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IN HER PLACE

THE plain man is not always mature and
successful, as I have hitherto regarded
him. He may be unsuccessful in a

worldly sense; but from my present point of view
I do not much care whether he is unsuccessful in
that sense. I know that plain men are seldom faU-
ures; their very plainness saves them from the
alarming picturesqueness of the abject failure.
On the other hand. I care greatly whether the
plain man is mature or immature, old or young.
I should prefer to catch him young. But he is
difficult to catch young. The fact is that, just
as he is seldom a failure, so he is seldom young.
He becomes plain only with years. In youth
even in the thirties, he has fanciful capricious'
qualities which prevent him from being classed
with the average sagacious plain man. He
slowly loses these inconvenient qualities, and
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