
PER ONAL MEMOIRS. 701

tunity to assure you that I have, and, at the same time, to apprise

you of my having undertaken, and in fa(^t, began another on the

viviparous quadrupeds of our country, which it is also my intention

to publish as soon as I can. .... ; .;,.,.'. ,,,1.,,. *!.,' ;.»,,'. .« ,. ,

"In all such undertakings, the simple though unintormitted

labors of an individual are not sufficient, and assistance from

others is not only agreeable, but is, in my opinion, absolutely ne*

cessary to render them as complete as possible.

" Having not only heard, but also read, of your having rendered

essential services to Charles Bonaparte, Mr. Cooper of this city,

and other eminent naturalists, I think that perhaps you would notT»

look upon ray endeavors to advance science as not unworthy of the

same species of assistance at your hands, and I will therefore say,

at once, what my desi a are, and wish of you to have the goodness

to let me know, whether it is agreeable or convenient for you to

assist me. - \ s.
•

, .
.•- . • . , .,, <

"My wishes are to procure of quadrupeds, of moderate and

small sizes, preserved entire in the flesh, and in strong common
rum (no other spiritous liquor will preserve them equally well),

and the heads and feet of the larger species, likewise in rum.

The large animals in the skins, after having taken accurate notes

of measurements, the color of the eyes, date of capture, locality,

and also, whatever may relate to their habits and habitats ! By
the first of which, I more particularly mean, their usual and un-

lal postures, gaits, &c., and whether they climb trees, or are

.ticogether terrestrial. My desire to have the animals in the flesh,

is in connection with my wish to give their anatomy, or as much

of it as may be thought useful or necessary to the student of

nature, and by which the species may be better liereafter known

than heretofore."

28iA. Maj. Delafield writes respecting the contemplated work of

Audubon :
" If in your power to aid him as proposed, you will con-

tribute to another magnificent American work on natural science,

intended to be on the same grand scale with his ornithology."

, July 7th. Among the most noted aboriginal characters who

have, in bygone times, lived here, was Adario, a Wyandot, who

flourished while that tribe were in exile on this island. He appears

to me, from the descriptions given of him, to have had larger in-

ductive powers than the Indians generally, though they were only

emnloved on stratagems and in "^"'negotiaiious, in wiuch, curiously


