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in wliicli till* palpi iiiv mIoihIci, cnrviiip' iii)\viii(l iuid c.xcet'dinjf flic lirad,

iKiiic ait'. Deltoids in wliicli the two pairs of wiii^s are similar in si/o

anil niacuiation or liavc a ^^roinctrirorni oriianicntaiion exteiidiiij;' on

botli win^s. I'lirtiier, with the e\eei»tion of llvliu, all Deltoids with

l»alpi of the (rhaiactcr last desi-ribed have the lore leys of the inalc!

niodilied, ilothed with tufts or pencils of hair, and always with aborted

tibia.

With tli»! exceptions stated, the series does not dill'cr from other

Noctiiids in any essential features; yet it will be worth wlule to

mention some of the ot her main charactcMs. TIm' hitiuJ is always small,

yet never retracted, and ottcii iiriMiiineiit. In iKtiie of our species is

the ton^U' al)orte(l or even weak, so all of them are capable of feediii};".

The eyt's are usually prominent, semifjlobose, thouf^h never \-ery lai};*';

always naked, thoiij;h in some j;enera—oaly one in our fauna—iVinged

with hairy lashes, Oceljj are present in all our forms, situated clos«', to

the c(;mi)ound eye, but distinctly variable in their positimi relative! to

the posterioi" nnuj-in of the eye. In the llcrminiini they are almost as

far back as possible, while in IIyi»eiiiiii they are ab..ost in the middle

of the crown. Tiic|)oint of insertion of the aiitenme varies somewhat;

but as in the inatler of the ocelli our material is not yet sullicient to

enable us to niak«>! studies <ni all the points involved or to generalize.

The structure of the anteiiine is exceed inju'ly interestiufi' from the

character of tlu^ sexual modilications; but this subject will be taken

up again fiirtlKM' on, and I need only say that they vary from simple to

lengthily i)i'ctinatcd.

The <'liara(;ter of the palpi iias Ix.'en alreadj' referred to.

The body is sliglit in most instances, never very robust. The thorax

is closely scaled in general, tufted only in the llypenini, where a robust

structure is characteristic of tlu^ males. The abdomen is usually

(•ylindric, without sexual ditlerences, but in the female terminating in

an abrujit point, while in the male it is truncated. While; it is never

short, the al)domeii rurely exceeds the anal angle <>f the secondaries

nuu'c than a little, and it as >are!\ fails to reach that p;r)int. Tuttings

are only found in the Ilyp<'nini, where, in most of the ajjecies, tlieic^ is

a series of little round, truncirted, dorsal tults, composed of upright

s(!ales and very easily ruhbed off

The legs ar(> iisuall> long and slender, though hardly weak. The
thoracic structure tends to an elongation of the |»arts, the coxa* being
in all eases well developed. The fore legs are short, the tibia' usually

short in comparison with the fcmni ; but in the males of the !'er-

miiiiini the modifications are \ery curious and will be again referred

to. The middle and posterior legs are longer, more as in the Pyralids,

with extremely long and une(|ual til>ial spurs, terminal on the uk jii,

terminal and at ai)ical third on tlic ])osterior pair. The legs are closely

scaled as a rule, but in some of the male Ilyiicnini they, as well as the
entire thoracic ])arts, become hairy or even woolly.


