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\our Committee desire again at this time, to express their deep sense of 
obligation and of gratitude to Almighty God,—the Author of the Bible—for the 
great success afforded to this Society in the dissemination of this ho'y word, in 
almost every part of the world. God favours His own work ; and though it ba 
carried on by really feeble instruments, though they are but sinful men who 
have this charge and task allotted to them, yet hv God’s blessing, the holy and 
blessed work prospers beyond all calculation. We are now in the sixty-fourth 
year of this venerable and laborious Society, and each Tear but iidds to its use­
fulness, its labour and success, its increasing glory. Cho<en bv G d to be the 
messenger of the Goepel into iilinost nil Iands.it has had grace and streiigth given 
to it according to its day,according to its actual present need; and inGml’s own good 
time, we may expect to see this Society hearing a far larger share of labour, and 
currying out a far huger and more extended work of usefulness, even bearing the 

•re fullv, in all languages, to all parts of th« world. At present we have to 
chronicle great things,—how moch greater, when this Society has become as 
large, and its operations ns extended, ns the surface of the world will permit, as 
the numerous and scattered nations uprn it can need nr des.tel

^ o'r w'lU'^ first, Coll your attention to some particulars of the
Ii mie Report, so far as these may appear interesting,—especially with regard 
to Foreign work ; and will then pr ,<:eed to furnish an account of the local work 
which lias hi'B" done during the past year.

The nations of the earth ge eraliy, are of course in much the same pos‘- 
itnuH and hearing much the same relatin' ships inwards each either now, as for­
merly was the cmn* ; hut, one no'able pnlitioal change has lately taken p'nce, 
viz., as regards the relationship of Prussia a-d Austria, and of both these to 
the rest of the world ; and us political ehanges often affect to a verv great 
extent the work of the S •oiety. we mav wall be rejoiced to learn, that whatever 
mnv be the political changes which It ive ol late taken place on the Continent 
of Europe, they have uniformly resulted in an increased measure of usefulness 
and ho ex'ended sphere of notion f r this Society. Prussia has greatly extended 
the actual working ground of the S >ciety, by the late short but very important 
war Prussia herself has benefitteri ; a- d so also it appears fins Atistija. In 
Berlin the an Vs and oirculation of the Sciiptnres have greatly increased during 
the past year ; the increase being in this case, largely attributable to the put- 
chases made lor soldiers during the late war. Turning to Austria, it is to be 
remarked that a great change lor the better has of late taken place, as regards 
the rela-itmsh p existing between this Society and the Government. In 1852, 
when Mr. Millard, the Agent ol the Society, was endeavouring to secure a per­
manent position for Bible distribution in that country, his Bibles and Testa­
ments wer •, by order ol the Government, sent he wind the border, amid the 
tears and sighs of many of the people ; hut in 18CG, the rulers of this country 
have seen fit to pursue a different and m-.re enlightened policy. Mr. Millard is 
now permitted to reside in the capital city Vienna, and hi* Bihlc-work there­
to reports, has met with remarkable success. Within a year, the Bible circu­
lation within the limits of his district has multiplied nearly thri’f-'nld ; and, 
lor last year, being i|ie third onlv of his operations, the total circulation 
amounted to no less than 156.000 copies. The superintendence of Mr. Millard 
extends h!m> over Poland. Until last year, nothing scarcely, worthy of me inn. 
had been accomplished for that unhappy country ue regards tL
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