
^ CfEt>ROIA WESTEKK TlTtRlTOllY.

r^klaat innHiilate the coloay, whfckh evMent from a royal Governor brine iomitdi*
ately appointed, who, by his coanntffion, iitnade " Ooremor of our colony of &, CarolU
lU," without any fpecific boundBricf ; which meant a traft of country boundedu under
the proprietary govrrnniciit, or it meant nothinj^.—That on the 9th of Tunc, 173 a
the colony of Georgia wai carved out of S. Carohna ; but all land» belonging to S. Ca-*

.Tolina, Aill continued to belong there, except that which was contained in the charter
of Georgia; and ofcourfc the land lying fouth of the fouth line of Georgia, as far aitke
31ft degree of lat. flill belonged to S. Carolina, which is evident from cowmon fcnfe.ai
well at from the faA that the Governor of 3. Carolina made grants of land fonth of the
cdony of Georgia in 1763 ; which, though highly offcnfive to the board of tradc^v. ere
at Icpeth admitted to lie legitimate. It is further faid, that the State of S. Carolina, in
1788, oy folemn legiflativc atft, ceded to Georgia all her right to the lands in qocftlon,
by ratifying the articles of the Convention of Beaufort, agreed upon between the States
of S. Carolina and Georgia j and that the lands became thereby unqueftionabiy the
property of Georgia.

- Other anfwers have been made to this ground of claim by the United States ; fuch
aathat the true intent and meaning of the Proclamation of 1763, was to aUnex the
^nd in queflion to Georgia, and that this was confidercd as the fa(ft by the Britilb gov-
ernment ; and if the communication from Mr. George Chalmers, the certi^ng officer

of the board of trade, to the Attornev-General of the United States, is to be relied on as
an authority, this is true. It has aifo been anfwcred that the Oakmulgee is not the
pioft fouthern ftream of the Alatamaha, but Phenhalloway's Creek, which heads in lat.

31 north ;*? fo that the whole of this land was ftri(ftly within the original chartered
limits of Georgia.

. Other advocates for the claim of the United States, have faid, that at leaft this claim
is good from the 31(1 degree of lat. as far north as a line projedted due eall from the
fonfluencc of the Miflllippi and Yajioo rivers.

The foundation of this alTertion is this. The board of trade, in 1764, reprefented

to the king that it was expedient to extend Well-Florida as far northward as the :ibove-

mcntioncd line, and advifed that a proclamation might iflue for that purpofe. No
fuch proclamation, however, was made ; )»ut fevcral fubiequent rommiflions to the
Governors of Weft-Florida, bounded the colony of Weft-Florida northward by that

line ; apd in this ftatc the matter refted until the independence of the United States.

Hence it is argued that this land, being a part of W. Florida in 1783, when the bounds
of the United States were fettled by treaty with Great-Britain, could not belong to

Georgia ; but being within no particular State, it became thp property of the United

States.

To this the purchafers have anfwercd. That the proclam^t^ion of 7th of Oft. 1763,
^^as a tolevnn public »&,, and eftabliihed the fouthern boundary of W. Florida at the

3 ift deg. of lat. and that the commilHon of a Governor, being inicriot in folemnity .-ind

publicity, could not abrogate it.~-That the reafon why no proclamation was made,

probably was, that the fnppofed fad on which the expediency of the alteration was

prc^i^tcd, was not known to exift ; and that in the commilGons themfirlves are words

leaiding to a belief chat it was confidercd only as a temporary arrangement. The fadl;

it, &y they, that this matter was wholly founded on a grofs mifreprefentation of the

Governor of Florida, who reprefented to the bpard of trade, and they to the King, that

fhe 31ft deg. of lat. \\&i fouth of the town of Mobille. It is nearly certain that the Brit-

ifli government did not confider this as a permanent alteration on the i.orth ^ Sound

»ry ofW. Florida ; for no reafon can be given why, in the peace of 1783, they li.v .Id cede

to thp United States, without any cqui^ilent, fo great and vahi.ible a part ofW Florida,

which had never joinrd in the revolution ; efpecially confidtring that on tV- lame day

on which our tuaty with Britain bears date, flie edcd W. llorida, ' ithon. ^outids, tq

Spain: tlius or he fame dav ceding the lame territory to two*' itrcnt nAtionst if it

vas then a p*ri ot W. Fh'rjda.

Other a^/tSl/nmt have been urged againft the ckum of the Uni.cl States, which ap-

ply to all thc§r«HMlk t4 claim whave ni« ntioned. It h-is been laid by the nurchaftrs

and thtir agrnt^^W the moll lolemn adbi of tht three nations who have I ::en imirt

lliateiy inten fted in the qu« flion, have, for a lon<" coiH-fc o» years, recognized the title

pf Georgia, vi. 'ritain, ^tMin, »nd the IJnircd Siafes.

Britain, \* hi' 3t«jn meiitidned, reoognirtd this 'itle. by th<" peace of t'R.I- Tin

gcatral (Mtnciplcop wktach the boundaries ot the United States were thcffcftabliflitrf,

^'rrer.tn- at War, taken imdcr the authomy o\

tht Uiii«>ci btirc, ih-i n nLJlc"..'. 'i <.^»:i.k furWf ai 4 m C difiance from its ewranee Jiito »h« AU:j

ni.ilvii i mill tlinl c«th Iti u.irn tur., m\ j( t> i>iy » it fi m Itt lieaii to t)ie fotkj Ulc hc«d uf lut; k'UlUuU

Itryitju bkiug about the ui»A Bwiliutl)- (Uk «t the %«M diigrei; ot l.itUude.

It spprars by a m»rn'" Ttot vtajK !n fhf nitre of tht


