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folution and Adventure, for making difcovcrics to-

wards the South Pole, and round the world. The
third and laft, in the Rcfolution and Difcovery, to the

Pacific Ocean, but. principally, to determine the pofi-

tion and extent of the weft fide of North America; its

diftance from Afia ; and the pradicability of a north-

weft paftage into the Atlantic, and to Europe. To
follow the cxadl rcfcarches of this eminent navigator,

>(hofe difcovcrics have far exceeded thofe of all his pre-

dccefibrs, has been our arduous talk. It is unnccelfary

to point out the obvious imperfc(ftions of all publica-

tions which include only a finglc voyage of this cele-

brated Commander; his three d liferent voyages are fo

immediately conneded together, that owing to frequent

references from one to another, no perfon can form a

fatisfadtory idea of his valuable difcovcrics, who does

not read his firft, fccond, and third voyages, in the

order in which they were performed and written. I'or

thefe rcafons we thought it our indifpcnfable duty to

give an accurate relation, and to record an authentic

niftory of the whole of Captain Cook's voyages; to

which we have added genuine and complete narratives

of other remarkable voyages round the world, under-

taken and performed by Englifli circumnavigators,

under the fandion of government. And with a view

of rendering this work in every rcfpedt conformable to

our propofals, we have incorporated a faithful relation

of the Uibftancc of all the molt remarkable and impor-

tant Travels and Journeys, which have been undertaken,

at ditVcrrnt times, to the four quarters of the world j

particularly, bclides what we have already mentioned,

thofe of Burnet, Addifon, Barretti, Keyfler, Thicknefs,

Twifs, Bridonc, Chandler, Johnfon, Smollct, Moore,

Wraxall, &c.
Inthegcographicalpartof Captain Cook's voyages, we

have availed ourfelves ofthe labours, and made a freeufe

ofthedifcoveriesofthofecminent writers, as may plainly

be fcen in our defcriptions of the feveral iilands in the

Atlantic, Southern, Pacific, and Indian feas ; contain-

ing an hiftorical relation, not to be found in any pub-

lication of the like kind. A thorough knowledge of

the iilands and harbours, where ftiips may fafely repair

for rcfrefhments, and other purpofes, is of the utmoft

confequence to navigators in their purfuit of difcovc-

rics ; and geography has a peculiar claim to the atten-

tion of mankind in general, feeing this ufeful fciencc
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difplays to our view, in the moft entertaining manner*

a general knowledge of the world. To promote which,

to the obfcrvations of former travellers, noticed above,

we have added very recent difcovcrics made by thofe

celebrated circumnavigators, whofe- entertaining and
ufeful voyages employ part of this work, viz. Byron,

Wallis, Carteret, Mulgrave, Anfon, &c.
In the aftronomical and nautical parts of this work,

we have not tired the patience of our readers, with

ufelefs computations, trifling fuppofitions, and dry fets

of folar and lunar obfervation ; yet we have not failed,

in any one inftance, to give the refult of thefe ; and we
have likewife accurately marked latitude, longitude,

dates, time, tides, fituation, diftance, and bearings, both

of places and of the ftiips. This work may be confi-

dercd as a kind of univerfal hiftory ; but with refpeft

to the ftyle, we have preferved that of our journals, as

thofe would naturally do, who are not unacquainted

with the principles of navigation, and maritime affairs.

As to the hiftorical and defcripiivc parts of this

work of labour, they comprehend a particular, full, ac-

curate, circumftantial, and entertaining account of
continents, iftands, feas, oceans, ftraits, rivers, harbours,

promontories, bays, &c. &c. together with a ufeful and
diverting dcfcriptivc relation of the natives, or inhabi-

tants, their fituation, extent, boundaries, limits, ioJ,'

natural and artificial curiofities, and produdions

;

their laws, religion, cuftoms, manners, genius, arts,

tempers, difpofitions, amufements, language, ftiape,

ftature, drefs, virtues, and vices; their goverments,

principalities, titles of diftindlion, and fingular cere-

monies at births, marriages, and funerals, &c. &c. in«

eluding alfo the natural hiftory of birds, beafts, fifties,

reptiles, infects, and vegetable productions, found in

the hitherto unexplored regions of the world. And
among the greateft variety of the moft interefting

tranfadions, we have given a faithful narrative of the

extraordinary life and unfortunate death of that brave

Commander, Captain Cook ; in which, as alfo in our
account of Captain Clerke's death, our readers will

find feveral particulars ricver before made known to

the public. Of that pdblic, and our friendly fubfcri-

bers, we now take leave, with the pleafing hopes, that

they will maturely confider the above remarks, bring
them to the teft of truth, and give merit the preference^

upon every occafion.
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N. B. In writing the Hiftorics of the above very valuable and celebi .ted Voyages round the World, &c. the

Editor has not only carefully incorporated all the important Difcoveries made by other Voyagers and Circum<>

navigators, but has alfo included the Subftance of the moft remarkable Travels to different Parts of the World,

The whole now re-publiftiing with all the Copper-plates, in only 80 Sixpenny Numbers : one or more ofwhich

may be had at a Time, at the Option of Purchafers—or theWhole handfomely bound in Calf and Ictiercd, complete

in one large Volume, Price /" 2 8 o
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