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THE LIFE OF SIR WILFRID LAURIER-

1

A Series of Articles Taken From Professor Skelton's Latest Book
"The Day of Sir Wilfrid Laurier."

A^^TJ^^ °"! grown-up history worthy of the name that we have of Canada'tdevelopment >ince 1870 « Professor 6. D. Skelton's "The Day of Sir Wilfrid

te'"' i"»i''*
.*"" ^^J Chronicles of Canada." edited by ProfesS

^^fTr ^A-
Langton,.of Toronto University. There have Len many

•o-calFed Canadian "histories," some of them sawdust grinds, some nun^Kr
f!^l'iul"^A'

"?'* chatter or puerile nondescript. But Mr. Skelton's bookhas life, dignity, perspective and proper craftsmanship. No clumsy ama-teurism here, but solid information, plus an ordered and lively expression.

«o.»il "t n
A^y^rtiser s purpose to quote, in a series of articles, what thismaster of Canadian history tells us o? Laurier. The reader will see whatLauner has done for Canada and the Empire, soberiy and authoritatively

set down by a great historica scholar, not in any heat of election aroumentbut in the non-partisan quietness of scientific judgment. You will eetglimpses of Laurier, not as an election expert like Robert Rogers mieht re-presenthim, nor as one loving the great leader not wisely but too well miirhtpverpnae him, but as an historical expert sees the career of Sir Wilfridin Its Lanadian and imperial setting, steadily and whole.

«,:„/ -"^ that Mr. Skelton brings out in especial salience is the mod-eration fairness and calmness of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. He has been everthe mediator, peacemaker and unifier of the two Canadian races. He eariv
M-°,vJ!Pv .r'°',.«"a has maintained a political position between the anti-

fl/» 5 n *J!f*'
u"

,S*/
continental Europe and a weak-backed Liberalism

hU^ °
'if'^'' ^'l- "'? ^T-^° ^'S?^?

^^^ ^"" "«^^ °f individual independence indeciding on political affairs. This position he has always held to be thatof British Liberalism, viz., to stand for individual freedom and toleration

i^l 1°- *''^'*? ?'"'*''*^* °^ .*=•*!'.''='!. ^"*^ "t^**- When the Church in Quebe^has seemed intolerant, or inclined to exert undue influence upon thi voteror too interfering with secular affairs, Laurier has been its opponent.To quote from Mr. Skelton:

*
j.^**^. ^"''^"tanding and the intolerance and good-wiU which under-

Itl'^i^^
'^

r°«''
*!re destined to abide for life. It was not without ?^sSithat the ruling motive of the young schoolboy's future career was to be theawakemin^ of sympathy and harmony betweien the two races." (n 6 )

..A te'**'" '?n"t*i"
»tr'ving to hold Canada together. He fought in 1911

^ri^J^V 1917 against those who would disrupt the Dominion built ^Sir John Macdonald and himself. Mr. Skelton says again (p. 11) of Laur^

nRSiw'??'f?ry.*^*'i*?fu*'"
his graduation in law at Mc&ll UdversUv

i^fl' *£^* »t "tated "the need of racial harmony, the true meaning ofliberty, the call for straightforward ustice." The historian refers (p 12)to Laurier's "cool, discriminating moderation," "the strength of bralS and

*rom 1863 to 1866 Laurier, then a young man of 22-25 vears was a

r':;^;!?.vf'°/F''* ^I!"*
*"*

^"n?1''° ?* Montrealfa society pemc^uted by the

rf«r"S-K*°S'' *='*!?y-. Toleration wad the motto of these young French!Canadian Liberals and toleration was a sin in the eyes of the hostile clergy.

lntr^o„U*JJ"*wl,'"''T"/^,**^'=*'
the needlessness of clerical and po^h^S^antagonism. When elected later to the Quebec Legislature (1871) Xaurieropened up his parliamentary career by ''scoring the Government for M

Fren^lf r«n?H""?*kP°''?.?' ".^I"« S^*'^* »*«?» *« '^heck thTexodu. of

UhT^^iS »„'^"* ^?
**>«"»"» of New England, praising the ideals of British

i;-.51-
""•

*°f
ca"»ng for a truce in racial and religious quarrels." /He

EmDire°^fi^ir7li:^hVri^''r*n*°u^{?.P^^^^^ *° Canlda and to thi

a«Ti «;»«?«Jl^rki^ * *°
u*''*t° ^^J"

•»abiunts, a harmonizer of the race*and a peacemaker between church and state. Further quotations wiU showhow Launer is still the light of Canada, the safe guide in the storm;


