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iMore rcmnarkable stili is one in,
the Lanid of Moab, beyond the
Jordan, the Castie of Kerakz, shownl
iii a rcstored condition iii the ac-
companving large engraving.
"This is a wonderful pile," says Dr.

1Ridgya%'av, "not only for the area
whlicli it covers, but for its massive-
iiess and hiqtory. It ivas buit
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under King Ealco, a predecessor of
Raynold of Cliatillon, about A.D.
1131, andl streiigtlîeiied tînder the
auspices of God(rey de B3oulogne.
Ini 1183 it baffled the assaults of
Saladin. It fell at Iast in ii7
oxily after the last bloody conflict
l)Ctweeî the Crusaders and the
Mosienîs near tixe Sea of Galilc,
iii whIicli the rule of the Clîristiaîîs

in Palestiine %vas utterly brokeni.
The impregnable castie, nio longer
dcefencd, 1)aSSed easily into thc
liaîîds of the victors, and lias ever
sinice remîainîcdl withi thieir de-
scendcanits?'

Undler thc domnination of the
Arabs, howcver, it lias largrely gone
to dlecay. ,.tltliougli -%ithini tlîirty
Year1s the beautifull frescoes ini its

Gotlîic chape! were stili
to be seeni.

It is an episode iii tlîc
long %var of the Crusades
tlîat we now Sketch. Wec
ai-e to tell lîow, ini this
rnighity moveinenit, ilhere
wvas awiave of chlîlc lifie,
to describe the part iii
tinat undyig love for the
Holy Lanld, anid ini the
\veary seekingi of its
shiores, that lias beeîî
taken by' chlid ren's hecarts
and by clîildren's feet.
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« The first crusade of tlîc
childreîî had its origini in
I ranice. In the quiet v'il-
lige of Cloyes tiiere lived

Sa poor sliieplerd lad
namned Stepheni. One
MIay lioring, ini 1812,
'%%.hile tending lus flock, lic

-as visitcd by a sýtcrge
dr<essed iii Uic gaib of a
pilg riim returned froîn

- Palestine. The pilgyrim
announced Iîimself' to bc
jesus Clîrist,described the
persecutioli of the Chris-
tians iii Palestine bx'

the Mosleiîîs, and coinmissioned
Stcplien to preacli a crusade to the
chlldren wvitli the promise tlîat they
should îviî the victory, wlîiclî for-
nier crilsades of soldiers aîîd nobles
lîad failed to galiîî. Eurthcrnîorc.
lie gave the asoîsîdvoutlî a
letter to the kzing< oi France coin-
îîîaîdingt tlîat nionarcli to aid the
sacrec elterl)rise.


