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HI.— The ,Slt(' 0/ Fori Jji Tour.

By AV. F. Ganong, A.M.

(roinniniiicaKHl by
! >r. ( ic.iw .^tcwiiif, F.I!.( i..s., M„y -V, ISOl.)

A.niclstth,. many bv.vo .IokIs whi,.]i onrwh Canadian annals, a foromo,.t pla. . inusf
evorb..gu'en1oth.nol,|,. .loionro by Madanu. d. la Tour of h.r hu.sband's fbrf by th,-
Itu-er M. John. Tb-.v is no event in the history of Acadia, not oven exeeptin.^ the expul-
sion, which so po^verlully lon.-hos the deepest .hor.l.s of our human ..vmpathies as does
th.. me.dent, with it.s pi... ure,s.jue .seMing of Fren.h feudalism romantically colouring ,heeold rooks and dark iores.n of ,he north, with its true womanly drv-.tion opposed .0 h.arl
less treachery, with its pathetically futile hn-ois-m.

IlapiMly tlae story is well authenticated, for it r.sts upon ,he authority of two of ,h.
UU.S truthlu of all the ..hron.elors of Aeadian events ; indeed, it ma. be added, almost
.ole y upon then, authority.' The bearers of this honour are Nicolas Denvs, governor under
the Lrench V.ng ol all the Gulf shore from Rosiors to (\.p,. Breton, and .lohn Winthrop
puntan governor of Mas.saohusetts, both of th.m .ontcmporary with the event, both flo
iiear ,ts Wsh realism to see in it the romance with which the "solientng haxe of distanceshows It to ns both too pra..tieal an.l too honest to pervert its i^u'ts i^,r lUerarv decoration

.
or dramatn' effect.

Denvs- narrative cannot be too often repeated.^ La Tour's fort, he .ell. us was "destroyed
by dAunay alter he had wrongfully takei. possession of it. as he iu.d no r.d.t whatever
to do, and which he Avould have t.nind great dilfi, ulty m ae,.om|,l.shi,m- had he not been
advised ol the absenc of Si.'ur de la Tour, who had taken with h.m a p«rt of his garrison
leaving only his wife and the remainder of his p.ople to keep the fort. After havin- sus!
tamed for t^hree days and threo niuh.s all the assaults of d'Aunav, and having oldi-ed
him to with,lraw beyond reach of her cannon, she was finally oblitre.I to surrender on the
lourth day, whuh was Easter day, havin- been betrayed by a Swiss who was on .^nard
whilst she, hoping for some respite, was making her lolio^vers rest. The Swis.s bribed
by d'Aunay's men, allowed them to mount to the as.sault, which was resisted for .some
time by the lady commander at the head of her garrison. She onlv sur.-endere<l at the
last extremity, and under condition that dAunay should spare all. \vh.ch, indeed Jie did
not do, for alter making himself master of the plae,-, he threw liie.n all into prison along
with their lady comin.mder. Then by advice of his eonncil, he ' g them, with the
exception of a single one whose life was spared on the .onditiou that he would do the
hanging

;
and the lady commander had to be pres,.nt at the ^oatlbld with a rope around

her neck as though she was the vilest .rimiual."
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