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LePage says, to smooth over these diffi- circulars sent out either by Mr. Côté or byceulties. It le flot necessary to know If a any other officer of the department.
man le of Frencli or Englîlh or Germanor!-n u oko f i eaCnda The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. I
I1 do nlot think the goverfiment-is acting in mlgbt say that we are receivlng every day
the best 'Interest of the country, and I questions by the commissioners to whlch'know hundreds of men 1ln British Columbia we send answers. If the hou.1 gentleman
who consider that this circular l et lIn the wants ail these questions and answers, Ibest Intereet of Canada, and that the send- wlll lay them on the Table, but it wlll makelng of It out le a tblng mucli to be regretted. a pretty big volume, and I do flot think that

Mr. BARIÇER. I would like to ask the
hon. minister if be Ie aware that Mr. Côté
lias lssued another circuIar, one that le
qulte as Improper, appanently, as the one
Issued In Ontario, ln which lie askis that
retun 11e made direct to hlm as assistant
commissioner o! matters wliolly outside bis
-duty as commIssionen ? Does the bon. min-
jeter know that Mr. Côté bas asked to have
returne made to bim of French Canadians
who do not live In this country at ail, but
who live in the Unlted States ?

Tbe MINISTER 0F, AGRICULTURE. I
-wll answer tbe hon. gentleman's (Mr.
Banken's) question finat. I am not aware o!
sucli a circular as tbe hon, gentleman mndi-
cates. But the description le sucli that I
mlgbt flot 11e able to necognize It. I shall
flnd out at once whether sucli a circulan
lias been Issued.

Mr. BARKER. Tlie bon, gentleman couid
see It published In a dozen newspapers with-
ln the last two weeks. It le flot a secret.

Tue M.iLNISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. I
do flot know the circulan, and have flot seen
it. I confese that I do nlot study the news-
papens as closely as lion, gentlemen oppo-
site, or as cloeely as some bon, gentlemen
on this side do. I have flot ceea the circular
lie bas alluded to.

Mn. BORDEN (Halifax). Miglit I suggest,
before the hon, gentleman proceede, It miglit
lie decirabie, for the Information of the
House, that copies of ail cinculans sent ont
be laid on the Table. The hon. gentleman
refenred to one that wac sent out la anewer
to questions that had been asked-

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. In-
structions cent to tlie commissionen. It
wac flot In the form of a circular. It was
sent to a number of commIssioners ln the
province 0f Quebec.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Are tbe In-
structions comprised la tliese laid on the
Table ?

The MINISTER 0F' AGRICULTURE.
No, It was sent la reeponse to questions
sent la by the commîssionens.

Mn. BORDEN (Halifax). I think the
flouse, befone passing this vote would like
to have a copy of the Instructions to ail
census commissIonene, enumenators, and sOon, or to any of them, and a copy of aIl

erai Instructions could be brouglit down, and
this would probabiy cover what the lion.
gentleman wants.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). That le ail I
had ln mind.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
Now, witb regard to the hon. member from
Victoria, B.C. (Mr. Prior), and what lie
says concernIng Mr. Côté's circular. In
the first place lie bas rend correspondence
that I recognize as having rend myseif.
This circlar was sent to gentlemen ln dif-
ferent parts of the country, whose names
were given to Mr. Côté--

Hon. Mr. PRIOR. By wbom?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
By different people-they were got la any
way they could 11e.

Hon. Mr. PRIOR. Who were they given
to ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. I
really cannot tell. Mr. Côté was inetructed
to find out who miglit aid In securlng them
amongst the population of Frenchi orîgin,
who in times gone by bave been, to a cer-
tain extent, mislead as to the census taking.
The object Is to lead to these people giving
correct and full answers to the enumera-
tor's questions. I may say that ln large
parts of the province of Queliec, some people
were told that the questions of the censusi
were to afford a basis for Imposing taxa-
tion. In another place there was a story
of conscription for milltary service. And
ln other parts equally absurd statements
were clrculated. It was with the desire of
removlng such difficulties from the enumera-
tors' way, that the circular was Issued.

Mr. WALLACE. Why should they 11e sent
out 'confidential ?'

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
Because tbere were the stories clrculated
amonget the Frenchi Canadians. We have
nlot received complainte that the came
stonies were circuiated amonget the EnglIeli-
speaking people. The only object was to
cecure an enumeration and to prepare for
the correct answers to the questions put.
My hon. frIend frnm Victoria enys he does
flot cee why questions as to orlgtn should
lie asked.

Hon. Mr. PRIOR. Hear, hear.
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