
To realize the debt we owi' tii Wolft*. it is only ricccssarv

to ginnci' for a moiiiiMit at sonic of the iiicidciitH tif the Seven
Years' War. Let iis look first at tln' eliaraeters in the drama.
On the side of Prnssia. Frederick the iJreat. with the arin.v

which had been l)ei|neathe<l liy his father, "the licst engine of
war in Kurope." anil he himself the first warrior of his time,
if not of till tinu'. On the side of France. Lowendal and .Mar-
shal Sa.\e. and on this continent, the .Manjiiis iU' .Montcalmc.
the Chevalier di' Levis, the Chevalier dc hourlanoH|iie. Itaron
Dieskan. limiKainville and others. On the side of KoKland. the
IJnke of CnnilierhuHl. the victor at Ciilloden. and in statesman-
ship. Fox. Carteret, the two Townshi'nds. .Mansfield. Halifax, hnt
aliovc atid hi'vond all. the Kreat connnoner. William I'itt, dearly
lovioK Kii);land. and himself described as " Kn^land inear-
nati'": on this contiiH'nt i>n the British side, liricadier Lord
Howe. l!ra<ldock. Ma,ior-Oeneral Amherst, ami nnder him the
three bri);Hilii'rs. Whitmore, Lawrcro'c ami Wolfe, and in the
Colonial forces, with Uraddock at .Mouon^ahcla. and as his

aide-de-i'anip in the expctlition against Fort Dnipiesne. Adju-
tanf-Oeneral GeorRc Washiejiton of the Virginia militia. Shir-
ley, and Robert Rojfers. with his fann)ns rangers.

With snch cinnbatanfs in the field, jfreat resnits were to be
expected. "This." said Karl (iranville on his deathbed, "has
been the nuist );lorions war and the most trinmphunt peace
that Kngland ever knew." "The Peace of I'aris." says I'ark-

man. "nmrks an epoch than which none in modern history is

fniitfnl of nn)re jirand resnits." "If is no exa^Keration to
say." writes Green, "that three of the many victories of the
Seven Years* War determined for affes to come the destinies of
mankind. With that of Kossliach beRan the re-creation of Ger-
many: with that of I'lassey. the inHnenee of Enrope told for
the first timi' since the days of Alexander on the nations of the
Kast; with the riumph of Wolfe on the Hcifrhts of Abraham
bejfan the history of the liiitcd States"—and he might have
added, of British America.

To understand the position on this continent at the time, it

is necessary to remember that before the Seven Years' War the
French, to nse I'arkman's words, claimed all America fnnn the
Alle(rhanies to the Koeky .Moniitains. and from .Mexico and
Florida to the .Vorth Pole, except only the ill-defiin'd possessions
of the Kn);lish on the borders of Hndson 's Bay : and to these
vast regions, with adjacent islands. thc.\- gave the gern'ral name
of Xew France. Canada at the north and jionisiana at thi' sonth.
v.-ere the key.s of a hoiunUess interior, rich with incalcnlablc pos-
sibilities. The English colonies, ranged along the Atlantic
Coast, had no royal road to the great iidaml. and wim'c in a man-
ner shut between the nmnntains and the sea. To break throngh
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