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GRAIN STORAGE,
It dtops secm as if tho people of WVin-

nipcg wero at prescttt in a statu of torpor
or at least drowsiness upon this ali imi-
portant tuatter of storage of tho conting
ci-op of grain. They are sitnply resting
and watching the opportun ity of becoin-
ing one of the greatcst grain centres of
the Worldl slipping front titeir grasp,
without inaking the sliglitest effort to
avail thetuselves of the great advants'g.
For nearly two ycars the value of storage
elevators to titis citv and province lias
been mtade plain by te press of the city,
and still no meve in the direction of their
construction lias beeni madle. Winnipeg
gecra, witit fewv exceptions, are cvidctttly
satisfled that the handling of the graiki
preducts of the Northwest should be tuan-
aged in soee astern town or ciýy, and
that titis tvholc country shoul bie what
easterii monepolists wisli it te be, siinply
a huge grain field, whose proditets sltould
be ntaniiipulated for their special profit,
and in wvhichi a big business in eastern
manufacturcd goods can be donc.

The mercantile contniinity of titis city
know well how ini the business ô!
Etiropean inmperts tltey are nt the inercy
of the lest, and recently they have had a
teste of hoiv the grcatest of Dominion
uiîdertakings, the C.P.1t, can be, used to
maiittain Jiais pressure fromn the east. The
state of affairs in conneetion with the
country's irnperts should serve as a wvarn-
incg noL, to ]et its exports get under
a sirnilar control. B~ut for want o!
a littie enterprise, and a niatter of $100O,-
000 of capital, the wiîole drif t of our
grain trade, ivlat mnust ever ho the otily
item o! any magnitude in our experts, is
being aiiewed te i;o steadiiy and surely
out of our etvn grasp, and iiito the hands
of those Nvho know wvelI howv to aatipu
late it totiteir own gain and our loss.

Te again cal] attention to the advau-
tege titis elevator storage tvouid lie to
Wininipeg, seeins like the most unpardon-
able reiteraticit on our part, so o!ten have
we donc se. The first and greatest of
these is the holding of Manitoba's grain
trade in the hands of Manitobans.
Another is tho creation of a central local
market, 'vhose daiiy quotatiens wvill forin
at besis for inthIligent tradinag betve-en 1

fariner and buyer, in Nwhichi tte one catu
have nto advanitage o! the oCher. Another
is the retainiîtg of tto g"Min, tîte basis o!
value, in tho country, during several
iiionths of tho year, for iv1ii period its
storase hue Nould bce as good nt ninety
pur' cea i;.o its value ini circulation, ail of
-%vlielh we lose by aliowing ont' grain to
find -%viinter storage in another province.
Lastly, titere is the advantage of ltaving
the grain of the Northwvest stored liere
Nvhtere it wvill bc under the influence of,
and consequently enhianced, in value by
thrc mnarkets béing opened to it, tîtose of
Minnteapolis, Duluth aud Eastern Canada,
witercas, storcd on the Ontario shores o!
Lake Superior, it is for ever beyond tite
influence of cither of the two United
States mtarkets aboec-niatied. It is then
at tite niercy of a fow eastern monopolists
wltose ttîterests and titose of the great
maiwuý mntopoiy arc identicai.

iThe eboeo advanteges should ho suffi-
cieattly aiiuring te draw the paitry suin
o! $100,000 from tite pockets of titose in
Winnippg wito have spare funds, especi-
ally whien tite noney is asked for witat
mnust prove one of tite nîost profitable in-
vestinents titat has ever bec imade in the
Norttwest,

But the quecation of duty as wvell as
profit appeals to tite people of titis city on
this elevator question. Tlaey owe a duty
tiot offly te tieiinselves but to thc whltoe
of the agricuiturists of the Nortlhwest iti
titis ntatter. As tite leading city of the
great wlteat region, Winîtige is boutnd,
if it dcs its dutty to tite agricuituriste of
this country, to furitisi suflicient ineans
for itandling tite cotintry's grain products,
and wvhcn tite city feuls te do so, it fails
iii fultiiliatg an obligatiotn vhiclt tite links
bctweetî commerce axtd agriculture impose
atîd make binding upon it. In titis
question titey have iii titeir hends a great
trust fi-on tite faraners of the Northwest,
and titeir failuro te g-uardl it remtoves tite
last bartier te monopoiy ruie in this vest
country. The tinte is noiw shtort iii witici
te prepare for the storage demands of tite
comtittg Ninter, but titere is stili tinte te
do s0 if a mot-entent is only madle at once.
.Arrangements are being made for 'grain
inspection in titis city, but inspection
wviLhout storag,,e wvould be something like
a dispiay of chitna disies set before a
hungry mtan. \Vithout storage the in-
utility of inspection would soon be.eome
se apparent that eveti the Dominion
Governinent, tvhichi granted the right te

Witnnipeg coula le tnsiiy persuaded te
tako it away. Withi the power of inspec-
tion removed froni titis province to co
furtiter east, the voice of the people of
tho Northwest, in the management of their
own grain affaira tvould bc for ever
silcaced, and they tvouid, for ail tisse te
corne, be in tite grasp of castera mn, te
tvhose profit it is te pay as littie as pos-
sible te the agriculturist for lais grain.

Tiere ntay tnever be another opportu-
nity of prcventing titis drifting of our
grain affairs fate castera hands after tint
presetît seasoa passes. Ere the crop o!
1885 is ready for the maarket, the clutch
of casteriu înionopoiy and manipulation
rnay be tiglit upon tine throat o! the
Northwest. Shouid sucli be tite case,
the wltole country tvouid have te suffer,
but Winnipeg only tvould bu te biatte for
having lest tite rights it siteuld have ihuld
titreugli its ewn combined apatity, stittgi.
ness and sltiftiessness.

DATINQ FOR WARD.
Tite practice o! supplying goods te eus-

tomters montits before they are wanted by
tîteni, and dating theta ferward se as to
tuake payment dite nt tite sante time, as if
titey Nvere bought wien required, is one
cf tihe evils of tracle Nviich is undoubtedly
an importation f ren the etiter aide o! the
Atlatntic, and, liku a few otîter itemns cf
immigration, coula bu dispensedl iv;,.t
here, and ailewced te remain at htome. It
fsaestonislting te what an extent titis un-
busines-like practice is carried on al
over Canada, and hotv great htave beett
the evils that have ariseit therefroan.
Eveen ini tîte Northtwest where a systeta
e! shtort credits i% a ttccessity for business
safety, the practice lias gaiîted more ield-
way titan it aec should ltave, ani not a
few o! the evils of last year's overstock-
inig tere attributabie te it.

Titere are difl'ercnt c;vcutnstances under
tvhiclt titis system of datitîg !crwerd is
carried on, aud one is decidedly less objec-
tionable titan tîte other. The lirst is the
case cf the traveilers Nvho oaiy eall once
in two or thrcu iinonths, and wvith his cus-
temier caiculates a probable futureý de-
mand, at'd ills it on tîte uadeistandittgý.
o! goods bing dated a mentit altcad.
Titis is mest commun in lines of goods in
everyday censuimption, and rareiy dues
the dating aliead exceed cite mentit itn
extent. This, althougli intreducing the'
thin edge o! the tvedgc cf the lad principle,
is after ail a miid symptein of tîte evii,
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