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large quantities of brandy ; and such is indeed

sometimes the case, but it is due to the fact that

some essential organ of the body is suffering

under the pernicious influence. And although

the person may have been, at a former period,

fat and lusty, the body finally becomes wearied

with this continued excess, the stomach is dis-

eased, nutrition is impeded or wholly suspend-

ed, and a complete destruction of the. vital

organism results.

It wdll scarcely be believed, yet it is never-

theless true, that females can bear these ex-

cesses for a longer period than men, and that

when they do unfortunately yield to them,
they indulge to even a greater extent.

Observation and experience fully corrobo-

rate the assertion. Among a great number of

cases that could be cited, one must sufiice.

A young lady, a Creole, living in Paris, was in

the habit of taking daily a pint of brandy,
without its producing any disturbance of her
faculties, and, it might be almost said, without
committing any excess. When she took a
larger quantity,—which indeed was often the

case,—she became loquacious and troublesome
to her attendants: complained of headache
and hallucinations, whil^h deprived her of
sleep, and said that she dreaded an attack of
apoplexy. During four or five years of pro-
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