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taken were those which had conveyed the 42d to
Flanders, having on board every article of regimental
baggage, except the knapsacks with which the officers
and soldiers landed at Ostend in light marching or-
der. Along with the baggage, a well selected li-

brary, and, what was more to be regretted, ail that
remained of the historical records of the regiment,
from the period of its formation till the year 1793,
fell into the hands of the enemy.

After the conclusion of the late war, his Royal
Highness the Commander-in-Chief directed that the
42d should draw up a record of its sei-vices, and enter
It m the regimental books, for the information of
those who should afterwards belong to the corps. As
none of the officers who had served in the 42d pre-
vious to the loss of the records in 1794 were then in
the regiment, some difficulty arose in drawing up the
required statement of service ; indeed, to do so cor-
rectly was found impossible, as, for a period of fifty-
four years previous to 1793, the materials were very
defective. In this situation, the commanding officer,m the year I8I7, requested me to supply him with a
few notices on the subject. After some hesitation and
delay, I commenced

j but merely with the intention
of noting down as much as would cover about thirty
or forty pages of the record book. I did not, indeed
expect that my knowledge of the subject would
enable me to extend my statement to greater length,
especially as I had kept no journal ; but as I pro!
ceeded, I found that I knew more, and had a better
recollection of circumstances, than I was previously
aware of, though, in the multiplicity of facts I have
had to state, some inaccuracies may afterwards be dis-


