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coast range mountains to an exalted height, and cloth-

ing them with eternal snows and crystalline glaciers.

It remains only to speak of man and of society in

Alaska. Until the present moment the country has

been exclusively inhabited and occupied by some thirty

or more Indian tribes. I incliie to doubt the popular

classification of these tribes, upon the assumption that

they have descended from diverse races. Climate and

other circumstances have indeed produced some differ-

ences of manners and customs between the Aleuts,

the Koloschians, and the interior continental tribes.

But all of them are manifesth of Mongol origin. Al-

though they have preserved no common traditions, all

alike indulge in tastes, wear a physiognomy, and are

imbued with sentiments peculiarly noticed in Japan

and China. Savage communities, no less than civilized

nations, require spice for subsistence, whether they

depend for it upon the land or upon the sea—in savage

communities especially; and increase of population dis-

proportioned to the supplies of the country occupied

necessitates subdivision and remote colonization. Op-

pression and cruelty occur even more frequently among
barbarians than among civilized men. Nor are ambi-

tion and faction less inherent in the one condition than

in the other. From these causes it has happened that

the 25, 000 Indians in Alaska are found permanently

divided into so many insignificant nations. These na-

tions are jealous, ambitious, and violent ; could in no

case exist long in the same region without mutually af-

fording V, hat, in every case, to each party, seems just

cause of war. War between savages becomes the private

cause of the several families which are afflicted with the

loss of their members. Such a war can never be composed

until each family which has suffered receives an indem-


