible. I firmly believe that if all
the young men of our charch would deter-
mine to do all they possibly could unitedly,
by example and effort for the upbuilding of
the church, that a new era of presperity
would dawn upon it. Senlor workers would
be encouraged and some, perhaps, of them
who take no interest would be put to shame
and strive into activity,

Every true man should endeavor to roo$
out that selfishness which seems to be innate
in all of us, and set himself to labor for the
good of others,

I cannot close this paper without congra.
tulating with all my heart, those members of
thespecial committee ondonationsonthe very
suocessful way in which they performed
their really arduous duties. To my mind
it was far more tastefully done than last
year, and several members of the congrega-
tion have told me that in their opinion it
surpassed anything that had been done in
the church for many years.

Be that as it may, this at least is clear,
that the soclety did not fail to do, and to do
well, the first work in connection with the
church, which lay within its power. I trust
and believe, that thisis but a small indl.
catlon of the beginning of a time in our
church, when the young men will feel more
than ever they did before, that they area
real part of the church, with a real and im-
portant work to do therein, and that the
church may sqe that she cannot afford to
allow her young mea to be idle onlookers,
but must be prepared to use greater efforts
to enconrage them to work for her. I be-
Heve fully I'am not wrong in thinking, that
yeung men will work if only their be work
given them, and recognition extended to
them. I look to the soclety to prove that
my faith in young meu is not misplaced.

SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY.

A Sarz LieBT ForR MINERs.—An electric
safety lamp was exhibited by J. W. Swan af
a late meeting of mining and mechanical engi-
neers at New2asile, Eng. The lamp is port-
able, being fed by a secondary battery and the
whole weighing about six pounds, and is said
to be capable of giving twoor three times as

much light as the ordinary safety-lamp during
ten or twelve hours, The supply of electric
energy is readily renewed, and the batteries of
several hundred lamps may be recharged in -a
few hours by connection with a suitable electric
main, Mr. Swan hopes to give miners still
further security by the addition of a foul-air
detector to the lamp,

RECENT surveys shows that Russian forests
generally reach their northern limit at 71 de-.
grees of latitude, but near the Lena they ex-
tend nearly to 72 degrees.

A MoxsTrous PROGENY.—Perhaps no more
striking illustration of the wonderful repro-
ductive powers of certain insects could be given
than that contained in a new work by Theo.
dore Wood, an English entomologist. It is
assumed, first,{that 1,000 aphides weigh mno
more collectively than a single grain; and,
secondly, that on% very stout man can weigh
a8 much as 2,000,000 grains, Then it is found
that,if multiplication were entirely unchecked,
the tenth brood alone of the descendents of a
single aphis would be equivalent in point of
actual matter to more than 500,000,000 of very
stout men—or one-third of the human popula-
tion of the globe, supposing each person to
weigh 280 pounds !

Some remarkable and very successful experi-
ments have been mads at Portsmouth, Eng.,
on the use of creosote as a steam-generator in
shipsof war, The creasote is contained in a
tank, and kept at a uniform temperature and
consistency by steam coils running through it,
‘nnd steam injectors furce the vapor into the

urnace.

SoiL.-FiLTeRIRG —Recent experiments con.
firm the opinion.of sanitary authorities that,
though natural soil is an excellent filter for
impure air that may pass through it, it
is a poor filter for iuflected water. Raphael
Pumpelly of the National board of health,finds
that sand interposes absolutely no barrier be-
tween wells and ioflection with germs from
cesspools, cemeteries, etc., lying even at great
distances in the lower wet stratum of sand;
and that it is probable that a dry gravel or
g:lbly a dry coarse sand is no obstacle to the

entrznce into hounses abeve of these
organisms, which swarm in ‘the ground air
around leaky drains,

DerErMiNING TREE Ages,—After a careful
study of the subject, Prof. P. D. Penhallow
concludes that the formation of the so-called
‘‘annusl rings” of growth in trees is chiefly de-
termined by whatever operates to produce
altermating periods of phpsiological rest and
activity. In cold . climates the rings are an
approximately correct, but not always certain,
index of age. In warm climates, however, the
rings are of mo value in this respect, as the
growth is more likely to mark a period of rain-
fall than the yearly hot season of summer.

