
26 GERMANY AND THE GERMANS

freedom of decapitation in cases of tyranny or

folly.

There has continued all through the history of

those of the blood of the German tribes, whether
in Germany, England, America, Norway, Swe-
den, or Denmark, the sound doctrine that ability

may at any time take the place of the rights of

birth. Power, or command, or leadership by
heredity is looked upon as a convenience, not
as an unimpeachable right.

Charlemagne (742-814), a descendant of a
mayor of the palace who had become king by
virtue of ability, swept all Europe under his sway
by reason of his transcendent powers as a warrior

and administrator. He did for the first time for

Europe what Akbar did in his day for India. In
forty-five years he headed fifty-three campaigns
against all sorts of enemies. He fought the Sax-
ons, the Danes, the Slavs, the Arabs, the Greeks,

and the Bretons. What is now France, Ger-
many, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Spain, and
most of Italy were under his kingship. He was
a student, an architect, a bridge-builder, though
he could neither read nor write, and even began a
canal which was to connect the Danube and the
Rhine, and thus the German Ocean, with the
Black Sea. He is one of many monuments to
the futility of technical education and mere
book-learning.


