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preference. But if more accommodation is wanted for fruit, then extra accommodation
can be provided. It would not be fair to restrict the butter ac:ommodation in favor of
anything else. This limitation was pus in there, and 1 would like to make this explana-
tion on behalf of the Minister : That while butter has the peference, on every steam-
ship there is space for two carloads reserved for such as the Department may indicate to be
trial shipments of any kind; and if Mer. Fisher or his friends had intimited to the
Department at all at any time that they wanted some space fer trial shipments, they
could have had a share, at least, of the two carload space, and _then there wouli be no
shutting out of any trial shipments for want of accommodation. 1 want to say that,
lest it might seem that there was no accommodatien for trial shipments ; and the steam.
ships are not bound to reserve space for any shipments unless space is engaged fonr days
before. The steamship people would not be able otherwise to fill the holds. Then I
am very much pleased with the report that has been made on the shipments from Bur-
lington. T had a pretty good eye on some of those shipments in Montreal quite often,
and could zee the progress of the work, and was very much satisfied with the way
some of it vas being done. I was specially well pleased with the extra good quality
of the fruit offered this year—the evident care ia selecting large sized, uniform-sized and
well-shaped specimens, I am no authority on fruit culture, but I do know the size and
shapes good fruit should have, and I pay them this well deserved compliment, that it
was the best I saw go from Montreal. Then the one matter that perhaps I misunder-
stood Mr. Fisher in stating, and with regard to which I took the opportunity to inter-
rupt him, was this: That while the whole cost of carrying a package in cold storage
from Montreal to the vessel might be a shilling per case, I thought the point he was dis-
cussing was the extra cost of cold storage and therefore the gain to the community of
shipping in ventilated chambers where extra cost would not be imposed. The extra cost
for the cold storage sarvice would ba about 8c. per case that siz> (s ample shown). Now,
rather than run any risk at all, 8c, is a very safe investment to ensure safe carriags in
any kind of perishable fruit or other products. Then in regard to the report that Mr,
Woolverton made in behalf of the shippers of Grimsby I would like to make this ohserva-
tion: That the shipments while under ‘overnment auspices were not under the direction
of the Government in that full ge nse. The Government, through wyself in charge of
that branch, made recommendations in regard to the packages of fruit, but took no
control beyond the recdmmendations, which the shippers, I chink, did their best to carry
out with the exception of the first packages, which were procured before the Depart-
ment’s judgment was taken, and these, I think, were too large and had one very serious
fault which I shall point out when 1 speak of tomatoes. The Department was merely
seeking to provide accommodation for the safe carriage of fruit such as the shippers
themselves would pack and put on the railway cars for us. Then the other matter that
was not perhaps quite clear, at least to my mind, was that the failure of the first ship-
ments of fruit to carry safely was owing to the fact that these shipments were carried
at too high a temperature, Now, that is quite in accordance with my own know-
ledge of the facts of the case, but that was not because the temperature in the hold of
the ship was not cold enough. You may have fruit in a package which, because of the
generation of heat in the package, will keep the fruit much higher then the registered
temperature of the hold of the ship. The temperature in the hold of the ship was
kept at the point we requested in each case except the one mentioned by Mr, Woolver-
ton, and while the frait was carried in too high a temperature it was not because
of the lack of facilities for cold storage, but it was because the fruit was so insu-
lated in the package that the cold storage would not cool the fruit in the packages,
With these explanations from my knowledge of the matter this year I would like to
lay before you the report, and then get what I can from you of information as to how
this business can be carried on most successfully. Allow me in a fow moments of intro-
duction to assure you that the Department regards this work as being 8o very important
to the whole fruit-growing industry of Canada, that the Minister authorized me to say
that no pains and no reasonable expense that is necessary will be spared to get the Can-
adian tender fruits on the British market in the best kind of packages and packed in the
€8t way and delivered in the best condition. (Applause). If shippers themselves