Living MusoLes 1N Deap Bopies.—Dr.
Brownsequard, the French physiologist, has
demonstrated that for several weeks after
death, or during the persistence of the rigid
condition [which immediately follows the ces-
sation of life, the muscles of an animal undergo
slow alternate contractions and elongations;
and he reaches the startling conclusion that
the muvcles in rigor mortis are not dead, but
are still endowed with vital powers, being,
however, in a certsin chemical condition which
is antecedent and preparal to final death.

IT 18 suggested that the'Patagonians may
have lost as much as two inches in stature
since the adoption of constant horseback riding,
a little over two centuries ago, They were
formerly reputed giants, and their bodies are
still huge, while their legs are disproportion-
ately short and slender.

ARizoNa’s WonDER.—The silicified forest of
Arizona, known as Chalcedony Park, is un-
doubtedly one of the greatest of American
wonders, remarks Geo. F. Kuvz., . This
marvelous depoeit, eight miles south of Corrizs,
covered a thousand acres, and consists of fallen
trees which have become buried and silicified
into probably a million tons of agate and
jasper. Some of the trunks are 150 feet long
in diameter, and others are broken into every
conceivable shape. Silicified wood is obtained
from many parts of the world, but -nowhere
else is it so beautifully colored as here, every
imaginable shade of red, brown and green
being presented. The most remarkable feature
of the park, and a phemomesron perhaps un-
paralleled, is the natural bridge, of agatized
wood, spanning 'a canon 55 feet wide, The
tree is from three to four feet in diameter, and
more than a hundred feet in length are in
sight, both ends being imbedded in the sand.
stone at sides of the canon.

ExTENSIVE experiments are to be made by
the Government of Tasmania in naturalizing

GrLaAsS plates have been substitated for cep-
per in the shea! of an Italian ship, the ad-
vantages claimed exemption from oxida-
tion and incrustration. The glass was cast,
like iron, in plates to fit the hull.

Ix the latest list the beetles of the American
continent alone numbered 9,490 species,

The largess
for a
d’Aumale

Contempt for the Statute of Limitations:

& (Shamokin Tlmes )

I am pleased to hear of the appointment
of Jeremiah Snyder, Eiq., as justice at Mt,
Carmel, He has had considerable experi.
ence, and will make an impartial officer.
They tell a pretty good story of - Jere whem
he was one of Sunbury’s justices some years
ago. - It appears that during the war a man
in an adjacent townehip brought the remains
of a son home in a metallic coffin, but buried
him in & wooden casket, Some time after-
"ll::l t:t;h:. ;netagllo ceffin was purchased by
a neighbor for the p also of bringing
home the body of ason gn one of the battle-
fields, and 1t was used for the second burilal of
the body. But it was never paid for, The
original owner of the box died and after-
wards his widow brought suit before Jere
for the box, The defendant appeared and
was goiog to read the statute of limitations.
,*“No, sir I"” roared Jere, bringing his pon-
derous fist down on the table, *‘ you ocan’é
enter no such plea before this court; psy this
widow for the coffin your dead son lies in or
I'll issue & commitment and have you in jail
io five minutes !”

The widow recelved her money.

A Garter Brought Into Court.

(From the London Times.)

A singular trial has just faken place bee
fore the criminal tribunal of Colmar, There
is a traditional usage in Alsace, evidently
selic of ruder $imes, that at the close of a
marriage feast the bride gives ene of her gar<

‘ters to the bridegroom’s best man,who forth-
with divides it into pieces, which are divided
among the guests,

The niece of the Burgomaster of Orsche
weiler, near Schlettstadt, was lately mar.
ried to a resident of Uttenhelm, The chief
public authorities of all three places were
present at the festivities, and the traditional
ceremony was observed. The hap-
pened to be of silk riband, striped red, white
and blue, Following the usual eustom, the
gentlemen wore their fragments of the gar-
ter pinned at the coat buttonhole, One of
the guests, the proprietor of a hotel a%
Schlettstadt, happening to be at the rallway
station of that town next morning, was u
bralded by the guard of the train for
disloyalty in flaunting the French tricelor in
a German town, and so endangering the:
public peace.

