
LITTLE SISTER .

ZtA%A'°*^AV° y."" y'^"8"' ""^^ was bap.
t.zed Edward, but whom Uncle Jack had nick-named Captain Skipper, because nothing couldkeep him stil

, spent the most of their time at TheHome Stretch, the home of their great grandsire.
General John Rutherford, ^here also lived thei;Aunt Lucretia, and Eloise, and Uncle Jack

It was .^;her very hot or very cold on those
days when Uncle Jack did not drive them over tospend the day, and maybe a night, too. Once in
a great while the footing was too slippery for thepony. But these omissions occurred, at the mostperhaps twice each summer and winter; for theheart of the Middle Basin, that beautiful blue'
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.^"'^/•f°^'J. the First, built The Home

Stretch in 1800. It adjoined the lands of An-drew Jackson, and the very spirit of the old

Sh h JT^^T' ^^' P'''"- ^°' J°h" Ruther-
ford had loved him— nay, had lived, fought, anddied for him- at New Orleans. There is a tra-
dition that Old Hickory himself named the place— in fact, that John Rutherford owned it for no
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*•'"* •"' ^°''' beat Andrew

Jackson s m the home stretch. The bet was ahousand acres of land. The race track may stillbe seen at Clover Bottom, just across the way,where Stone's River makes a bend around a hun-dred acres of land, rich as ever the crow madea granary of, and as level as Chalmette Plain,