The public prosecutor heard of the affair,
and at ence instituted oriminal proceedings
against all the male guests, including the
three burgomasters, for publicly d.hphi-
ing fragments of the offending garter. He
based his proceedings on an ordinance passed
by the French provisional government in the
revolutionary period of 1848, forbidding the
display of emblems calculated to disturb
the public peace; but the Colmar tribunal
acquitted the accused, on the ground that
all the circumstances A negatived the
tlon that they intended to make a p:ﬁ::!‘
demonstration, or to irritate German feelin
by displaying a French emblem. Much ridi.
cule has been heaped onthe public prosecutor
for falling back on an obsolete French ordin-
ance to punish a supposed display of affec-
tion toward France,

At the Custom House.

Custom house contretemps are of not uneom-
mon occurrence, says the Boston Home Jeure
nal. A recent one has raised considerably
many jokes at the expense of one of the elerks
there, while it has put the inspector in am
awkward fix, Among the recent Cunard
arrivals ::l:o ehu;hmng ladly.,d ::o was
not over- as — young nevee
are that—to have her trugk p over
by the official. She stood impatiently
by while its contents were béing inspect-
ed. The first dutiable article was a large and
bandsome album. She thought it should be
exempt, a8 it ocontained only pictures of
friends, mostly American friends, of whom she
had many, although she had never been in this
country before.

The official turned the leaves of the album,
and near the front was a photograph of 0&-
ac g Ao iy ey S ey
ull military gery o .

“A friend of yours?” ‘“Certainly,” replied
the lady; ‘‘are you satisfied now?”’ “Certain-
ly, miss,” replied the lnsg:ceor. letting the
baggege that looked nocent enough
pass, a8 I believe iz the complimen-
tary custom fowards friends of other officials,
The news reached the ears of the captain, but
when the inspector attempted to chaf hime
upon his charming English friend, the captain
whispered in his ear : “You'd best keep pret!
mum, for you are badly sold. I don’t kmew
the person, and some accomplice must have
bought the picture of my photograph man and
sent it over to her, Heaven knows what was
in the bottom of her trunk; Uncle Sam never
will find out.”

Burdette's Burglars.

AN INCIDENT IN THE ANNALS OF A VERY QUEmE
NEIGHBORHOOD,

- Astoryis told of how Burdette, the hu-
morist, after marrying against the will of his
sweetheart’s stern father, visited that gentle-
man and, with his wife on one arm and &
shotgun in the hollow of the other, secured
peace with honour. There is another story
of another exploit with a shotgun by Mr.
Burdette which is aunthenticated by his ewa

admission. Burglars were numerous in Bur-
lington at one time when the clever writer
was esgaged on the Hawkeye, and & number of .
houses near his own had been raided. Nat-
urally, under the circumstances, Mr. Burdette
slept lightly, and so, when a slight noise was
made one night at a window on the ground-
floor he was awakened, Mr. and Mrs, Bur-
dette occupied a room in the second story,
and Burdette rose from his bed quietly, with-
out disturbing his wife, stepped to a windew,
and discovered two men at work outting the
slats in the shutter of a window opening e a
porch below. It was just the opportuni
he had been waiting. He had always wan
to kill a burglar, anyhow. He felt confident
the robbers, after entering the house, weuld
come up-stairs, and getting his shotgun he sat
down placidly at the top of the stairway te
await them. He would slay them withk a
couple of charges of buckshot just as

an the ascent. He waited long
patiently with the gun across his
but he could hear no farther noise,
the burglars did not appear. Itwasa drowsy
sort of night, just warm enough to make if
cemfortable for him where he sat with his
back against the wall, and he concluded to wait
until villains came, though he half
they might have failed to effect an entrance te
:he house. g’h li:ned back oonh:nl:t:lry. ;ﬁ
t appeared 0 momen ., When
g by  the shoulder and




